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“stick-men” that were the ba-
sis for children’s drawings in 
beginning art classes.  But the 
artist tried, and what are un-
mistakably men with guns are 
enjoying my favorite sport.  So I 
bought and hung the prints.

In the silent auction at a 
recent Ruffed Grouse Society 
banquet, I bid up a painting 
“Open Shot” by an artist of 
whom I’d never heard (Paco 
Young) because it was very 
good and I was pleasantly sur-
prised to see a gunner behind 
a setter on point pulling down 
on a “partridge” flying across a 
tote road.  Because I was writ-
ing in a bid on something else 
at the other end of the table 
when the silent auction closed, 
I failed to buy that print.  But I 
felt good about pushing up the 
price for a real hunting scene 
vs. the “dickie bird” art that has 
proliferated.

Even the National Rifle As-
sociation shoots itself in the 
foot.  A few years back, the 
NRA sent out calendars.  Not 
only was the art horrible, even 
by careless calendar standards; 
most of the paintings were of 
non-game birds and firearms 
of any kind were absent every 
month of the year.

Each year, when I receive a 
sponsor print from the Ruffed 
Grouse Society, I protest to the 
chapter and regional officials 
because I would prefer a print 
that included a hunter and 
a gun.  “We see your point.  
Maybe we ought to see what we 
can do about that” is the stock 
answer.  But nothing happens.  

Maybe we ought to demand 
consideration and squeeze the 
conservation organizations 
who solicit and accept our 
monetary support by refusing 
to sponsor or contribute if we 

can not take home from the 
fund raising dinners prints that 
reflect our participation and 
contribution.


