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Duffey’s Domain
Words of Wit & Wisdom From Dave Duffey

Nice Vs Nasty
By Dave Duffey

Sportsmen are pretty  
nice guys.  Particular 
ly those who attend 

fund raising banquets for or-
ganizations like Ducks Un-
limited, The Ruffed Grouse 
Society, Pheasants Forever and 
the various other conservation 
organizations supported by 
hunters, dog trainers and user 
of sporting firearms.

Probably because we are 
nice guys (and nice guys are 
expected to finish last) we are 
being played for suckers and 
clobbered by a bunch of nas-
ties.  Anti-hunting, anti-gun 
terrorists are seemingly gaining 
the upper hand by subverting 
public opinion from its histori-
cal acceptance of hunting and 
firearms.

Secure in our Constitutional 
guarantees of rights, a hunt-
ing tradition and depending 
upon reasonableness from in-
dependent thinkers, (unswayed 
by hype, spurious statistics 
and hate) we’ve shrugged off 
bare-knuckled assaults, sighed, 
grumbled, cussed and commis-
erated with each other.  But we 
haven’t done much of anything.  
If we don’t take the gloves off, 

now, hunting can be extermi-
nated.  There are more of us 
than them.  So if clout is what 
it’s about, it’s time we started 
swinging our big sticks.

Case in point... how long 
since you have seen a piece 
of wildlife art that included a 
hunter as part of the scene?

Those of us old enough, 
recall when man and gun were 
integral parts of outdoor art.  
Who is responsible for eras-
ing sportsmen from pictures 
of wildlife and sporting dogs? 
I don’t know either.  So after 
browsing through a gallery of 
wildlife art, I questioned the 
proprietor.

“You’ve got some nice prints 
here, by some top artists.  But I 
hunt and train bird dogs.  I’m 
part of that scene.  I try to find 
prints that include somebody 
with a gun.  It’s hard to do.  
You don’t have a single print 
on display with a hunter in it.  
Why?”

The owner smiled a crooked 
smile and said: “With all due 
respect, it’s because you hunt-
ers are suckers.  You buy the 
stuff that has game and dogs 
on it, period.  But the ‘antis’, 

the people who hate guns and 
hunting, refuse to purchase art 
that has any ‘taint’ of guns and 
hunting.  So the artists paint ev-
erything but hunters and enjoy 
better sales.”

I didn’t buy a print.  But 
I “bought” that explanation.  
However, it is going to take 
more than one man’s indigna-
tion and refusal to buy to effect 
any change.  There’s no point 
in nattering about the nasties’ 
dirty tricks.  Give them credit 
for stealing a march on us.  We 
can continue to be nice guys.  
But we don’t have to stay stu-
pid!

Bona fide hunters buy and 
display more of a wildlife art-
ist’s work than any other clients, 
individually or collectively.  We 
ought to be important enough 
to artists so they’d listen to a 
request to put some sportsmen 
with their guns (or bows) back 
into their natural and tradi-
tional setting.

Telling artists we’d refuse to 
purchase any art work without 
men and firearms and stick-
ing to our guns after serving 
notice, might shift us from the 
nice to the nasty camp.  But, the 
ancients designated turnabout 
as fair play.  The nasties have 
declared war.  Merchants and 
non-combatants will have to 
decide from which side the 
most economic blessings flow.

I have some sporting prints 
on my walls crafted by art-
ists who have difficulty with 
human characters.  The birds, 
the dogs and the scenery are 
fine.  The hunters resemble the 


