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from Dec. 1 through the end of 
each season.

The daily bag limit for Canada 
geese during the regular season is 
three, with six in possession. The 
daily limit on whitefronts is two 
with four in possession, and light 
goose is 20 daily, with no posses-
sion limit.

The special youth waterfowl 
hunting season is Sept. 18-19. 
Legally licensed residents and 
nonresidents 15 years of age or 
younger can hunt ducks, coots, 
mergansers and geese statewide. 
Youth hunters must have a gen-
eral game and habitat license and 
a fishing, hunting and furbearer 
certificate. A licensed adult at least 
18 years of age must accompany 
the youth hunter into the field. 
The daily bag limit and species 
restrictions for the youth season 
are the same as for regular duck 
and goose seasons.

Nonresidents have the option 
of buying either a statewide wa-
terfowl license or one with zone 
restrictions. Nonresidents who 
designate zones 1 or 2 may hunt 
that zone for only one seven-day 
period during the season. Nonresi-
dent hunters who chose to hunt in 
zone 1 or 2 and wish to use the full 
14 consecutive days allowed, must 
use the other seven days in zone 
3. Hunters in zone 3 can hunt that 
zone the entire 14 days.

In accordance with state law, 
nonresidents are not allowed to 
hunt on North Dakota Game and 
Fish Department wildlife manage-
ment areas or conservation PLOTS 
(Private Land Open To Sportsmen) 
areas from Oct. 9-15.

All migratory bird hunters, in-
cluding waterfowl, must register 
with the Harvest Information 
Program prior to hunting. Hunt-
ers purchasing a license from the 
Game and Fish Department can 
easily get a HIP number. Other-

wise, hunters must call (888) 634-
4798, or log on to the Game and 
Fish website at gf.nd.gov, provide 
the registration information, and 
record the HIP number on their 
fishing, hunting and furbearer cer-
tificate. Those who HIP registered 
to hunt this spring’s light goose 
season do not have to register 
again, as it is required only once 
per year.

Hunters should refer to the 2010 
North Dakota Waterfowl Hunt-
ing Guide, available in early Sep-
tember, for further details on the 
waterfowl season.

South Dakota
 high WaterfoWl Num-
berS iN South Dakota
Waterfowl hunting seasons in 

many parts of South Dakota open 
this weekend, and hunters will get 
to experience some of the largest 
populations of ducks and geese in 
North America.

With large numbers of wetland 
and grassland habitat, “South 
Dakota has some of the most sig-
nificant waterfowl breeding areas 
in the United States.” According to 
survey data from the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service (USFWS), hunting 
opportunities this fall may be the 
best in decades.

The USFWS Waterfowl Breed-
ing Population and Habitat Sur-
vey shows that South Dakota’s 
du’pulation increased from 4.8 
million in 2009 to 5.8 million 
this year. The estimate includes 
more than one million mallards 
and more than two million blue-
winged teal.

“It has been a thrill driving by 
different bodies of water in the 
state this summer and observing 
the waterfowl activity,” said Spen-
cer Vaa, South Dakota Game, Fish 

and Parks waterfowl biologist. 
“I’m excited about the potential 
for an excellent hunting season. 
South Dakota has a great water-
fowl resource this year, and hunt-
ing opportunities will be good in 
most areas.”

Duck hunters are reminded of a 
change in the daily bag limit for 
pintails from one formerly to two 
this season.  The daily bag limit 
will include six ducks and may 
be comprised of no more than 
five mallards (of which, no more 
than two may be mallard hens), 
three wood ducks, two scaup, two 
redheads, two pintail, and one 
canvasback.

Hunters also should find ex-
ceptional goose numbers in cer-
tain areas of the state.  South 
Dakota Game, Fish and Parks 
worked closely with USFWS to 
increase harvest opportunities in 
an attempt to reduce the resident 
Canada geese population.  Goose 
hunters are reminded that the 
daily bag limit for the Early Fall 
Canada Goose season has been 
increased from five birds formerly 
to eight birds this year.

Waterfowl hunting in many 
parts of South Dakota opens on 
Saturday, Sept. 25. Hunters are 
reminded that in addition to their 
general hunting licenses, water-
fowl hunters also need a State 
Migratory Bird Certification and 
a Federal Duck Stamp.  Informa-
tion on season dates can be found 
in the 2010 Hunting and Trapping 
Handbook, or online at http://
www.gfp.sd.gov/hunting/wa-
terfowl/
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