
Oct/Nov 2010                                                 Now in our nineenth year                                                                     www.Bdarn.com

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, 563 17th Ave NW, New Brighton, MN 55112 612-868-9169 Cell
We are the largest read hunting/dog magazine

40

through Jan. 2, 2011. The two-day 
youth pheasant hunting weekend, 
when legally licensed residents 
and nonresidents ages 15 and 
younger can hunt statewide, is set 
for Oct. 2-3.

Grouse Hunters en-
couraGed to submit 

WinG envelopes
The North Dakota Game and 

Fish Department is asking grouse 
hunters for help with bird man-
agement by simply collecting 
some feathers and sending in wing 
envelopes this fall.

Aaron Robinson, upland game 
bird biologist in Dickinson, said 
wing data provides valuable in-
formation for managing the state’s 
bird population. “It allows us to 
monitor production, reconcile 
bird counts and get a better un-
derstanding of the harvest ratio of 
males to females, and juveniles to 
adults,” Robinson said.

Submitting wing data doesn’t 
take much time, Robinson said, 
with the instructions printed on 
the envelope. “Remove one wing, 
two central tail feathers and sev-
eral head feathers, and enclose 
them in the postage-paid return 
envelope,” he added.

Hunters interested in receiving 
wing envelopes should contact 
the Game and Fish Department’s 
main office in Bismarck at (701) 
328-6300, or by e-mail. In addition, 
Game and Fish district offices have 
a supply of wing envelopes for 
distribution.

avian influenza sur-
veillance continues
State and federal wildlife agen-

cies will continue to test wild birds 
for early detection of highly patho-
genic strains of avian influenza.

A total of 200 samples from live 
birds will be taken through Sep-
tember in conjunction with duck 
banding efforts, and 400 samples 
from hunter-harvested ducks will 
be collected in September and 
October.

Hunters may be asked if their 
ducks can be sampled by an em-
ployee with the North Dakota 
Game and Fish Department, U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service or U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s Wild-
life Services. Sampling only takes 
a few minutes and does not dam-
age birds.

In addition, morbidity and mor-
tality surveillance of any unusual 
bird die-offs or illnesses will con-
tinue through October.

Avian influenza testing efforts 
began nationwide in 2006, and 
all samples for the highly patho-
genic H5N1 subtype have tested 
negative.

 sWan Hunt lottery 
Held, licenses remain
North Dakota’s swan lottery 

has been held and more than 450 
licenses remain. Only hunters who 
do not have a swan license for the 
2010 season can apply, as regula-
tions limit hunters to one license 
per year.

First-come, first-served licenses 
can be purchased online at the 
North Dakota Game and Fish 
Department website, gf.nd.gov. 
Hunters may also request an ap-
plication by calling the depart-
ment’s Bismarck office at (701) 
328-6300.

The statewide tundra swan 
hunting season is Oct. 2 – Jan. 2, 
2011. North Dakota residents and 
nonresidents are eligible to apply. 
The fee is $5 for residents and $25 
for nonresidents.

2010 WaterfoWl reGu-
lations set

North Dakota’s 2010 waterfowl 
season has been set, with season 
details similar to last year. The 
only significant changes are an 
increase in the limit on pintails, 
and elimination of one waterfowl 
rest area.

Opening day for North Dakota 
residents is Sept. 25 for ducks, 
geese, coots and mergansers. Non-
residents may begin hunting wa-
terfowl in North Dakota Oct. 2.

Hunters may take six ducks per 
day with the following restric-
tions: five mallards of which two 
may be hens, three wood ducks, 
two scaup, two redheads, two 
pintails (an increase of one from 
last year) and one canvasback. For 
ducks, the possession limit is twice 
the daily limit.

The daily limit of five mergan-
sers may include no more than two 
hooded mergansers.

The waterfowl rest area five 
miles north and six miles west 
of McClusky in Sheridan County 
has been eliminated. In addition, 
the waterfowl rest area two miles 
north of Noonan in Divide County 
will be closed to all small game 
hunting. Last year it was closed 
only to waterfowl hunting.

The hunting season for Canada 
geese in the Missouri River zone 
will close Dec. 31, while the re-
mainder of the state will close 
Dec. 23. The season for whitefronts 
closes Dec. 5, while the season on 
light geese is open through Dec. 
31. Shooting hours for all geese are 
one-half hour before sunrise to 1 
p.m. each day through Nov. 6. Be-
ginning Nov. 7, shooting hours are 
extended until 2 p.m. each day.

Extended shooting hours for 
all geese are permitted from one-
half hour before sunrise to sunset 
on Saturdays and Wednesdays 
through Nov. 28, and on Satur-
days, Sundays and Wednesdays 


