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the appropriate season is open.
Wetland Conditions 
Favor duCk Hunters
The North Dakota Game and 

Fish Department’s annual fall 
wetland survey indicates approxi-
mately 43 percent more wetlands 
available for duck hunting than 
last year.

Mike Szymanski, migratory 
game bird biologist, said wetland 
conditions are looking good state-
wide. “Hunters will need to scout 
because the birds may be spread 
out with all the water and poten-
tial places to hunt,” Szymanski 
said.

Wetland conditions have re-
bounded extremely well from 
the dry conditions of 2008, when 
much of the state had virtually no 
wetlands with water. Szymanski 
said the drying cycle was impor-
tant to reset food webs within 
wetlands, and many wetlands in 
the state now have abundant food 
resources for waterfowl.

“Back-to-back winters with sig-
nificant snowfall refilled wetlands, 
and considerable rainfall this past 
summer has maintained water 
levels in more temporary-type 
wetlands,” Szymanski said.

Soft ground conditions might 
greet hunters in many areas of the 
state, so Szymanski urges caution 
when driving in or across fields 
this fall. “As always, the quality 
of the waterfowl hunting season 
in North Dakota is predicated on 
weather conditions,” he added. 
“But strong reproduction for both 
ducks and geese, and excellent 
wetland conditions point toward 
a good fall.”

The wetland survey is conducted 
in mid-September just prior to the 
waterfowl hunting season, to pro-
vide an assessment of conditions 
duck hunters can expect.

Opening day for North Dakota 
residents is Sept. 25 for ducks, 
coots, mergansers and geese. Non-
residents may begin hunting wa-
terfowl in North Dakota Oct. 2.

WaterFoWl Hunters 
reminded oF ans regu-

lations
Waterfowl hunters are reminded 

to do their part in preventing the 
spread of aquatic nuisance species 
into or within North Dakota.

Waterfowl hunters must clean 
boats, decoys, waders and other 
hunting equipment before leav-
ing a water body. Hunters must 
also drain water from all hunting 
equipment prior to leaving the wa-
ter, and are encouraged to brush 
their hunting dogs free of mud 
and seeds.

Cattails, phragmites, bulrushes 
and terrestrial plants may be 
transported as camouflage on 
boats. All other aquatic vegetation 
must be cleaned from boats prior 
to transportation into or within 
North Dakota.

Detailed ANS information and 
prevention regulations can be 
found by accessing the North Da-
kota Game and Fish Department 
website at gf.nd.gov.
YoutH PHeasant Week-

end oCt. 2-3
North Dakota’s two-day youth 

pheasant season is Oct. 2-3. Le-
gally licensed residents and non-
residents ages 15 and younger 
may hunt roosters statewide.

Resident youth hunters, regard-
less of age, must possess a fishing, 
hunting and furbearer certificate 
and general game and habitat li-
cense. Nonresident youth hunters 
from states that provide a recipro-
cal licensing agreement for North 
Dakota residents qualify for North 
Dakota resident licenses. Other-
wise, nonresident youth hunters 

must purchase a nonresident small 
game license.

Shooting hours are one-half hour 
before sunrise to sunset. Youth 
ages 12 and older need to have 
passed a certified hunter educa-
tion course. The daily bag limit 
and all other regulations for the 
regular pheasant season apply.

An adult at least 18 years of age 
must accompany the youth hunter 
in the field. The adult may not 
carry a firearm.

See the 2010 North Dakota Small 
Game Hunting Guide for addi-
tional information.

WaterFoWl season 
outlook is Promising
The North Dakota Game and 

Fish Department’s May and July 
waterfowl surveys indicate the up-
coming waterfowl season should 
be improved over last year, accord-
ing to Mike Johnson, game man-
agement section leader. Opening 
day for North Dakota residents is 
Sept. 25 for ducks, coots, mergan-
sers and geese. Nonresidents may 
begin hunting waterfowl in North 
Dakota Oct. 2.

Johnson said the fall flight of 
ducks from North Dakota is ex-
pected to be up about 20 percent 
from 2009. The brood index from 
the Game and Fish Department’s 
annual mid-July survey was up 14 
percent from 2009 and 63 percent 
above the long-term average. The 
water index observed during the 
survey was down 14 percent from 
last year, but still 28 percent above 
long-term.

“Prospects for the continental fall 
duck flight are good, with North 
Dakota’s contribution well-above 
the long-term average,” John-
son said. “Also, the continental 
estimates of May breeding duck 
numbers indicated that most spe-
cies were in good shape going into 


