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Producers Busy, Hunt-
ers use caution

North Dakota hunters are re-
minded to be cautious of farmers 
and ranchers who are currently 
busy with fall farm duties, in-
cluding harvesting crops, moving 
cattle and hauling bales.

Jeb Williams, wildlife resource 
management supervisor for the 
state Game and Fish Depart-
ment, said many producers in the 
southwest are currently trying to 
wrap up harvest, causing road 
traffic to be heavy in some areas. 
“It’s safe to assume that farmers 
and ranchers in other parts of the 
state are equally busy,” Williams 
said. “Harvest is in full swing, and 
hunters should be aware of farm 
equipment and other vehicles 
moving down the road.”

To maintain positive landowner/
hunter relations, hunters are asked 
to move to the side of the road and 
allow wide farm vehicles to pass, 
park their vehicles in a place that 
will not block a roadway, field ap-
proach or gate, pick up trash and 
empty shells, and not clean game 
in the road ditch or approach.
 Game and FisH stress-

es HuntinG saFety
More than 100,000 hunters will 

cross North Dakota’s prairie in 
search of game this fall. With that 
in mind, the state Game and Fish 
Department urges hunters to take 
proper safety measures in the 
field.

Jon Hanson, hunter education 
coordinator, said the opening 
weekends of pheasant and deer 
are the most anticipated hunting 
days of the year, and thus can be 
the most chaotic.

“People just need to relax, slow 
down a little bit and use common 
sense,” Hanson said. “It’s a long 

hunting season, especially for 
bird hunters, and there is plenty 
of game to go around.”

Since 2006, shooter swinging on 
game, careless handling, victim out 
of sight of shooter, and discharge 
in/around a vehicle contribute to 
86 percent of all incidents in North 
Dakota.

Accidental discharge of a fire-
arm in or near vehicles or along 
fences is also a leading statistic 
that shouldn’t be, Hanson said, 
because a shotgun or rifle should 
always be unloaded in these situ-
ations.

“Unfortunately, there have been 
a few hunting-related incidents in 
North Dakota each year, but the 
seven hunting incidents involving 
North Dakota hunters in 2009 is 
half of what has occurred annually 
over the past decade, and three of 
the seven were not even hunting-
related shooting incidents,” Han-
son said.

The number of annual incidents 
is consistently higher for shotgun 
than those with a rifle, with shoot-
er swinging on game the number 
one factor. “Everything points to 
the shooter getting startled when 
a pheasant flushes, and the shooter 
swings and doesn’t realize where 
the hunting partner is,” Hanson 
said.

The majority of shotgun-related 
hunting incidents reported in 
North Dakota each year involve 
victims not dressed in orange. 
While wearing orange clothing is 
not required for upland hunters, 
Hanson strongly recommends it. 
“This is common sense,” he added. 
“If you are visible most accidents 
can be avoided.”

The surprising statistic, accord-
ing to Hanson, is the age of the 
involved parties. “Most think it 
is always the younger hunter, but 

statistics indicate the average age 
of the shooter is 34 and the victim 
42,” he added. “It is not the young 
kids who are making the majority 
of the mistakes.”

Hanson suggests mapping out 
the hunt so all members of the 
hunting party know each other’s 
route, and to let others left behind 
know your destination.

“And always carry a cell phone,” 
Hanson added. “There are not 
many places where you will be 
without reception.”

Hunter education courses have 
wrapped up for this year, but 
Hanson suggests individuals or 
parents with children who will 
need to take a course in 2011, 
should monitor the Game and Fish 
website, gf.nd.gov, as classes that 
begin in January will be added to 
the online services link as soon as 
times and locations are finalized. 

residents only on 
Plots, state Wmas 

From oct. 9-15
Out-of-state hunters are re-

minded that state law does not 
allow nonresidents to hunt on 
North Dakota Game and Fish 
Department owned or managed 
lands during the first week of the 
pheasant season.

Private Land Open to Sportsmen 
acreage and state wildlife manage-
ment areas are open to hunting 
by resident hunters only from 
Oct. 9-15. Nonresidents, however, 
can still hunt those days on other 
state-owned and federal lands, or 
private land.

The law applies to all small 
game, waterfowl, furbearer and 
big game hunting on PLOTS and 
state wildlife management areas 
during the first seven days of the 
pheasant season. Starting Oct. 16 
this year, nonresidents may hunt 
on PLOTS and WMAs as long as 


