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State News

Iowa
PHEaSaNT HUNTERS To 
SEE FEwER BIRDS THIS 

FaLL    
The 2010 August Upland Wild-

life Roadside Survey, conducted 
by the Iowa  Department of Natu-
ral Resources (DNR), indicates 
pheasant populations across Iowa 
are 29  percent lower when com-
pared to last year.  Statewide, DNR 
staff saw an average of 11 birds  
per route in 2010, compared to 16 
per route last year.    The number 
of pheasant, quail, and cottontails 
was down significantly compared 
to last  year.  Tallies for all three 
species represent new record low 
counts for Iowa.    The results were 
not a surprise given that Iowa had 
experienced one its worst winters 
in  state history, and the fourth in 
a series of bad winters, said Todd 
Bogenschutz, upland wildlife  
research biologist for the DNR.     
“Couple this with the statewide 
flooding we experienced again 
this spring and summer  and the 
only direction our numbers could 
go is down,” he said.  Based on 
this years roadside counts, Iowa 
pheasant hunters should harvest 
between  150,000 and 200,000 
roosters this fall.  Parts of north-
west and north central regions of 
Iowa

MINNESoTa
BLazE oRaNgE RE-
qUIRED FoR MoST 

SMaLL gaME HUNTINg
Most hunters participating in 

the small game seasons, which 
open Saturday, Sept. 18, must wear 
blaze orange clothing, according 

to the Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR).

“You can’t take small game un-
less a visible portion of at least one 
article of clothing above the waist 
is blaze orange, except when hunt-
ing wild turkeys, migratory birds, 
raccoons, predators, when hunting 
by falconry, or while trapping,” 
said Capt. Mike Hammer, DNR 
education program coordinator. 
This restriction does not apply to 
persons hunting by falconry.

Blaze orange, more than any oth-
er color, is the most easily seen and 
recognized bright, unnatural color 
against a natural background. 
This shade of orange is the only 
satisfactory color for hunters to 
wear under all weather and light 
conditions.

From the standpoint of hunter 
safety, Hammer said the wear-
ing of this high-visibility cloth-
ing while small game hunting in 
heavy cover, such as for grouse 
and pheasant, is a great commu-
nications tool.

“Blaze orange clothing is a tre-
mendous aid in helping hunters 
maintain visual contact with 
one another, particularly when 
moving through dense cover or 
woods,” Hammer said. “Any 
hunter who has ever identified 
someone strictly by seeing an 
orange patch knows its value in 
keeping track of other hunters in 
the field.”

NEBRaSka 

NEBRaSka PHEaSaNT 
oUTLook

I have heard a lot of discussion 
lately on the outlook for pheasants 
in Nebraska this year.  Much of the 
state will be similar to last year 
with the hot spot likely in south-
west Nebraska.  Several things are 
impacting our numbers right now.  
First, the winter we survived was 
an unusually tough one with cold 
temps and prolonged deep snow.  
That was hard for most wildlife 
to survive and undoubtedly had 
an impact on pheasants.  They 
can scratch through some snow 
but not several feet!  Second, we 
had a really cool and wet spring/
early summer which likely did 
not help pheasant recruitment this 
year.  Such weather impacts insect 
populations and is not ideal for 
young chicks.

My suggestion is to understand 
these impacts and enjoy the sea-
son.  In areas of quality habitat, 
you will find birds and your dog 
will be thrilled.  In areas of poor 
habitat,  hunting may be more 
difficult.  The key in all this is 
having quality habitat for pheas-
ants to survive weather outbreaks 
such as our last winter and spring.  
The Commission and Pheasants 
Forever have been working with 
landowners for several years now 
to enhance pheasant habitat and 
the benefits of such efforts are 
starting to pay off.   More and more 
landowners are changing practices 
to benefit pheasants and we hope 
such efforts will continue.

Don’t get discourage as the birds 
are out there.  Find good habitat 
and you will find roosters.  Enjoy 
each outing with friends and dogs 
and appreciate the birds that they 
bring to you.

Get Em’ Out There... Rawly

NoRTH DakoTa 


