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News From The AKC

Podcast About Canine 
Structure with Pat 
Hastings Released 
The AKC Canine Health 

Foundation is pleased to release 
the next podcast in the Genome 
Barks series. This week on Ge-
nome Barks we welcome Pat 
Hastings, a lecturer on canine 
structure, form and function, 
and the 2001 winner of the 
Doberman Pinscher Club of 
America Lifetime Achievement 
Award. Mrs. Hastings discusses 
her structural evaluation pro-
cess, the importance of breed 
type, health and temperament 
when evaluating a litter of pup-
pies, and her caveat of never let-
ting pieces be more important 
than the whole. Mrs. Hastings 
also describes the developmen-
tal milestones that breeders 
should watch for.

Pat Hastings has been in-
volved in the dog world since 
1959. Her career has progressed 
from owner-handler to breeder, 
professional handler, educator 
and AKC judge for the Work-
ing, Herding and Non-Sport-
ing Groups, 11 Terrier Breeds, 
Junior Handling and Best In 
Show. Her credentials range 
from 4-H leadership to show 
chair of the 1995 Doberman 
Pinscher National Specialty, 

from DPCA Judges Education 
to participation on a number of 
panels and committees concern-
ing canine structure and health 
issues. She has authored many 
articles that have appeared in 
a variety of publications, such 
as the Doberman Review, Dog 
News, NAIA News and the 
AKC Gazette.

Over years of research, Pat 
and her husband, the late E.R. 
“Bob” Hastings, developed the 
structural evaluation process 
detailed in their highly ac-
claimed Puppy Puzzle DVD. 
Pat has been doing a presenta-
tion, based on the Hastings’ 
evaluation process, at National 
Specialties throughout the 
United States for twenty years. 
She also presents full seminars 
around the world. Pat has writ-
ten three books, “Tricks of the 
Trade: From Best Intentions to 
Best In Show,” “Another Piece 
of the Puzzle: Puppy Develop-
ment” and her soon to be re-
leased “Structure in Action.”

Besides teaching others this 
structural evaluation process, 
Pat also evaluates an average 
of 350 litters per year across all 
groups.

Pat has been very active in 
club work over the years, hold-
ing numerous offices, including 
show chair for all breed and 
specialty clubs to myriad com-
mittees. She was active in the 
Yakima Valley KC (Washington 

State), the Mt Hood Doberman 
Pinscher Club (Oregon) and 
the Doberman Pinscher Club 
of America and now also the 
Oregon Judges Group.

The Genome Barks podcast 
series features lectures from 
the highly successful AKC and 
CHF Breeders Symposia and 
provides responsible breeders 
and pet owners an inside look 
at the work being done by the 
AKC Canine Health Founda-
tion.

New podcasts are released 
every two weeks and can be 
accessed from the AKC Canine 
Health Foundation website at 
www.CanineHealthFounda-
tion.org - click on “Podcasts.” 
They are also available on 
Apple’s iTunes® or directly at 
www.genomebarks.com.

Clubs are encouraged to 
add the Genome Barks Podcast 
link to their home pages. Con-
tact the AKC Canine Health 
Foundation to obtain graphics 
and links. 

AKC Launches New 
Breeder of Merit 

Program
The American Kennel Club® 

(AKC®) announced today the 
launch of the Breeder of Merit 
program, a new initiative de-
signed to recognize AKC’s core 
breeders.

“The Breeder of Merit pro-
gram allows the American 
Kennel Club to celebrate our 
dedicated, passionate breeders 
who truly are the backbone of 
the sport and the foundation of 


