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Modernization Act of 2009 (S. 941), 
introduced by Sen. Mike Crapo 
(R-ID) and Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee Chairman Patrick Leahy 
(D-VT.), and H.R. 2296, introduced 
by Rep. Steve King (R-IA) and Rep. 
Zack Space (D-OH), would strike 
a fair balance between providing 
ATF with long-sought additional 
regulatory powers while at the 
same time affording licensees 
more rights and due process in 
the regulatory process. The bill 
would allow ATF new powers to 
issue fines and suspend licenses 
of firearms retailers (as opposed 
to current regulations which only 
allow for license revocation). The 
legislation would also define what 
a “willful” violation is and provide 
for revocation hearings before an 
administrative law judge, rather 
than an ATF official.

AVMA applauds U.S. 
House for passing 

Veterinary Services 
Investment Act, looks 

to Senate
The American Veterinary 

Medical Association (AVMA) ap-
plauds the U.S. House for passing 
the Veterinary Services Investment 
Act this week. 

The legislation authorizes the 
secretary of agriculture to award 
competitive grants to develop, 
implement and sustain veterinary 
services in communities all across 
the country where they are most 
needed.  The bill now goes to the 
Senate.

“We are excited and grateful 
our representatives passed this 
bill. It is obvious our representa-
tives in Washington, D.C., have 
begun to understand the critical 
role of large-animal, mixed ani-

mal, and public health veterinar-
ians play in protecting livestock 
and ultimately consumers in the 
United States,” says Dr. Larry 
Kornegay, president of the AVMA.  
“The Veterinary Services Invest-
ment Act will offer grants to draw 
more veterinarians to shortage 
areas by helping them establish or 
expand practices with new equip-
ment and technology.  We need 
these veterinarians to coordinate 
veterinary services and enhance 
food safety and food protection 
systems.”

Today in America, 1,300 coun-
ties have no veterinarians to treat 
25,000 livestock, and the problem 
is expected to get worse.  This 
shortage not only affects the well-
being of farmers and livestock but 
can have negative public health 
consequences. The public relies 
on veterinarians to safeguard the 
food supply and monitor the threat 
of zoonotic diseases, (diseases 
transmitted between animals and 
people), such as avian influenza 
(bird flu).  Over the last 25 years, 
75 percent of all the emerging dis-
eases in people were zoonotic.

“Large-animal veterinarians, 
in particular, are integral to small, 
rural communities.  It is absolutely 
necessary for the farmers, ranchers 
and those who care for animals of 
all shapes and sizes to have access 
to qualified local veterinary clin-
ics.  Unfortunately, too many rural 
communities don’t have this nec-
essary resource.  The Veterinary 
Services Investment Act will make 
a difference,” says Congressman 
Adrian Smith (R-NE), sponsor of 
the bill.

The legislation provides grants 
to relocate or recruit veterinarians 
and veterinary technicians into 
shortage areas, support veterinary 
students seeking training in food 
safety or food-supply veterinary 

medicine, and support continu-
ing education courses to help 
strengthen veterinary service and 
enhance food safety, among 
other programs.

For more information about 
this legislation and the food-
supply veterinary shortage, 
visit www.avma.org.
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NSSF Supports Boy 
Scouts with $100,000 

Grant
The National Shooting 

Sports Foundation will award 
for the fourth consecutive year 
a $100,000 grant to Boy Scouts 
of America in support of sport 
shooting opportunities at coun-
cils nationwide.

The funding allows the BSA 
Shooting Sports Grant program 
to provide assistance to Scout 
councils that have shooting 
programs or want to develop 
one. Learning about firearm 
safety and marksmanship has 
been part of Scouting for de-
cades, and increasingly it’s an 
activity that no longer ends 
when summer camp is over. 
Many local Scout groups now 
offer year-round target shoot-
ing programs thanks in part to 
funding from the BSA Shooting 
Sports Grant initiative.

“This is a tremendous initia-
tive that reaches the grassroots 


