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Bill to Protect 
Traditional 

Ammunition 
Introduced in U.S. 

House
By Larry Keane 

Following continued attacks 
by anti-hunting groups to ban 
traditional ammunition (ammuni-
tion containing lead-core compo-
nents) under the Toxic Substance 
Control Act (TSCA) of 1976, Rep. 
Paul Broun (R-Ga.) has introduced 
legislation (H.R. 6284) to clarify 
the longstanding exemption of 
ammunition under the act.

“This bill will help to ensure 
that America’s hunters and shoot-
ers can continue to choose for 
themselves the best ammunition 
to use,” said NSSF President and 
CEO Stephen L. Sanetti.

Earlier this week, Sen. Blanche 
Lincoln (D-Ark) introduced a 
similar bill in the United States 
Senate.

Last month, on the heels of 
a strong grassroots campaign 
led by NSSF, the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) denied a 
petition by the anti-hunting Center 
for Biological Diversity (CBD) to 
ban the production and distribu-
tion of traditional ammunition. 
The decision to deny the petition 
was met with strong support 
from hunting and conservation 
groups that recognized a ban on 
traditional ammunition would 
have a negative impact on wildlife 

conservation. The federal excise 
tax that manufacturers pay on the 
sale of ammunition (11 percent) 
is a primary source of wildlife 
conservation funding Last year, 
firearm and ammunition manufac-
turers contributed approximately 
$450 million dollars to wildlife 
conservation through excise tax 
payments.

“Wildlife management popu-
lation decisions are the proper 
jurisdiction of the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service and the 50 state 
wildlife agencies,” said NSSF Se-
nior Vice President and General 
Counsel Lawrence G. Keane. “This 
legislation will help safeguard this 
important policy.”

Representative Broun is the co-
chairman of the Second Amend-
ment Task Force.

Anti-gun Opposition 
to ATF Reform 
and Firearms 

Modernization Act 
Grows

By Larry Keane 
Today, the New York Times 

did something rather unorthodox. 
It ran a letter to the editor by two 
long-ago ATF directors that was in 
response to my letter to the Times 
published online this week. My 
letter responded to a Times’ edito-
rial opposing the ATF Reform and 
Firearms Modernization Act of 
2009 and explained why industry 
supports the bill. In today’s rebut-
tal letter to the editor, Clinton-era 
ATF Director John Magaw (ATF 
Director 1993-99) who has been 
out of office for over a decade and 
Steve Higgins (ATF Director 1982-
93), even further removed from 
ATF, along with two low-level 
former ATF agents (Joe Vince and 

Gerald Nunziato) took issue with 
NSSF support for this legislation – 
legislation that is supported by a 
bi-partisan majority in Congress.

Conspicuously absent from 
their letter, however, was any 
mention of their anti-gun affilia-
tions. One would think this would 
be important information for an 
interested reader to have.

Steve Higgins was paid to 
testify against members of the 
firearms industry in the Hamilton 
and NAACP cases — both tried 
before liberal activist judge Jack 
Weinstein — which sought to 
drive the firearms industry out of 
business by blaming manufactur-
ers for the actions of criminals. 
These cases were funded in part 
by billionaire anti-gun activists 
George Soros and Andrew McK-
elvey, the latter being benefactor 
of the now-defunct Americans for 
Gun Safety (AGS). In the NAACP 
case Higgins worked with anti-
gun lawyer Matthew Nozanchuk 
from the Violence Policy Center 
(VPC) and Sayre Weaver from the 
Legal Community Against Gun 
Violence (LCAV). Nozanchuk is 
now a high-ranking official in the 
Obama Justice Department.

As for ATF agents Joe Vince 
and Jerry Nuziatto, they’re part-
ners in a company they founded 
immediately after they left ATF 
called Crime Gun Solutions, LLC. 
Vince and Nuziatto have been 
paid to testify against members 
of the firearms industry, including 
appearances in the failed “munici-
pal litigations” brought chiefly by 
the Brady Center. Joe Vince served 
on the board of the deceptively 
named American Hunters and 
Shooters Association (AHSA), 
which, like its predecessor AGA, 
is now defunct.

The ATF Reform and Firearms 


