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five-note greeting call, you 
can start to incorporate faster 
or slower rhythms and adjust 
the amount of vocal inflection 
(sound in your throat) to realis-
tically duplicate several differ-
ent-sounding mallard hens.

Step 3: Feeding and 
Contentment Sounds

While the machine-gun-like 
feeding call heard on the contest 
stage is impressive, Ronquest 
says that a more effective call 
to learn and use in the field is 
a single “kuk,” which starts at 
the back of the throat.

Duck calling in the 
field

Ronquest says the single 
“kuk” call is far more effective 
to know in the field than the 
loud show calls used in calling 
contests.

“This is a much easier call 
to learn compared to a sophis-
ticated-sounding contest feed 
call,” says Ronquest. “And it is 
one that I use in some form or 
fashion every day while calling 
ducks.

Ronquest uses the call to 
replicate the broken chatter 
of birds on the water, keep-
ing the ducks’ attention as he 
slows down, speeds up and 
changes his vocal inflection: 
“kuk-kuk-kuk, ku-ku, ku, ku, 
kuk, kuk...”

It is also a call Ronquest 
uses aggressively later in the 
season when working ducks 
that have grown accustomed 

to more tradi-
tional methods: 
“KUK, KUK, 
K U K  K U K 
KUK, KUK...”

Step 4: Put-
ting It All To-
gether

There is no 
secret to be-
coming a better 
caller, Ronquest 
says. Develop-
ing a founda-
tion of realistic 
sounds is only 
going to hap-
pen if a hunter 
spends t ime 
practicing.

R o n q u e s t 
e n c o u r a g e s 
callers to strive 
to get to a point where they 
can hit a five-note greeting 
call, loud or soft, fast or slow, 
without much thinking. Add in 
some of the basic feed- or con-
tentment-type clucks, and you 
have essentially everything you 
need in order to work even the 
wariest of mallards throughout 
the season.

And he says that once 
a hunter takes what he has 
learned to the marsh or the 
timber, he should keep an eye 
on the ducks’ body language 
for an indication of what they 
want to hear.

“You’ll see by how the birds 
react if they want a little or a 
lot of calling,” says Ronquest. 
“Most days it will be a mixture 
of everything; you just have to 

experiment. But the only way 
to figure it out completely is 
by getting out there and doing 
it.”

Some days that means even 
this world-champion duck 
caller will simply put his call 
in his pocket and pull the jerk 
string.

“You just have to be will-
ing to change it up some,” 
says Ronquest. “But that is the 
fun and challenge of shooting 
ducks up close and personal.”

And for those days when 
nothing seems to work, Ron-
quest encourages hunters to not 
get too disappointed.

“You will never get them 
all day, day in and day out. 
Nobody does.”


