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Duck Calling 101
Four steps to better calling 

By John Pollman
From Ducks Unlimited

Stand on Main Street in  
Stuttgart, Ark., during  
the Wings Over the 

Prairie Festival and a hunter 
might start thinking that the 
only successful caller is one 
who can create a 90-second 
symphony of sounds on his 
favorite call.

But if you strip away the 
elaborate hail calls and the roll-
ing feeding chuckle, what you 
have left is a basic framework 
of sounds that any hunter can 
master. And according to one 
world-champion caller, the 
simple stuff is all you need to 
call more ducks.

Step 1: The Basic 
Quack

Arkansas duck hunter Jim 
Ronquest is quite familiar with 
both sides of the duck-calling 
world.

As winner of the 2006 
World’s Duck Calling Contest, 
Ronquest knows what it takes to 
win over a panel of judges. But 
as a hunter, guide and producer 
of Rich-n-Tone Call’s popular 
“RNT-V” program, Ronquest’s 
livelihood is grounded in being 
able to bring ducks up close and 
personal.

Ronquest’s first rule 

in calling ducks: Get 
down to the basics.

“The bottom line is, if you 
cannot make that one single, 
basic quack, you will struggle 
with everything else,” says 
Ronquest. “It is the foundation 
for just about everything you 
do with a duck call.”

Ronquest suggests that 
hunters say, “hut,” “hoot,” 
“wick,” “wack” or another 
similar word into the call, using 
the tongue to stop the flow of 
air at the end of the syllable.

“Once you can do one, do 
two, then three and so on until 
you can make five quacks right 
in a row, keeping them all ex-
act, all on the same level,” says 
Ronquest.

Step 2: Putting Them 
on a String

Once you can do five identi-
cal quacks in a row, Ronquest 
says you can start working at 
stringing the sounds together 
into a duck-like rhythm.

“Think of the children’s 
nursery rhyme, ‘Three Blind 
Mice,’ or break it down into 
numbers,” says Ronquest. 
“Each quack should step down 
in pitch, length and volume.”

QUAAAACK, QUAAACK, 
QUAack, Quack, quack

or

OOOOOONE, TWOOOO, 
THreee, Four, five

Ronquest says once you’ve 
gotten a feeling for the basic 
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