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Pro Dog Trainer Chad 
Hines Discovers New 

Ways To Train 

Chad Hines of Wil 
low Creek Kennels  
is one of D.T. Sys-

tems top Pro Trainers.  He has 
developed a new training tech-
nique that has greatly increased 
the performance of the upland 
dogs he is training.

“Dummy Launchers have 
been used for some time in the 
retrieving community,” says 
Hines.  “Recently, we have 
been using them in our up-
land training as well. We have 
found dummy launchers to be 
extremely beneficial in increas-
ing prey drive and marking 
ability.”

In the spring of 2010 Wil-
low Creek Kennels visited fel-
low Orvis endorsed training 
and breeding facility, Wildrose 
Kennels in Oxford, MS. Chad 
and other trainers from Willow 
Creek were amazed to see the 
British labs at Wildrose pick 
a bumper in a flight pen with 
over 80 pigeons and pheasants 
flying around them. This idea 
transpired into firing a dummy 
launcher in line with a flushed 
bird, which a pointing dog 

had found and pointed.  Chad 
found with proper training, 
dogs will mark the dummy as 
if it were a downed bird.

Chad starts by giving the 
dog the “whoa” cue.  Next, he 
fires a light blank without a 
bird present. If the dog retrieves 
the dummies well, this step in 
training will be very easy. He 
plays this game until the dog 
will retrieve the bumper in any 
situation.  They never fire the 
bumper unless the dog is suc-
cessful with the “whoa” cue. 
The fired dummy is positive 
reinforcement for a properly 
executed “whoa”.  This process 
is similar to our use of Positive 
Reinforcement Pigeons which 
strengthens our dog’s “whoa” 
using positive reinforcement.

“Next, we transition to re-
trieving a dummy with a bird 
present. To accomplish this, we 
put a bird out and bring the 
dog in to point it.” Chad says.  
“We then flush the bird and let 
the dog chase it. When the dog 
returns, we “whoa” them, and 
fire the dummy. This adds a 
great middle step between hav-

ing no birds present to being 
able to walk in, flush the bird, 
fire the launcher in line with 
the bird, and our dog will mark 
and retrieve the dummy. This 
process allows us to provide a 
positive reinforcement retrieve 
on every job well done.”

“The D.T. Super-Pro Dum-
my Launcher is the perfect tool 
for this training.   The launcher 
is easy to use and sends the 
dummy as far as we need for 
any situation,” says Hines.  
“We have shot thousands of 
loads through our Super-Pro 
launchers and they keep per-
forming.”

There is a big difference 
between a hand thrown bum-
per and a bumper fired from a 
launcher. The increased speed 
of a fired bumper stimulates 
prey drive. Being predators, 
dogs naturally will chase any-
thing that tries to get away.

“When we first start our 
launcher introduction we use 
a light blank and fire it low 
creating a bouncing, rolling 
bumper that most pups can-
not resist,” says Hines. “This 
bounding dummy is a great 
way to develop retrieving and 
prey desire in any dog. It is very 
important to fire away from 
the dog because the dummy 
needs to appear to be trying 
to get away and not attack the 
dog. To increase prey drive, we 
create situations where birds 
and dummies try to escape the 
grasp of the dog.”

Before starting to train with 
a dummy launcher, be sure to 
have a proper gun introduction 
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