
Oct/Nov 2010                                                 Now in our nineenth year                                                                     www.Bdarn.com

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, 563 17th Ave NW, New Brighton, MN 55112 612-868-9169 Cell
We are the largest read hunting/dog magazine

14

Vets Corner

Is there a pet 
population problem?

Every year, millions of 
unwanted dogs and cats, in-
cluding puppies and kittens, 
are needlessly euthanized. The 
good news is that every pet 
owner can make a difference. 
By having your dog or cat sur-
gically sterilized, you will do 
your part to prevent the birth 
of unwanted puppies and kit-
tens and enhance your pet’s 
health and quality of life.

What about pet 
behavior and pet 

reproduction?
Contrary to what some 

people believe, getting preg-
nant — even once — does 
not improve the behavior of 
female dogs and cats. In fact, 
the mating instinct may lead 
to undesirable behaviors and 
result in undue stress on both 
the owner and the animal. 
Also, while some pet owners 
may have good intentions, 
few are prepared for the work 
involved in monitoring their 
pet’s pregnancy, caring for the 
puppies or kittens and locating 
good homes for them.

What is surgical 
sterilization?

During surgical steriliza-
tion, a veterinarian removes 
certain reproductive organs. 
If your cat or dog is a female, 
the veterinarian will 
usually remove her 
ovaries, fallopian 
tubes, and uterus. 
The medical name 
for this surgery is an 
ovariohysterectomy, 
although it is com-
monly called “spay-
ing.” If your pet is 
a male, the testicles 
are removed and the 
operation is called an 
orchiectomy, com-
monly referred to as 
castration or simply 
“neutering.”

While both spay-
ing and neutering 
are major surgical 
procedures, they are also the 
most common surgeries per-
formed by veterinarians on cats 
and dogs. Before the procedure, 
your pet is given a thorough 
physical examination to ensure 
that it is in good health. Gen-
eral anesthesia is administered 
during the surgery and medi-

cations are given to minimize 
pain. You will be asked to keep 
your pet calm and quiet for a 
few days after surgery as the 
incision begins to heal.

What are the benefits 
to society of spaying 

and neutering?
Both surgeries prevent un-

wanted litters and eliminate 
many of the behavioral prob-
lems associated with the mating 
instinct.

What are the benefits 
to spaying 
my female 

pet?
Female dogs 

e x p e r i e n c e  a 
“heat” cycle ap-
proximately every 
six months, de-
pending upon the 
breed. A female 
dog’s heat cycle 
can last as long 
as 21 days, dur-
ing which your 
dog may leave 
blood stains in the 
house and may 
become anxious, 
short-tempered 

and actively seek a mate. A fe-
male dog in heat may be more 
likely to fight with other female 
dogs, including other females 
in the same household.
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