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There you are walking  
through the woods  
when you find your 

dog becomes a little too curi-
ous at the base of a tree. What 
could it be? A squirrel? Nope, 
they’d be up the tree. A bunny? 
maybe... Oh No! It’s Quilled 
Terror!

A porcupine and it has left 
it’s mark on your dog. Now 
what? This was my case with 
Ener.

Step 1: As with anything 
in life, Don’t Panic! An extra 
ten minutes with quills in their 
snout might make the point 
that next time a porky should 
be give the right of way. 

Step 2: The quills will need 
to be removed, take out your 
wire cutters and pliers and start 
the job... or if your like me they 
can be found at home an hour 
away. Next year I am going to 
pick-up a small tackle box to 
leave in the truck with emer-
gency stuff too large to take 
on the hunt. A pliers and wire 
cutters will be in that kit.

Quilled Terror!!!
Removing Porcupine Quills from an Idiot!

By Dennis Guldan

Step 3: Hold down the idiot 
dog and use your wire cutters 
to cut the ends off the quills, 
making sure to leave plenty 
left to pull out. This lets out the 
air and makes them easier to 
remove. Ener did not like this 
part, but then she realized they 
hurt less after.

Step 4: Now take the pliers 
and pull out the cut quills. I 
found in Eners case Ellen held 
her and I quickly grabbed a 

Porcupine Quills

quill, Ener did the pulling. And 
amazingly the more we pulled, 
though she barked, she came 
back to get more removed.
Step 5: Let your dog heal, apply 
disinfectant if you must. I didn’t 
and there was very little blood.

Sometimes 
Noseyness 
turns into 
Nastyness


