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News From The Enemy Camp And Good Guys

Quarterly Firearm 
and Ammunition 
Excise Taxes up 52 

Percent
According to the most 

recent Firearms and Ammuni-
tion Excise Tax Collection Re-
port, released by the Depart-
ment of the Treasury, firearm 
and ammunition manufactur-
ers report excise tax obliga-
tions to be more than $122 
million in the second calendar 
quarter of 2009, up 52 percent 
over the same time period re-
ported in 2008.

This dramatic increase fol-
lows a 43 percent increase in 
excise tax obligations from the 
previous quarter (1Q, 2009) 
and 12 straight months of sig-
nificant increases in FBI back-
ground checks – another strong 
indicator of firearm sales. Ex-
cise tax obligations over the 
last reported 12 months (July 
2008 through June 2009) were 
more than $419.8 million, an 
increase of $105.9 million (33.7 
percent) over the preceding 
12–month period (July 2007 
through June 2008). The year’s 
substantial increases in back-
ground checks and federal 
excise tax obligations began 
just prior to the 2008 elections 
and flourished despite a wors-
ening economy.

Manufacturers of firearms 
and ammunition pay a federal 
excise tax -- a major source of 
wildlife conservation funding 
-- on all firearms and ammuni-
tion manufactured (11 percent 
on long guns and ammunition 
and 10 percent on handguns).

The report, which covers 
the time period of April 1, 2009 
through June 30, 2009, shows 
that $33.5 million was due in 
taxes for pistols and revolvers, 
$42.3 million for long guns and 
$46.1 million for ammunition. 
Compared to the same quarter 
in 2008, excise tax obligations 
were up 44.4 percent for hand-
guns, 51.3 percent for long guns 
and 57.5 percent for ammuni-
tion.

Translation to sales:

Using the latest reporting 
data as an indication of sales, a 
projection of $1.14 billion was 

generated in the second quarter 
(calendar year) of 2009. Please 
keep in mind that although 
excise taxes are one of the best 
indicators of industry perfor-
mance, they only reflect what 
excise taxes the manufacturers 
have filed and do NOT reflect 
retail mark-up and final retail 
sales.

Pistols and revolvers:  
   $33,552,785.73 / .10 = 
$33,552,857.30 = $335.5 million 
for handguns 

Long guns:  
   $42,373,696.86 / .11 = 
$385,215,426.00 = $385.2 million 
for long guns

Ammunition:  
   $46,157,400.88 / .11 = 
$419,612,735.27 = $419.6 million 
for ammunition

Total estimation for the 
quarter: $1.14 billion 
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Firearms Industry 
Remains Critical of 
Governor Following 
Press Conference on 

Ammunition Bill
Facing his lowest approv-

al ratings (27 percent) in his 
six years as governor, Arnold 
Schwarzenegger (R-CA) today 
attempted to mitigate fall-out 
from his decision to sign into 
law legislation (AB 962) he 
vetoed just five years earlier 
establishing ammunition regis-
tration in the Golden State. The 
governor claimed his flip-flop-
ping on the issue was based on 
public safety, a far cry from his 
veto statement in 2004 when he 
called such burdensome regula-
tions “simply unworkable” and 
of “no public benefit.”

The California Association 
of Firearms Retailers (CAFR) 
and the National Shooting 
Sports Foundation (NSSF) – the 
trade association for the fire-
arms and ammunition industry 
– have remained highly critical 
of the governor’s acquiescence 
to the gun-control lobby, using 
his own statistics against him.

NSSF has estimated that 
AB 962 would cost California 
at least $2.92 million annually 
in lost sales taxes and $629,000 
in increased operating costs for 
state agencies. Lost retail sales 
in California were estimated at 
$35.7 million. These estimates 
followed the recent release of 
a study by the Governor’s Of-
fice of Small Business Advocate 
that show over-regulation of 
small businesses in California 

costing the state an estimated 
$492 billion, almost five times 
the state’s general fund budget 
and almost a third of the state’s 
gross product. The Small Busi-
ness Advocate study also found 
that California’s regulatory 
burdens costs an average of 
$134,122 per California busi-
ness, $13,801 per household 
and $4,685 per resident each 
year. Small businesses are 98 
percent of the state’s enterprises 
and provide 52 percent of the 
jobs.

“Despite the excuses given 
this morning by the governor, 
nothing will change the fact 
that this legislation will drive 
many small, independent re-
tailers already struggling in a 
poor economy out of business 
or force them to flee California’s 
burdensome and hostile regula-
tory environment for greener 
economic pastures elsewhere-- 
taking with them their jobs 
and tax revenue,” said CAFR 
President Marc Halcon.

Criticism over ammunition 
registration has been mount-
ing as details of the legislation 
have come to light. “As small 
business owners are begin-
ning to understand the full 
ramifications of this legislation, 
including the stringent storage 
requirements for ammunition, 
our phones have been ringing 
off the hook,” said NSSF Senior 
Vice President and General 
Counsel Lawrence G. Keane.

The retail-storage require-
ments associated with AB 962 
will go into effect this January 
(2010), giving small businesses 

only two months to come into 
compliance, while the rest of 
the bill, including the captur-
ing and storage of personal 
consumer data, goes into effect 
in 2011, well after the governor 
is out of office and able to es-
cape criticism from law-abiding 
consumers.

Commenting on how an 
ammunition registry will ul-
timately affect law-abiding 
citizens, Halcon noted, “Those 
retailers who can afford to stay 
in California will be forced to 
substantially raise prices on 
law-abiding consumers who, 
under AB 962, will now be fin-
gerprinted like common crimi-
nals simply for exercising their 
Second Amendment rights.”

Halcon concluded, “Like 
the layers of gun control Cali-
fornia already has on the books, 
ammunition registration will 
do nothing to curb crime. It is 
silly, at best, to think criminals 
will stand in line to be finger-
printed to buy ammunition 
from licensed retailers. Gover-
nor Schwarzenegger has just 
created an underground black 
market for ammunition.”

NSSF Recommends 
Five Actions for 
Hunters to Take

 With hunting season un-
folding like the colors of au-
tumn, the National Shooting 
Sports Foundation encourages 
five actions hunters can take 
during this time of fair chase 
and harvest.

“We ask hunters to consider 
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these thoughtful actions during 
this beautiful time of year when 
we enjoy the companionship of 
family and friends in the out-
doors and the riches that nature 
provides for us,” said Steve Sa-
netti, president of NSSF. “Each 
one of these actions reaffirms 
the value of hunting on a per-
sonal level and reminds us of 
our obligations toward wildlife 
and our fellow hunters.”

Put healthful fare 
locally acquired on 

your table
Although it may appear to 

be a current movement, liv-
ing an eco-friendly lifestyle is 
not new to hunters, who have 
always relied on renewable 
resources to provide nutritious 
food for their families -- food 
locally acquired and unfettered 
by hormones or processed feed. 
As NSSF President Steve Sanet-
ti has pointed out in a national 
column, “Eighty-four percent 
of us hunt exclusively in our 
home states. Only 5 percent 
never hunt locally. Compared 
with consumers of U.S. super-
market food which routinely 
travels as much as 2,500 miles 
from source to table, we are 
model locavores.”

Take a youth hunting
Nearly 300,000 apprentice 

hunting licenses have been 
put to use thanks to legislation 
passed in 29 states that allows 
a youngster to try hunting 
with a licensed adult mentor. 
Youth who are introduced to 
supervised hunting at an early 
age tend to stick with it, while 
children introduced in their 
mid-teens are often diverted 
by video games and organized 
sports. Check your state hunt-
ing regulations to see if the op-
portunity exists to take a youth 
hunting.

Be a good 
conservationist

Learn about the critical 
role hunters have played in 
protecting wildlife and wild 
places. Join a conservation or-
ganization that helps protect 
the species of your choice. With 
interest in wildlife and habitat 
heightened by Ken Burns’ “Na-
tional Parks: America’s Best 
Idea” series, now is a good time 
to explain to youngsters how as 
hunters they are part of a com-
munity that helped save the 
white-tailed deer, wild turkey 
and Rocky Mountain elk. Teach 

them how they can carry on the 
legacy of Theodore Roosevelt 
and Aldo Leopold. A good 
place to start is NSSF’s booklet, 
The Hunter and Conservation 
and the video, Unendangered 
Species.

Be an ethical 
sportsman

Practice and teach the rules 
of fair chase, and report viola-
tors of written laws and regu-
lations. Lawbreakers hurt the 
image of responsible hunt-
ers. Unwritten rules also exist 
among hunters that must be 
followed, such as agreeing not 
to take an excessively long shot, 
using inadequate equipment 
and preparing properly for the 
hunt. Those who violate these 
unwritten rules should be cor-
rected. Learn more from NSSF’s 
brochure, “The Ethical Hunter.” 
Consider reading “Beyond Fair 
Chase” by Jim Posewitz. Your 
state fish and wildlife agency 
(find them at www.huntand-
shoot.org) or the International 
Hunter Education Association 
(www.ihea.org) can assist with 
hunter education courses.

Practice safe gun 
handling at home and 

in the field
Hunting season is always a 

good time to take stock of how 
safely your firearms are stored 
in the home. Proper storage 
of firearms, with ammunition 
stored separately, can help 
prevent firearms accidents, 
particularly among children. 
Learn the basics of safe gun 
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handling by reading the NSSF 
brochure “Firearm Safety De-
pends on You” or by watching 
the video of the same title either 
on DVD or online at www.nssf.
org. Learn about safe storage of 
firearms in the home at www.
projectchildsafe.org.

Firearms Industry 
Applauds 

Introduction of 
Fishing and Hunting 

Heritage Bill
The National Shooting 

Sports Foundation, the trade 
association for the firearms, 
ammunition, hunting and 
shooting sports industry, 
applauded the introduction 
of legislation, the Recre-
ational Fishing and Hunting 
Heritage and Opportunities 
Act (HR 3749), to greatly en-
hance the ability of federal 
land managers to provide, 
promote and plan for rec-
reational uses that balance 
the needs and interests of all 
outdoor enthusiasts.

The bill, introduced by 
U.S. Reps. Dan Boren (D-Ok-
la.) and Paul Ryan (R-Wis.), 
requires that all federal pub-
lic land planners evaluate 
the effects that management 
initiatives have on outdoors 
activities and provide a clear 
analysis of how proposed 
actions would affect these 
traditional users of federal 
public lands.

“This legislation is key to 
ensuring that our hunting 
and shooting heritage con-
tinues to endure, even amidst 
continued threats from anti-
hunting and anti-gun special 
interest groups, on federal 
lands,” said NSSF Senior Vice 
President and General Coun-
sel Lawrence G. Keane.

The bill specifically directs 
the U.S. Forest Service and 
the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment to utilize the multi-use 
mandates in their agencies’ 
respective land-management 
plans to promote sportsmen 
and sportswomen’s access to 
forest and public lands.

The bill would further 
provide federal land man-
agers with the authority to 
designate specific areas for 
recreational shooting.

“The firearms industry 
thanks Congressmen Boren 
and Ryan for their continued 
support of sportsmen and 
women in the United States,” 
concluded Keane. 
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State News

ARIzoNA
Dove season opens 

Friday, Nov. 20 Most 
popular game bird 

offers bountiful autumn 
harvest

Hunters can be thankful even 
before the big Thanksgiving 
feast, because Friday, Nov. 20 
marks the return of dove sea-
son.

Late season dove hunting of-
fers all day hunting (the early 
season is primarily half-day 
hunting). Along with the full 
days, the season is liberal and 
open for just over six weeks, 
allowing plenty of hunting op-
portunity.

The season runs from Nov. 20, 
2009 – Jan. 3, 2010. The bag limit 
is 10 birds per day.

The late season is a great time 
to enjoy cooler temperatures, 
and little to no hunting pres-
sure, when compared to the 
early season.

Another great thing about the 
late season is the chance to hunt 
quail and rabbits in the same 
uplands that dove inhabit, of-
fering a mixed bag bonanza.

Each of these game animals 
make great table fare, but com-
bined it is an autumn harvest 
smorgasbord.

Happy hunting, and be safe.

To download the 2009-10 Ari-
zona Dove and Band-tailed Pi-
geon Regulations, and to learn 
more about how small game 
hunting can be big fun, visit 
www.azgfd.gov/hunting.
Take advantage of small 

game opportunities
With small game season in 

full swing, now is a great time 
to get out in the field and do 
some hunting and scouting for 
your upcoming hunt. Most of 
the habitat that javelina occupy 
is also good habitat for quail 
(Gambel’s, scaled and Mearns’), 
cottontail rabbits, jackrabbits, 
dove, squirrel and even ducks. 
Not to mention, all of these spe-
cies make great table fare when 
cared for properly.

Young hunters can hone many 
of the same skills needed to 
hunt javelina when pursuing 
rabbits and squirrels with a 
.22 rifle, including using their 
binoculars to discover game, 
identifying habitat, stalking, 
marksmanship, and proper 
field care for dressing harvested 
game.

Small game season offers big 
fun, with plenty of pursuits 
and long seasons. Season dates 
are:

    * Year-round – cottontail 
rabbits and jackrabbits

    * Oct. 2, 2009 – Feb. 7, 2010 – 
Gambel’s and scaled quail

    * Oct. 2 – Dec. 31, 2009 – 
squirrel season

    * Oct. 9/23, 2009 – Jan 
17/31, 2010 – waterfowl season 
(mountain/desert zones)

    * Nov. 20 2009 – Jan. 3, 2010 
– dove season

    * Nov. 27, 2009 – Feb. 7, 2010 
– Mearns’ quail

Ben Avery Shooting 
Facility sets winter hours 

and new late arrival 
check-in

Recreational shooters are 
reminded that the Ben Avery 
Shooting Facility is operating 
on winter business hours as of 
Oct. 15.

In addition, shooters arriving 
near closing time are required 
to check-in 30 minutes before 
closing time to allow shooters 
and archers ample range time. 
Arriving with less than 30 min-
utes could leave customers in 
the middle of a cease- fire, of-
fering little to no opportunity 
to shoot.

Ben Avery Shooting Facility 
winter business hours are:

    * Monday – CLOSED
    * Tuesday – CLOSED
    * Wednesday – 8 a.m. to 8 

p.m. (7:30 p.m. last check-in 
time)

    * Thursday – 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
(7:30 p.m. last check-in time)

    * Friday – 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
(2:30 p.m. last check-in time)

    * Saturday – 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
(7:30 p.m. last check-in time)

    * Sunday – 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
(2:30 p.m. last check-in time)

Winter hours are in effect until 
May 14, 2010.
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Quail hunters: Washes, 
walking and water are 

key this season
2009-10 season offers less 

crowds, exploration and mixed 
bag

Quail check station results 
from the season opener week-
end (Oct. 3-4) vary and suggest 
populations are below-average 
in central regions to well-below-
average in southern regions of 
the state reported Arizona 
Game and Fish Department 
officials.

Southern region check stations 
(Freeman & Willow Springs) 
recorded 1.8 birds per day of 
which the harvest comprised 
of juveniles was at 50-57 per-
cent. The central region (Tonto 
Basin) reported slightly better 
numbers of 2.9 birds per day 
and 70 percent juveniles in the 
harvest.

“Field reports from quail 
hunters have been mixed,” 
said Public Information Of-
ficer, Doug Burt. “I’ve seen 
comments of 15-bird limits on 
chat forums one day and heard 
hunters state ‘I didn’t see a bird 
all day’ the next – clearly, hunt-
ers will need to search out the 
honey holes.”

Don’t despair, there is a silver 
lining.

“You can still go out and find 
birds, there’s always Gambel’s 
quail to hunt in Arizona – we 

just get spoiled by the 
great years,” said Small 
Game Program Supervi-
sor, Mike Rabe. “Hunt-
ers will need to focus 
on core quail habitat in 
lower elevations, areas 
with good cover (roost-
ing trees and low ground 
cover), drainage and wa-
ter source’s are a plus.”

Rabe added, “Washes 
are key and can pro-
vide upland hunters a 
smorgasbord of game 
to pursue including 
quail, mourning dove 
(reopens Nov. 20) and 

rabbits (jacks and cottontails) – 
all are exciting and challenging 
to hunt and excellent eating.”

The late season dove and 
year-round rabbit seasons are 
overlooked by many hunters 
says Rabe. “Many hunters are 
missing out - the weather is 
fantastic, there are no crowds, 
and doves and rabbits are plen-
tiful.”

Cover and habitat for all three 
game animals are similar and 
should include a combina-
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tion of mesquite-
lined washes, 
hackberry bush-
es, desert brittle 
brush, catclaw, 
varieties of des-
ert cacti, (prickly 
pear is a good 
indicator) and 
desert grasses 
between 1,500-
4,500 feet in el-
evation.

No. 6 shot is 
recommended 
during challeng-
ing seasons. The same shot is 
suitable for rabbits and doves 
flushing through cover too. So 
load up, be safe and enjoy the 
great American hunting tradi-
tion.

For more reports on the up-
land hunting season, tips, sea-
son dates and more, visit the 
Arizona Game and Fish Depart-
ment’s Web site at www.azgfd.
gov/hunting.

Dig out the deeks – the 
full waterfowl season is 

taking flight
Dig out the deeks and limber 

up those duck calls – the desert 
zone waterfowl hunting takes 
flight on Oct. 23 and closes on 
Jan. 31, but the best hunting 
may still be in the high coun-
try.

A lot of waterfowl hunters 
have already been taking ad-
vantage of the mountain zone 
waterfowl opportunities. Now 
the season has shifted to the 
lower elevations as well.

Randy Babb, an Arizona Game 
and Fish biologist and veteran 
duck hunter, said waterfowl 

reproduction estimates for this 
year are good in North Ameri-
ca, with most species showing 
an increase in numbers. Sum-
mer surveys this year indicated 
nesting was generally up.

“A common problem we ex-
perience in Arizona, despite 
nesting success, is warm winter 
weather. Often warm winters in 
the western states will ‘short-
stop’ much of the migrating 
waterfowl before they make it 
to the southern U.S. So while 
states north of us (Utah, Ne-
vada, etc.) enjoy fantastic hunt-
ing, we experience sporadic 

shooting at best,” 
Babb pointed 
out.

 On the other 
hand, he said, if 
warm weather 
keeps Arizona’s 
high  country 
waters  open , 
many ducks and 
geese will spend 
the winter there 
rather than mi-
grating to lower 
elevations.

“Simply put, many migrating 
waterfowl species go no farther 
south than they have to. If we 
have a warm winter, our state’s 
high elevations will likely offer 
the best hunting,” Babb said.

The early part of the season 
offers the best opportunities 
for some of the early migrants 
like cinnamon and blue-wing 
teal. November is usually when 
waterfowl hunting in the desert 
areas really picks up.

”At this time free water at 
northern latitudes typically 
becomes scarce, forcing birds 
southward to seek feeding and 
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resting areas. Mornings after 
big winter storms and severe 
cold snaps are often an excel-
lent time to check desert stock 
ponds for ducks,” Babb said.

Decoys will prove useful on 
central Arizona lakes, rivers, 
and ponds. “If you are decoy-
ing, you’ll want to start early. 
Have your decoys set and your 
blind built before legal shooting 
time comes. Once again, a little 
scouting will be a big help in 
finding a productive shooting 
spot,” Babb said.

Ducks tend to congregate in 
backwaters, slow runs on riv-
ers, and sheltered areas on lakes 
such as coves and the mouths 
of rivers and creeks.

“With some scouting you 
will discover that though there 
may be several spots that seem 
to look good and are used by 
ducks, there is one or a few 
spots that they prefer. Set out 
your decoys and build your 
blind while it is still dark so you 
will be situated at legal shoot-
ing time,” he advises.

Typically the best shooting 
is in the first couple of hours 
of the day, so it is important 
to be ready by legal shooting 
time. “On a typical duck hunt, 
shooting is usually over by 10 
or 11 a.m. Geese generally fly a 
little later than ducks, but you’ll 
still want to be prepared by first 
light,” Babb said.

Ducks will tend to move more 
in inclement weather, so shoot-
ing often lasts longer on these 
days. “Ducks have excellent 
eyesight and color vision, so 
keep this in mind when hunting 
them. Camouflage is recom-

mended. It is also very impor-
tant to remain motionless while 
birds are working the decoys 
or coming in,” said the veteran 
waterfowler.

To retrieve downed birds from 
stock tanks, try using a fishing 
rod rigged with a topwater 
plug. Cast over dead birds 
and reel them in. The same rig 
fitted with a diving plug will 
retrieve decoys in deep water 
by snagging the anchor line. Re-
member, only non-toxic or steel 
shot may be used for ducks and 
geese.

Early waterfowl – the 
appeal is mountain teal
The appeal is usually blue-

winged, cinnamon, and green-
winged teal for the early moun-
tain-zone-only waterfowl hunting 
starting Oct. 9, but you’ll likely 
find some resident mallards as 
well.

“Blue-winged teal are usually the 
first waterfowl we see move down 
the flyway,” said Migratory Bird 
Biologist Mike Rabe. “But there 
will often be some cinnamon and 
green-wings a little later and there 
are also resident waterfowl popu-
lations, such as mallards.”

Rabe added that most blue-wings 
will have already passed through 
the state by the time waterfowl 
season opens. “However, we have 
had quite a few blue-wings stay 
in the state long enough to show 
up in the harvest the last year or 
two.”

The Mountain Zone for water-
fowl is from Oct. 9, 2009 to Jan. 
16, 2010 and includes units 1-5, 7, 
9m 11M, 12A and those portions 
of Units 6 and 8 within Coconino 
County.

Keep in mind that the desert 
zone waterfowl season doesn’t 

open until Oct. 23 and then closes 
on Jan. 31, 2010.

“We have split zones for water-
fowl to provide hunters a longer 
season if they want to take advan-
tage of it,” Rabe said.

ColoRADo
Conservation of lesser 
prairie-chickens will 

be the subject of a 
workshop at the Division 

of Wildlife Office in 
lamar Nov. 12, from 4-8 

p.m.
The workshop is open to any-

one interested lesser prairie-
chicken conservation. 

“Local citizens interested in 
lesser prairie-chicken manage-
ment will be briefed on preser-
vation options and the identifi-
cation of specific management 
actions that will be most effec-
tive at the local level,” said Seth 
McClean, a wildlife conserva-
tion biologist with the DOW.

“By working with local stake-
holders we can discuss coop-
erative conservation solutions 
and develop a workable and 
effective management plan,” 
said McClean.

“The DOW has identified 
some potential strategies that 
might be implemented in part-
nership with local landown-
ers, land managers, and other 
stakeholders,” said Eric Odell, 
the Grasslands Species Con-
servation Coordinator for the 
DOW.  “However,” he added, 
“the agency would like to meet 
with any affected stakeholders 
to gather comments and answer 
questions before we proceed 
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with final development of the 
management plan.” 

“Conservation strategies are 
the core of any recovery plan.  
We are focusing on strategies 
intended to reverse the current 
decline of lesser prairie-chick-
ens,” Odell said.  “We hope to 
protect the remaining birds we 
have left and to create habi-
tat conditions that will allow 
populations to recover.”

Lesser prairie-chickens (Tym-
panuchus pallidicinctus) are a 
native grassland grouse species 
that are about the same size 
as domestic chickens.  Lesser 
prairie-chickens prefer san-
dy grassland areas that have 
an abundance of midgrasses, 
sandsage, and yucca.  They 
currently occupy grasslands in 
Texas, Oklahoma, New Mexico, 
Kansas, and Colorado.  Biolo-
gists estimate there are fewer 
than 40,000 breeding birds left 
range-wide.

Although lesser prairie-chick-
ens were widely distributed 
throughout southeast Colorado 
prior to European settlement, 
the bird’s occupied range is 
much smaller today.  The state 
officially lists the lesser prairie-
chicken as “threatened” in 
Colorado. 

Recent counts estimate there 
are fewer than 300 breeding 
birds remaining in the state.  
Most of the remaining lesser 
prairie-chickens are on private 
ranches in the extreme south-
eastern corner of Colorado, 
and on the Comanche National 
Grassland near Campo.

As with the other prairie 
grouse species, scientists at-
tribute population declines to 

the conversion of undisturbed 
open prairies to agricultural 
and other human use.

The DOW office in Lamar is 
located at 2500 S. Main St.

Anyone interested in par-
ticipating should contact Mike 
Smith at (719)336-6606 or (mi-
chael.smith@state.co.us).

Gunnison landowner 
Helps Conserve 

Gunnison Sage-Grouse
A Gunnison County rancher 

will be the first landowner in 
Colorado to participate in a 
voluntary conservation pro-
gram aimed at preserving the 
Gunnison sage-grouse. The 
Colorado Division of Wildlife 
has been working closely with 
landowners in the Gunnison 
Basin and other areas to help 
manage implementation of 
this conservation program ad-
ministered by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service.

By agreeing to conservation 
measures, landowners who 
participate in the program are 
guaranteed that no further land-
use restrictions or conditions 
will be required from them if 
the Gunnison sage-grouse is 
ever listed as a threatened or 
endangered species under the 
federal Endangered Species Act 
(ESA). The agreement, known 
as a Candidate Conservation 
Agreement with Assurances 
(CCAA), outlines conservation 
measures to benefit the Gun-
nison sage-grouse while still 
allowing the landowners to use 
their lands. 

Curtis Allen operates a 4,200-
acre ranch that is located in the 
Ohio Creek Valley, just north 
of Gunnison. A sage-grouse 
mating area, known as a lek, is 
located on his property and the 
ranch provides excellent year-
round habitat for the birds. Al-
len enrolled 2,700 acres in the 
CCAA program. The ranch is 
also adjacent to other ranches 
that have excellent grouse 
habitat. For several years Allen 
has worked with the DOW to 
develop a wildlife management 
plan on the property conducive 
to sage-grouse, other wildlife 
species and his cattle opera-
tion.

“With the CCAA program, the 
Division of Wildlife is working 
cooperatively with landowners 
so that they can continue their 
activities in a way that enhances 
the survival of Gunnison sage-
grouse,” said Tom Remington, 
director of the Colorado Divi-
sion of Wildlife. “These kinds 
of partnerships are critical for 
maintaining adequate habitat 
for the bird.”

The Fish and Wildlife 
Service also sees 

great value in CCAA 
partnerships

“We commend Mr. Allen for 
being the first landowner to 
sign up under this Agreement 
and for his commitment to the 
conservation of the Gunnison 
Sage-grouse, said Steve Guer-
tin, the Service’s Director of 
the Mountain-Prairie Region. 
“This type of voluntary coop-
eration of ranchers and other 
rural landowners is essential 
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for wildlife conservation in our 
state.”

The CCAA program in the 
Gunnison area was started 
three years ago by the Division 
of Wildlife and the Fish and 
Wildlife Service as a voluntary 
arrangement under the ESA 
designed to prevent the need 
for listing through preventative 
conservation efforts. The DOW 
has worked closely with the 
Service to develop the program 
and to assist landowner partici-
pation. Some 100 landowners 
submitted initial applications 
for properties that represent 
about 100,000 acres.

The DOW has conducted 
on-site inspections of about 30 
properties so far to determine 
if they are located in important 
habitat areas that would aid 
Gunnison sage-grouse. DOW 
and Fish and Wildlife Service 
officials expect to sign up more 
landowners in 2009.

Under the agreement, Al-
len will continue to maintain 
and manage water and range 
resources on the property to 
benefit both livestock produc-
tion and Gunnison Sage-grouse 
brood rearing. The enrollment 
will be in effect until the CCAA 
expires in 2026.

“Allen’s property is a key 
parcel because it allows the birds 
to move around the Ohio Creek 
valley,” said Gary Skiba, senior 
wildlife conservation biologist for 
the DOW in southwest Colorado. 
“He also utilizes rotational graz-
ing for livestock that allows for 
development of a great variety of 
grasses and forbs which provide 
critical cover and food for sage 
grouse,” Skiba said.

Allen’s management 
proves that ranching and 
wildlife management are 

compatible.
“The Service believes there is a 

need for these kinds of agreements 
which provide incentives for land-
owners to help conserve species 
of concern, candidate species, or 
listed species on their property.  
These types of incentive-based 
programs go a long way to con-
tributing to species conservation 
and recovery,” Guertin said.

The Gunnison Sage-grouse cur-
rently exists in seven popula-
tions, six in Colorado and one 
in Utah. These include the Gun-
nison Basin, San Miguel Basin, 
Monticello-Dove Creek, Pinon 
Mesa, Crawford, Cerro Summit-
Cimarron-Sims Mesa and Poncha 
Pass populations. The Gunnison 
Basin population is the largest.

The Gunnison Sage-grouse is 
designated as a species of con-
cern by the Colorado Division of 
Wildlife and a sensitive species by 
the Utah Department of Natural 
Resources.

Improved Population 
Numbers Mean Good 

News for Pheasant and 
Quail Hunters

There continues to be good news 
for pheasant and quail hunters as 
both populations have improved 
numbers this year. The seasons 
for pheasant and quail began on 
November 14. Please check Small 
Game Season Dates and Fees page 
for end of season dates.

The wet spring and summer 
through much of Colorado’s core 
pheasant range improved nesting 
habitat. As a result, pheasant pop-
ulations have reached the highest 
numbers in years, especially in 
Colorado’s eastern plains.

Scaled QuailSoutheast Colorado 
scaled quail populations are in the 
process of recovering from the 
2006 blizzard and several years 
of drought. Quail populations 
should be higher than last year, but 
remain below long-term averages 
despite good nesting conditions 
in 2009.

Due to the delayed corn harvest, 
hunting will be difficult early in 
the season since pheasants and 
quails may concentrate in corn 
fields. Hunters are advised to 
look for areas where corn has been 
harvested and places where winter 
wheat is the predominant crop. 
Quail hunters in particular should 
look for these areas near river cor-
ridors. Please read the full press 
release for further details. 

The DOW Walk-In Access pro-
gram offers approximately 220,000 
acres of small game hunting access 
on private lands across the state.  
Many of these areas provide op-
portunities for pheasant and quail 
hunting. Check out the Walk-In 
Access page for more information 
on these areas.

Improved Duck 
Populations, Hunting 

Access Await Colorado 
Waterfowl Hunters

Abundant duck populations, 
liberal bag limits, diverse sea-
son structures and increased 
land access have set the stage 
for what could be an excellent 
year for Colorado hunters. 

“We are anticipating good 
things this year,” said Jim Gam-
monley, DOW waterfowl bi-
ologist.  “We had an unusually 
wet spring which created good 
breeding and nesting habitat 
for ducks in Colorado breed-
ing areas.  Locally produced 
ducks should provide good 


