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Buy The Book
Thanks to The Writers Collective 

we offer you an excerpt from Urban 
Gun Dogs  By Anthony Z. Roettger 

&  Benjamin H. Schleidler III 
Copyrights: The Writers Collective 2005

Since you can’t tell a book from its cover we offer you seven pages from 
this book to decide if you want to do buy the book!

Urban Gun Dogs
By Anthony Z. Roettger & 
Benjamin H. Schleidler III 

Chapter 1 
The Right Dog for Your Situation

Size and Breed Matters
There is a puzzling array of choices of gun dogs available 

to the urban hunter today, and it is by no means a simple task 
to sort through the literature and decide on a dog that fits your 
particular needs and situation. Should you buy a flushing 
dog, a pointer, or a retriever? How will the dog adapt to urban 
life? Will it play gently with small children? Am I able to invite 
people into my house without fear of my dog attacking them? 
How will it integrate into my family? And most importantly, 
will my marriage survive the inevitable strains?

These questions are truly important ones and will influ-
ence significantly your choice of breed. Irrespective of your 
breed choice, there is one essential ingredient to success-your 
choice of breeder/trainer. The choice of breeder is critical if 
you want both a quality gun dog and an adoring family dog. 
Gun dogs do not come from a pet store or a neighborhood 
breeder. In all of the breeds discussed in this book, there is a 
fairly healthy divide between those dogs bred for the show 
ring (called conformation in the American Kennel Club 
parlance, or bench dogs) and those bred for the field. Over 
the past fifty years, virtually every sporting dog breed has 
divided into bench and field strains. Despite some heroic 
attempts to reunify the two and the occasional exceptional 
dog, the division appears permanent.

English springer spaniels or golden retrievers, for ex-
ample, bred for the bench look fundamentally different 
than those bred for the field. Bench dogs have the extreme 
good looks one associates with the show ring. A field-bred 
springer or golden will possess far less feathering of the coat, 
with a concomitant reduction in grooming needs, and have 
a far greater natural bird finding and retrieving ability than 
a bench dog. However, they will still be awfully nice to look 
at. Bench dogs tend be far more available to the prospective 
dog owner than field-bred dogs. One need merely peruse 
the local paper’s want ads, check with friends, or visit a pet 
store. To obtain field dogs, the urban hunter must go to a 
reputable field breeder irrespective of the breed choice. This 

is not to say that some bench dogs cannot turn into 
reasonably good hunting dogs with much work, 
patience, and professional help. However, it is to 
say that generally field-bred dogs require far less 
training, have greater natural instincts toward 
field work, and will generally be hunting much 
sooner than dogs bred for the bench. They will 
also make wonderful additions to your family. 
However, lest the reader believe that the authors 
are highly prejudiced against show dogs, we 
must point out that we have seen some nifty field 
work from dogs not originally bred for the field. 
Tony’s own experiences with his first dog Lady 
underscore that with hard work and diligence one 
can accomplish significant feats. If you have not 
yet made your choice of type of dog, consider a 
field bred spaniel or retriever; it can make your 
training tasks easier. If you already have the dog 
of your dreams, follow the training regime we 
outline. It can help turn your dog into a solid 
field performer.

Temperament and intellect, as well as hunt-
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ing ability, are crucial selection 
criteria. It is important, we believe, 
to dispel a myth about field-bred 
dogs and their ability to adapt to the 
urban environment right up front. 
Contrary to many preconceptions, 
a field-bred spaniel or retriever can 
make a very good housedog as well 
as a sound field companion. With a 
little training, a lot of love and atten-
tion, and a solid match of dog type 
to your personal situation, you can 
have a dog that meets all (or perhaps 
most) of your, requirements. It has 
been our experience that field-bred 
spaniels and retrievers tend to be 
highly intelligent, biddable, and 
loving companions. They adapt 
well in most instances to home and 
field-characteristics that are critical 
for the urban hunter. Regardless 
of type, however, all dogs require 
significant attention.

Selecting the Right Dog
Selecting a dog for the field and 

suburban environment is a critical 
step that must be undertaken with 
you and your spouse as partners. 
The urban environment is highly 
demanding-especially if you live in 
areas that place heavy restrictions 
on pet ownership, or if both adult 
members of a household work. 
The decision to bring a dog into the 
household must be a family one. 
To bring home a brand-new puppy 
in a cardboard carton with the ex-
clamation “Honey, look what I got 
today. Isn’t he cute?” Is an approach 
doomed to failure into today’s mod-
ern urban household. It may also net 
you a few nights on the couch.

The best approach starts with 
a clear idea of the level of training 
you want your dog to have before 
you decide on the breed of dog. In 
today’s highly demanding urban 
life style, it is vital to have an agree-
ment among family members as to 
the level of training you want the 
dog to have before you bring him 
home. This in turn may narrow the 
choices of breed type. With respect 

to breed and at the risk of alienating 
some very dear friends who place 
great stock in their pointing dogs, 
it is our assessment that flushing 
dogs, the spaniels and retrievers, 
are perhaps the best suited by style, 
breeding, and temperament to the 
urban environment.

Flushing dogs, are among the 
oldest of the hunting dog breeds. 
Their original purpose was to flush 
or “spring” game for falconers be-
fore the advent of modern shotguns. 
Flushing dogs work very close to 
the hunter through breeding, in-
stinct, and training. In the flushing 
style, spaniels and retrievers work 
to “flush” birds from cover within 
shotgun range of the hunter. A 
flushing dog hunts perhaps no more 
than ten to fifteen yards in front of 
the handler and twenty or so yards 
to either side as it “quarters” the 
ground in the classic “windshield 
wiper” pattern that varies slightly 
depending upon the direction of 
the wind. These dogs obtain their 
scent from the air and the ground, 
unlike a pointer that takes its scent 
primarily from the air. Because of 
the spaniel and retriever scenting 
style, they cannot cover the same 
area that pointing dogs are able to 
cover, but work much closer to the 
hunter than pointers. This is a direct 
result of centuries of breeding and a 
highly developed instinct.

Because flushing dogs work 
close to the hunter from instinct, 
they are generally (not always, 
unfortunately) far less prone to 
run off from their masters. Their 
instinctual close working style and 
loving nature combines with their 
highly developed retrieving instinct 
to make them ideally suited to the 
needs of today’s urban hunter. 
Field bred spaniels and retrievers 
have the ability to stay indoors for 
extended periods and “turn off” 
the field while indoors, especially 
as they mature. They also have that 
unique ability to “turn on” their bird 
hunting abilities when they walk 

out the front door. Flushing dogs 
also tend to be less rambunctious, 
especially as they mature.

Pointers, on the other hand, 
because of their scenting style that 
takes the scent from the air rather 
than the ground, tend to range fur-
ther from the hunter instinctively. 
They obviously cover more ground, 
but are much less in the hunter’s 
direct control in their hunting style. 
They require more land to train on 
and generally are less aggressive 
on retrieves than spaniels or re-
trievers. Many pointers (of course 
there are exceptions) are relatively 
high-energy dogs that make the 
transition to housedogs less readily 
than the more docile spaniel and 
retriever breeds. Training pointing 
dogs to be steady to wing and shot 
(or “holding a point”) requires a lot 
of training space, many birds, and 
much time. You can get a young 
flushing dog working in the field 
much sooner and without as much 
training (albeit not steady to wing 
and shot) as you would need for a 
young pointer. To be sure, the Brit-
tany is somewhat different than 
most of the other pointers and has 
its devotees who live in urban areas. 
In fairness, however, we must point 
out the Brittany has only recently 
departed the spaniel ranks; only 
within the last decade was the suf-
fix “spaniel” dropped from its AKC 
breed name. Similarly, one may find 
“pointing” Labrador retrievers with 
temperament and handling char-
acteristics similar to the flushing 
variety. By and large, however, it 
has been our experience that flush-
ing spaniels and retrievers on the 
average are better suited for city 
life and the urban gun dog trainer 
than pointers.

Copyrights The Writers Collective 
from Urban Gun Dogs  By 

Anthony Z. Roettger &  Benjamin 
H. Schleidler III 
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Hunting Reminders

Ph e a s a n t  s e a s o n  
brings family and  
friends together for 

exciting and fun memories, and 
the South Dakota Game Fish 
and Parks Department offers 
some reminders to make sure 
all hunters have safe and legal 
outings.

   1. The daily limit for pheas-
ants is three, with a possession 
limit of 15; however a hunter 

cannot possess 15 pheasants 
until after the fifth day of the 
season.

   2. It is illegal to allow a 
firearm to protrude from a 
motor vehicle or conveyance 
attached to it while on a public 
highway during the hunting 
season.  This includes hunters 
riding to and from fields in the 
back of pickups.

   3. It is illegal to shoot 
from a motor ve-
hicle, including 
an ATV while 
hunting pheas-
ants.  This also 
includes hunters 
riding in the back 
of pickups to and 
from fields.

   4. When rid-
ing in an ATV, 
firearms must be 
completely en-
closed in cases 
and unloaded. 
Landowners on 
their own land 
and those who 
have concealed 
pistol permits 
and carrying pis-
tols are exempt 
from this provi-
sion.

   5.   It is illegal to shoot 
pheasants and other small 
game from ATVs, except for 
properly permitted disabled 
hunters.

6. When small-game ani-
mals, such as pheasants, are 
lawfully shot from road rights-
of-way and fall onto private 
land, those animals may be re-
trieved by unarmed hunters. 

7. Don’t forget your license. 
While hunting, you must be 
in possession of your hunt-
ing license; those 16 and older 
must also have a valid form of 
identification for the purpose of 
verifying identity.

8. The use of nontoxic shot 
for small game is required on 
most public lands, but not all.  
Non-toxic shot is not required 
on U.S. Forest Service National 
Grasslands, state school lands 
or on most GFP-managed and 
leased properties designated at 
Walk-In Areas when hunting 
small game, such as pheasants 
or grouse.

9. Respect the land, land-
owners, and people in your 
hunting group.

10. Safety and enjoyment of 
friends and the outdoors leads 
to a successful hunt.

11.  Leave your vehicle and 
your cares behind. Take the 
perfect walk in nature.

 

13 Pheasant Season Reminders
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Dog Commands
Sit: First command typically teached. Demand 
that your dog sit when you give them a treat. 
Many pointing breeds do not teach this com-
mand.

Stay: Second command taught. Use it to 
make your pup stay in place before you give 
them the treat.

Down : The third command taught, use the 
treat to bring their head and body to the 
ground.

Come:After you have Sit, Stay and Down  done 
next call your pup and call “Come” 
 
Heel: After you have the above commands 
done you can teach Heel. Walk by next to the 
leg and sit when stop.

In: Used to get your dog In to your vehicle 
or their kennel. Some also use the Kennel 
command.

Hup: Stay where you are. This is a  bit more 
complicated and envolves a leash and hands 
on.

Out: Used to get a dog to search Out further 
than what they are.

Stand: Not taught often for field dogs, very 
common with show dogs. It is very useful 
when your dog is at the vet.

Dead Bird: Used when you know there is a 
dead bird in the area to get a dog to search 
the area.
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Pheasants In Iowa

The forecast is pretty well  
known. This weekend  
across Iowa, we find out 

where the pheasants are...or aren’t.

Iowa’s premier game bird still 
draws a crowd. Even 
last year, with preseason 
counts at near record 
lows,  86 ,000  hunt -
ers were in the field. 
They took an estimated 
383,000 ringneck pheas-
ants. Pre-season counts 
were basically about 
the same this summer; 
down in the northern 
third of Iowa and up 
a bit in the lower two-
thirds. “When all is said 
and done this season, 
we should harvest about 
300,000-350,000 birds,” 
estimates Todd Bogen-
schutz, upland wildlife 
research biologist for the 
Department of Natural 
Resources.

On opening weekend, of course, 
standing crops play into the plans, 
too. That was obvious in last week-
end’s Youth Season...when steady, 
soaking rains kept combines out 
of the field for much of the week. 
By early this week, the corn and 
soybean harvests were three weeks 
behind schedule.

With all the standing crops in 
the field, hunters should wear more 
than the minimum amount of blaze 

orange. The law requires at least one 
visible external piece of apparel with 
at least 50 percent solid blaze orange 
in color: hat, cap, vest, coat jacket, 
sweatshirt, shirt or coveralls.

“It is important to know where 
everyone is during the hunt. At the 
end of the day, we all want a safe, 
successful hunt.”

Still, when hunters can set foot 
into their favorite grassy field, creek 
bed or corn stubble, it’s to enjoy the 
day; work their dogs and spend time 
with friends and family outdoors.

They also spend money while 
they’re at it. Figures from the lat-
est U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
outdoor recreation survey support 
that. “Pheasant hunting, quail hunt-
ing, have always been a big part of 
the state’s history...and economy,” 
assesses Bogenschutz. “(In a year) 
the economic impact in Iowa was 

over $220 million. And that 
generated about $9 mil-
lion more in state and local 
taxes.”

While just getting out is 
Priority One for most hunt-
ers, it helps to see pheas-
ants within shooting range. 
Weather-ranging from snow 
and ice to summer floods-
has been the short term vil-
lain behind our lower bird 
counts. Over the long term, 
though, shrinking habitat 
rates as the top concern. In 
1990, Iowa had 8,500 square 
miles of suitable pheasant 
habitat. In just 15 years, 
that had shrunk to 5,800 
square miles. Just this Oc-

tober 1, another 130,000 acres came 
out of the Conservation Reserve 
Program.

That’s why the outlook for 
pheasants and quail is shifting from 
field edges to Capitol hearing rooms. 
A special task force is tackling vari-
ous strategies to improve upland 
game numbers. Their recommenda-
tions are due on lawmakers’ desks 
in January 10.

“A couple things the committee 
has discussed include a statewide 
CREP (conservation reserve en

Slow Pheasant Opener 
Expected

By Joe Wilkinson

“The goal is to be seen,” said 
Megan Wisecup, recreation safety 
program supervisor for the DNR. 
“Wear as much blaze orange as 
possible. Visibility of hunting party 
members is critical for hunter safety, 
especially while in dense vegeta-
tion.”

Hunters staying within their 
proper zone of fire is also a major 
safety issue while pheasant hunting. 
“Swinging on game is one of the 
main causes of pheasant hunting 
incidents in Iowa,” Wisecup said. 

By Joe Wilkinson 
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AKC Celebrates 125th 
Anniversary 

Breed Rank For the 18th consecutive 
year, the Labrador Retriever is 
the most popular purebred dog 
in America, according to 2008 
registration statistics released 
today by the American Kennel 
Club® (AKC) But, while more 
than twice as many Labs were 
registered last year than any 
other breed making it a likely 
leader for many years to come, 
the Bulldog continues to amble 
its way up the list. The breed 
made news last year by return-
ing to the AKC’s Top 10 for 
the first time in more than 70 
years and now has jumped 6%, 
advancing two spots to land in 
8th place.

“The playful Lab may still 
reign supreme, but the docile 
and adaptive nature of the 
Bulldog is gaining ground as 
a family favorite,” said AKC 
Spokesperson Lisa Peterson. 
“It’s no surprise to learn that 
this devoted family companion 
is still growing in popularity.”

RANKING BREED   2008  2007  2003  1998
Retrievers (Labrador)   1 1 1 1
Yorkshire Terriers   2 2 6 9
German Shepherd Dogs  3  3  4  3
Retrievers (Golden)   4  4  2  2
Beagles    5  5  3  6
Boxers     6  6  7  12
Dachshunds    7  7  5  5
Bulldogs    8  10  16  23
Poodles    9  8  8  7
Shih Tzu    10  9  9  11

Pointers (GSP)   16  18  21  24
Spaniels (Cocker)   21  17  14  13
Spaniels (E Springer)  27  27  28  27
Brittanys    30  29  30  32
Weimaraners    31  30  29  37
Vizslas    42  42  45  48
Retrievers (Chesapeake )  46  47  41  43
Setters (Irish)    67  66  63  60
Spaniels (English Cocker)  68  69  75  77
Pointers (GWP)   70  70  74  75
Setters (English)   84  93  94  90
Setters (Gordon)   90  91  87  78
Retrievers (Flat-Coated)  96  100  103  96
Retrievers (NSDTR)   100  110  56  -
Wirehaired Griffons   103  105  112  120
Pointers    109  106  104  92
Spinoni Italiani   112  117  119  -
Spaniels (Clumber)   115  122  120  113
Spaniels (Welsh Springer)  120  124  116  116
Spaniels (American Water)  134  138  125  115
Retrievers (Curly-Coated)  136  143  137  125
Spaniels (Field)   138  132  124  124
Spaniels (Irish Water)  142  147  130  128
Spaniels (Sussex)   145  154  139  133

125 Years of History
Like the Bulldog, the popular-
ity of breeds ebbs and flows 
over time. The AKC is proud 
to be celebrating its 125th An-
niversary during 2009. In 1884 
at the time of the organization’s 
founding, AKC registered only 
nine breeds versus the 161 it 
recognizes today:
AKC Registered Breeds in 
1884  Rank in 2008
Pointer   111
Chesapeake Bay Retriever  48
English Setter  86
Gordon Setter  92
Irish Setter   69
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MINNEAPOLIS–ST. 
PAUL’S 

TOP DOGS 2008
1. Labrador Retriever
2. Golden Retriever
3. Boxer
4. German Shepherd Dog 
5. English Springer Spaniel
6. Yorkshire Terrier
7. Poodle
8. Cavalier King Charles Span-
iel
9. Rottweiler
10. Brittany

* Registration data pulled 
from Minneapolis zip 
codes as specified by U.S. 
Postal Service

“While Minneapolis-St. 
Paul keeps the nation’s 
two most popular Sporting 
dogs in the top positions, it 
also added the Brittany and 
English Springer Spaniel – 
which are an unusual pair 
to see on any urban city’s 
Top 10 list,” said AKC 
Spokesperson Lisa Peter-
son. “Plus, with the Rot-
tweiler and Cavalier King 
Charles Spaniel also quite 
popular, there is no room 
for national favorites like 
the Beagle, Dachshund, 
Bulldog or Shih Tzu.”

Clumber Spaniel  117
Cocker Spaniel*  21
Irish Water Spaniel  144
Sussex Spaniel  147
*In 1884 the English Cocker 
Spaniel and the Cocker Span-
iel were registered as the same 
breed. They were separated in 
1946. Today the English Cocker 
Spaniel is ranked 70th.
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News From The AKC

Highlights from the 
October 19-20, 2009 

Meeting
Highlights from the October 

2009 meeting of the AKC Board 
of Directors are as follows:

* The Board reinstated the 
show-giving privileges of the 
Pekingese Club of America.

* The kennel names “Feath-
erquest (Golden Retrievers – 
Rachel Page Elliott), and “Salt-
meadow” (Labrador Retrievers 
– Carla Hyndman) were per-
manently retired at the request 
respectively of the Golden Re-
triever Club of America and the 
Labrador Retriever Club.

* The Icelandic Sheepdog 
will be eligible for AKC regis-
tration on June 1, 2010 and to 
compete in the Herding Group 
June 30, 2010.

* The Cane Corso will be 
eligible for AKC registration 

on June 1, 2010 and to compete 
in the Working Group June 30, 
2010.

* The Leonberger will be 
eligible for AKC registration 
on June 1, 2010 and to compete 
in the Working Group June 30, 
2010.

* Effective immediately, the 
Plott stud book will be open 
and eligible Plotts will be eli-
gible for AKC registration.

* There were a number of 
changes to the Agility Regu-
lations, regarding the use of 
Jump Height Cards. The full 
text appears in the minutes of 
this meeting.

* The Chesapeake Bay Re-
triever Club and the Löwchen 
Club of America were given 
permission to ballot for amend-
ments to the breed standards.

The following Delegates 
were approved:

* Carol Clark, Waverly, MO, 
to represent Border Collie Soci-
ety of America

* Gay Dunlap, Gilbert, AZ, 
to represent Soft Coated Wheat-
en Terrier Club of America

* David W. Galloway, Wash-
ington, OH, to represent Cen-
tral Ohio Kennel Club

* Hon. Janet G. Harner, 
Pittsburgh, PA, to represent 
Western Pennsylvania Kennel 
Association

* Judy Hiller, Mentor, OH, 
to represent Clumber Spaniel 
Club of America

* Donna Kranzberg, Sara-
sota, FL, to represent Corn-
husker Kennel Club of Lincoln, 
Nebraska

* Betty McDonnell, Mah-
wah, NJ, to represent Norwich 
Terrier Club of America

* Sheila Favro Marks, Lake-
land, FL, to represent Lakeland 
Winter Haven Kennel Club

* Susan Olsen, Chicago, IL, 
to represent International Ken-
nel Club of Chicago

* Shirley Sanders, Elon, 
NC, to represent Carolina Dog 
Training Club

* Gene Sisneros, O. D., 
Montgomery, AL, to represent 
American Pomeranian Club

* Diana L. Skibinski, Crown 
Point, IN, to represent Lake 
Shore Kennel Club

 * Evelyn M. Van Uden, 
Ransomville, NY, to represent 
Irish Water Spaniel Club of 
America
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 * Sandee White, Boonville, 
IN, to represent Miniature Pin-
scher Club of America

Chairman’s Report
October 2009

Inaugural Meet 
the Breeds an 

Overwhelming 
Success

This past weekend, the 
American Kennel Club, along 
with our friends at the Cat 
Fanciers’ Association, hosted 
36,000 people over two days at 
Meet the Breeds in New York 
City. As anticipated, it was an 
unparalleled success resulting 
from the participation of nearly 
200 dog clubs and cat councils 
and the support of over 100 
vendors and 16 sponsors – and 
especially our proud presenting 
sponsor and provider of both 
the AKC and CFA pet health-
care plans– Pet Partners, Inc.

Meet the Breeds showcased 
the joys of pet ownership to an 
audience of dog and cat lovers 
who were eager to learn about 
the diversity of breeds and 
responsible pet ownership in 
such a welcoming and positive 
setting. This family–friendly 
event educated children of all 
ages –including local Girl, Boy 
and Cub Scout troops– in a way 
that engaged them and created 
lasting memories with dogs and 
cats.

The genesis for Meet the 
Breeds –where potential pet 
owners can touch the dogs and 
talk with experts away from the 
hurried ringside atmosphere 
at dog shows– came from The 

Kennel Club’s “Discover Dogs” 
in England. AKC President 
Dennis Sprung envisioned an 
event like this in the U.S. and 
expanded the concept to include 
the CFA. With Meet the Breeds 
having been held in conjunc-
tion with the AKC/Eukanuba 
National Championship for 
the past eight years, and being 
a consistent draw for crowds 
and media attention whether in 
Tampa, Orlando or Long Beach, 
it was clear a stand-alone event 
in a large metropolitan venue 
was in order.

Indeed, the recent media 
coverage, both pre- and post-
event, is testament to the tre-
mendous appeal of this format 
and the public’s desire to ex-
perience cats and dogs outside 
the show ring. In addition to 
frequent coverage from New 
York-area media outlets like 
WNBC, WCBS, the New York 
Post and the Daily News, na-
tional coverage appeared in 
print outlets such as USA Today 
and New York Times while 
television coverage included 
NBC’s “Today” and Fox News 
Channel’s “Fox & Friends,” 
which did multiple live broad-
casts from the event floor. Prior 
to the event, AKC and CFA 
rang the opening bell at both 
NASDAQ (with licensee Jakks 
Pacific) and NYSE (with licens-
ing agent 4Kids), which was 
broadcast live on CNBC, Fox 
Business Channel and many 
other stations.

We were also proud to host 
a few “boldface names” at the 
event itself including fashion 
designer Michael Kors and 

famed columnist Cindy Ad-
ams who brought along her 
dogs Jazzy and Juicy to greet 
the huge crowds at the York-
shire Terrier Club of America’s 
booth. Whoopi Goldberg, co-
host on “The View” and Mario 
Lopez, host of “Extra” also 
attended, showing up to tape 
segments that will air shortly 
on their respective programs. 
Media impressions are still 
being tabulated, but between 
our advertising campaign and 
the publicity generated by the 
event, we have already reached 
more than 300 million people 
with our Meet the Breeds mes-
sage: the first step in respon-
sible pet ownership is to “meet 
the breed” which entails doing 
research and selecting a pet that 
fits your lifestyle.

An event of this magnitude 
isn’t created in a vacuum so I’d 
like to thank the hard-working 
staff at the American Kennel 
Club, led by Gina DiNardo in 
organizing club and staff par-
ticipation; Michael Canalizo for 
handling the endless logistics 
associated with the venue and 
to Daisy Okas and her commu-
nications staff for getting the 
word out to the public. Many 
other staff from both the New 
York and North Carolina offices 
were critical to the success of 
this event and I am very grate-
ful for their efforts. I know it 
took tireless attention to detail 
and many late nights to pull off 
an event of this magnitude.

Last, but most certainly not 
least, I want to thank all the par-
ticipating AKC parent and local 
specialty clubs that sent rep-
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resentatives to host the breed 
booths and perform in the dem-
onstration rings. Also, I’d like 
to thank Parent Club Delegate 
Committee Chairperson Pat 
Laurans for her assistance. She 
advocated for increased parent 
club participation and while 
we may have had celebrities in 
attendance, we all know that 
the real stars the public came 
to see were our beautiful ani-
mals. Without all of us working 
together as a team, this event 
could not have been possible. 
I thank everyone who contrib-
uted and congratulate you all 
on your great success.

Sincerely,

Ron Menaker, Chairman

AKC Announces 
Recipients of the 2010 
Lifetime Achievement 

Awards
Performance: Jacquelyn 

(Jackie) Mertens, Madison, 
Florida

Mertens has been a dedicat-
ed retriever enthusiast since es-
tablishing Topbrass Retrievers 
in 1968. She has bred or owned 
more than 130 Field Champions 
and Amateur Field Champions, 
Master Hunters and Qualified 
All Age retrievers. She won 
the 1985 National Amateur 
Championship with FC NAFC 
Topbrass Cotton. Cotton is 
also the hi-point Golden of all 
time and was inducted into the 
Retriever Hall of Fame in 1993. 
He remains the only Golden Re-
triever to ever win the National 
Amateur title.

Mertens has judged almost 
100 Open and Amateur Cham-
pionship stakes, as well as the 
1996 National Amateur Cham-
pionship and 2003 National 

Retriever Training articles and 
created the training video, 
Sound Beginnings. Mertens 
was inducted into the Retriever 
Hall of Fame in Grand Junction, 
Tennessee in 2006. 

Open Championship. She also 
participated in numerous Judg-
es’ Seminars and the Golden 
Retriever Club of America 
breeder symposiums.

Mertens was Chairman and 
Chief Marshal in AKC licensed 
Field Trials for over 30 years. She 
is past president of the National 
Open Retriever Club, served as 
Chairman and Chief Marshal 
of their Championship, and is 
the National Representative 
for the Golden Retriever Club 
of America. She was President 
of the Women’s Field Trial Club 
from 2000 – 2007 and was also a 
past president of the American 
Amateur Field Trial Club. She 
is currently on the Board of the 
Snow Bird Retriever Club and 
Women’s Field Trial Club.

Mertens has written many 


