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offer both hen and rooster pheas-
ant hunting (requires free permit 
and tags) and/or 2 p.m. closure 
times. The 2 p.m. closure require-
ments are only in effect for the first 
two weeks of the pheasant season, 
from Oct. 19 to Nov. 3. A pheasant 
stamp is required to hunt pheasants 
statewide.

NEW pheasant hunting opportu-
nities through the Mentored Hunt-
ing Program

Effective September 1, 2009 just 
in time for the fall hunting seasons, 
hunters age 10 or older, born on or 
after January 1, 1973 can obtain a 
hunting license and hunt, without 
first completing hunter education, 
provided they hunt with a mentor 
and comply with all of the require-
ments under the Mentored Hunting 
Program.

For additional information and 
requirements of the program, visit 
the Mentored Hunting Program 
Web site.

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CONTACT: Scott Hull, DNR upland 
wildlife ecologist - (608) 267-7861, 
Sharon Fandel, assistant upland 
wildlife ecologist - (608) 261-8458 or 
Bob Manwell - (608) 264-9248

Preliminary results of 
upland game bird brood 

production present 
mixed picture for 2009
Upland game bird brood 

success was mixed in 2009 
due to variable spring weath-
er and habitat conditions, 
according to state wildlife 
managers.

Each year, Department of 
Natural Resources wildlife 
staff report the number and 
size of game bird broods they 
observe in the field from mid-
June through late August. At 
the end of the survey period, 

these reports, known as the 
10-Week Brood Survey, are 
complied and summarized 
by the wildlife research pro-
gram.

“This year ’s brood rear-
ing conditions were slightly 
cooler and significantly dryer 
compared to last year,” said 
Scott Hull, DNR upland wild-
life ecologist. “Statewide this 
year’s brood rearing season 
was on the whole better than 
2008, but 2008 was a fairly 
poor year because of signifi-
cant spring rain events.

“These surveys provide a 
rough estimate of game bird 
brood production. Combined 
with other spring surveys 
and harvest information it 
can help us determine the 
overall status of game birds 
in the state.”

The following are prelimi-
nary survey results for the 
turkey, ring-necked pheas-
ant and ruffed grouse brood 
surveys.

Ring-necked Pheasants
Pheasant broods observed 

per hour were up 25 percent 
compared to 2008 but remain 
below the long-term aver-
age. Average size of a brood 
was also up in 2009 with 
5.3 young per brood in 2009 
compared to 4.6 in 2008.

“Pheasant hunters should 
expect similar numbers on 
the landscape as in 2009. 
While brood production was 
up this year, overall pheasant 
numbers are down according 

to spring survey results”, ac-
cording to Hull.

Ruffed Grouse
Ruffed grouse populations 

continue to do well as this 
popular game bird approach-
es the peak of its 10-year 
population cycle. The aver-
age number of broods seen 
per hour increased 31 percent 
from 2008 levels, up for the 
second year in a row. Brood 
size remained the same in 
2009, 4.4 young per brood, 
as in 2008.

“There was also a state-
wide increase in the number 
of breeding ruffed grouse 
shown in the spring drum-
ming counts,” Hull says. 
“Ruffed grouse hunters 
should expect a good season 
this year with brood pro-
duction and overall grouse 
numbers up.”

More information is avail-
able on the Hunting in Wis-
consin pages of the DNR 
Web site and in the 2009 
Fall Hunting and Trapping 
Forecast.

FOR MORE INFORMA-
TION CONTACT: Scott Hull 
(608) 267-7861 or Sharon Fan-
del (608) 261-8458


