
We are the largest read hunting/dog magazine

October/November 2009                                     Now in our eighteenth year                                                                 www.Bdarn.com

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, 563 17th Ave NW, New Brighton, MN 55112 612-868-9169 Cell

Schauer reported four accidents 
in his region.  An Aurora County 
hunter was struck in the face by 
four pellets, but the accident was 
not regarded as life threatening.

Hunters in the central portion of 
South Dakota saw the best success, 
with hunters averaging  about two 
birds each, said Andy Lindbloom, 
Region 4 Game Manager for South 
Dakota GFP.

“I think the weather had a lot to 
do with it,” Lindbloom said.  “We 
haven’t seen much of the sun in 
the past ten days.   Hunters like 
sunshine and so do the birds.”

Lindbloom reported nine viola-
tions in the central part of the state, 
most relating to road hunters and 
trespassing.  Lindbloom also re-
ported high hunter numbers and 
a positive hunter attitude.

“Hunters realize that crops in the 
ground can lead to tough hunting, 
but we still have great bird num-
bers and the hunters who hunt 
hard are getting their birds,” said 
Lindbloom.

Schauer,  Lindbloom  and 
Lindgren all reported hunter sat-
isfaction as high.

“Opening weekend hunters 
are here for friendship, fun and 
memories,” said Lindgren. 

With a strong pheasant popula-
tion and crops coming out of the 
fields, South Dakota’s pheasant 
season should only get better in 
the coming weeks.   For more in-
formation on pheasant hunting in 
South Dakota visit:  http://www.
sdgfp.info/Wildlife/hunting/
Pheasant/Index.htm

Wisconsin
Ring-necked pheasant 

season opens october 17 
at noon

Spring surveys reveal fewer 
wild, naturally-reproducing birds, 
in 2009

Hunters heading out to Wis-
consin’s prairies and marshes in 
search of ring-necked pheasants 
this fall may have to sharpen their 
skills to be successful this season 
according to state wildlife officials. 
The 2009 pheasant hunting opens 
statewide at noon Oct. 17 and 
closes on Dec. 31.

“Wisconsin’s wild, naturally-
reproducing pheasant population 
experienced another challenging 
winter,” said Scott Hull, DNR up-
land game biologist. “Both major 
surveys used to gauge pheasant 
populations in the spring showed 
decreases in 2009. The spring 
crowing count survey showed a 
36 percent decrease and the ru-
ral mail carrier pheasant survey 
showed a 35 percent decrease in 
the number of roosters counted 
compared to 2008.”

Brood survey information col-
lected in July and August, how-
ever, showed a 25 percent increase 
in the number of broods seen 
per observer and an increase in 
the average brood size from 4.6 
young per brood in 2008 to 5.3 
in 2009. While spring pheasant 
counts were down, the increase in 
brood production is a sign that the 
pheasant population is starting to 
rebound from the impact of 2008’s 
record rainy spring. “Good brood 
production in 2009 will offset some 
of the overwinter mortality we 
observed heading into the 2009 
breeding season,” said Hull. “This 
is certainly a positive sign for 
pheasants and pheasant hunters as 
we approach the fall opener.”

During the 2008 pheasant hunt-
ing season, more than 70,000 
hunters went out in search of 
pheasants and reported harvesting 
360,207 birds. The top counties for 
harvest included Kenosha, Dane, 
and Dodge.

What to look for

In Wisconsin, research has shown 
that wetlands are one of the most 
important year-round cover types 
for pheasants. Areas within the 
pheasant management counties 
that contain adequate winter cover 
such as cattail and shrub-carr 
marshes, well established native 
prairie fields, and areas with 15 
percent or more of the landscape in 
idle grassland will have the high-
est pheasant densities. It will be 
important for hunters to identify 
areas with high quality habitat and 
concentrate hunting efforts in that 
area.

Pheasant stocking program
This fall Department of Natural 

Resources wildlife biologists plan 
to stock 71 public hunting grounds 
with approximately 45,000 game 
farm pheasants. This is a slight 
decrease from 2008 when 52,000 
game farm pheasants were stocked 
on 70 public hunting grounds. The 
decrease is partially the result of 
higher feed and gas costs.

Hunters can check the Pheasant 
Stocking on State Properties on the 
DNR Web site for the 2009 Pheasant 
Stocking Information Sheet identify-
ing public hunting grounds slated 
for pheasant stocking. Stocked pub-
lic hunting grounds are primarily 
located in the southern part of the 
state. Hunters should carefully ver-
ify which public hunting grounds 
have a 2 p.m. closure and/or allow 
hen pheasant hunting.

More information on the 2009 
pheasant population outlook is 
available as part of the 2009 Fall 
Hunting and Trapping Forecast. 
See the 2009 Small Game Hunting 
Regulations available on the hunt-
ing and trapping regulations page 
for additional details.

Bag limits
On Oct. 17 and 18, the daily bag 

limit is one cock and possession 
limit is two. For the remainder of 
the season the daily bag limit is two 
cocks and the possession limit is 
four. Some public hunting grounds 


