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Hunters should check conditions 
where they like to hunt before 
heading out for the opener.

In the southeast, few teal, wood 
ducks and resident Canada geese 
have been seen on the Salt Valley 
lakes and at Schilling Wildlife 
Management Area (WMA). Teal 
numbers have fallen at Osage 
WMA, but there are good num-
bers of wood ducks on ponds and 
along the Missouri River.

More wigeon, teal, shovelers, and 
mallards have been seen in Seward 
County, with good numbers of 
ducks on North Lake Basin WMA 
and some on Shypoke WMA. Jack 
Sinn Memorial WMA should have 
waterfowl and good water.

In northeast Nebraska, many of 
the local ducks seemed to have 
moved south. There is not much 
evidence of migration yet, due to 
unseasonable cool weather and 
colder weather in the Dakotas. 
Wet conditions this summer and 
fall have resulted in plenty of wa-
ter in wetlands and potholes for 
waterfowl.

Waterfowl hunting in the north-
ern Panhandle typically is good 
on Sandhills lakes. Once freeze-up 
occurs, the birds and hunting shift 
to the North Platte River.

The opening dates for waterfowl 
hunting seasons are:

Dark Goose – North Central 
Unit, Oct. 10; East Unit, Platte 
River Unit, Niobrara Unit, Oct. 24; 
Panhandle Unit, Nov. 7.

Light Goose, regular season – 
Oct. 10.

White-fronted Goose – Oct. 10.
Duck (including pintail and can-

vasback) and Coot – Low Plains 
Early, Oct. 10; Low Plains Late, 
Oct. 17; High Plains, Oct. 10.

Hunters of doves, ducks, coot, 
geese, rail, snipe, or woodcock 
must have a Harvest Information 
Program (HIP) number, in addi-

tion to the proper hunting permit. 
Only residents age 15 or less are 
exempt from the HIP requirement. 
Go to nehip.com or call toll-free 
(877) 634-8687 to register.

Permits may be purchased at 
Commission offices, vendors or at 
OutdoorNebraska.org.

South Dakota
South Dakota hunting 

atlas updates
People who have received the 

South Dakota Game, Fish and 
Parks Department’s Public Lands 
Hunting Atlas may want to check 
the GFP Web site for additional 
hunting-access opportunities. 

It’s common to have additions 
and deletions to the Atlas after the 
initial product is printed. Since the 
printing, GFP has signed up an 
additional 5,000 acres of Walk-In 
Areas that are not in the printed 
version of the 2009 Hunting At-
las or previous versions of GPS 
maps. 

The Walk-In additions can be 
found online. 

The 2009 South Dakota Hunting 
Atlas is also available for down-
load on handheld GPS units. The 
downloads are available at:  

Maps are available for Garmin, 
Magellan Triton and Lowrance 
iFinder GPS units.  Not all units 
are compatible with the GFP map-
ping system. The Web site lists all 
compatible units.
Pheasant Season Begins 

With Sunshine and 
Crops in the Field

Mother Nature decided give 
pheasant hunters some sunshine 
for  the 2009 South Dakota pheas-
ant opener, but that doesn’t neces-
sarily mean blue skies for those 
chasing roosters.

Although hunters saw beauti-
ful weather, the remnants of two 
weeks of gray skies and rain across 
the pheasant belt left hunters 
limited to where they could chase 
wily roosters.

Scott Lindgren, South Dakota 
Game Fish and Parks Region 3 
Game Manager from Watertown 
agreed that weather had a big part 
in hunter success and hunter ac-
cess.  “Our hunter numbers were 
down quite a bit,” Lindgren said.  
“I could contribute it to a huge 
majority of the crops still being out 
in the fields.  We are way behind in 
getting any of our major crops out, 
and I think hunters realize that.”

Lindgren did report that hunt-
ers in Edmunds and McPherson 
Counties averaged a bird and a 
half each.  Hunters in other parts 
of the state were down around a 
half a bird per hunter, but found 
success in CRP, sloughs, food plots 
and tree belts.

Lindgren was happy to report 
that there were no hunting ac-
cidents and very few hunting 
violations.

In the Southeast part of the state, 
GFP Region 4 Game Manager Ron 
Schauer reported low hunting 
activity.  

“The sun shining was the best 
part of the day,” Schauer said.  
“I think people were leery of the 
weather and that kept some peo-
ple home.  We probably have 95% 
of our crops still in the ground,  
but the hunters that hung in there 
and hunted the later part of the 
day did pretty well.  They prob-
ably averaged around a bird and 
a half each.”

Schauer said that Mother Nature 
left some hunters stranded. 

“We had some public areas that 
hunters just couldn’t get to be-
cause of wet roads.”


