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fewer eggs, and this makes for 
fewer chicks in the brood.”

Statistics from southeastern 
North Dakota indicate 6.7 broods 
and 56 birds per 100 miles were 
observed. The average brood size 
was 4.96. “The southeast took a 
pretty good hit in pheasant mortal-
ity last winter, as both broods and 
number of pheasants observed 
this summer were down 60 per-
cent from last year,” Kohn said. 
“Combine this with late-maturing 
row crops that most likely will be 
standing in October, and hunters 
will have their work cut out for 
any early season success.”

Results from the northwest in-
dicate 6.4 broods and 48 birds per 
100 miles. Average brood size was 
5.3. “Pheasant numbers in this dis-
trict are the lowest since 2000, but 
there will be some local areas with 
good opportunities,” Kohn said.

Observers surveying in the 
southwest counted 15 broods and 
113 birds per 100 miles. The aver-
age brood size was 5.05. “Though 
brood and pheasant numbers are 
down about 40 percent from last 
year, this area will likely have the 
best pheasant numbers in the state, 
albeit well below what hunters 
have seen the last several years,” 
Kohn said.

The 2009 regular pheasant sea-
son opens Oct. 10 and continues 
through Jan. 3, 2010. The two-day 
youth pheasant hunting weekend, 
when legally licensed residents 
and nonresidents ages 15 and 
younger can hunt statewide, is set 
for Oct. 3-4.

Nebraska
Commissioners approve 
Low-Cost Youth Permits
There has been a national trend 

of declining participation in hunt-
ing for years. The Nebraska Game 
and Parks Commission took a step 

Thursday to attract more young 
big game hunters.

The Board of Commissioners 
approved youth deer, turkey and 
antelope permits that cost $5 each. 
The board held its regular meeting 
at Pheasant Bonanza, northwest of 
Tekamah.

The current prices for selected 
permits are, excluding agent 
fees: resident deer ($29), non-
resident deer ($208), resident an-
telope ($29), nonresident antelope 
($149.50), resident turkey ($23), 
and nonresident turkey ($90). All 
hunters, including youth, pay 
those prices. Now, youth under 
age 16 may purchase those permits 
for $5 each.

Other permits were created and 
fees amended by the board.

In an effort to raise funds that 
will do such things as acquire 
land, support public access pro-
grams and improve habitat, the 
board raised the cost of an annual 
Nebraska Habitat Stamp by $4 to 
$20. It also raised the annual Ne-
braska Aquatic Habitat Stamp by 
$2.50 to $10.

New permits that were created 
include nonresident paddlefish, 
nonresident combination hunt/
fish permit, lifetime fur harvest, 
nonresident elk, and nonresident 
landowner elk.

The board also raised the cost 
of a lifetime habitat stamp by $80 
to $400 and created agent fees of 
$1 (purchased through Commis-
sion) and $2 (purchased through 
an agent other than Commission) 
for most hunting, fishing and fur 
harvest permits.

Changes to the hunting regula-
tions also were approved.

The board made the following 
changes to other wildlife regula-
tions:

-- A limited landowner applicant 
may be a spouse or child of the 

owner or leaseholder of qualifying 
land or a sibling sharing owner-
ship of the qualifying land. The 
spouse or child need not be resid-
ing in the same household of the 
owner or leaseholder.

-- Removed all restrictions on 
how long game birds or game 
animals may be possessed and 
added language that states that it 
is unlawful to possess more than 
a possession limit of game birds or 
game animals.

The board also:
-- Entered into an agreement 

with the Platte River Basin En-
vironments (PRBE) to provide 
public access and conservation 
management on two tracts of land 
in the Wildcat Hills. The Carter 
Canyon Ranch Tract (7,870 acres) 
and the Montz Point Tract (1,430 
acres) are owned by PRBE.

-- Amended a lease with the Bu-
reau of Reclamation to include a 
mitigation tract in Webster County 
in which the Commission will 
provide public access and conser-
vation management. The 475-acre 
tract will be designated as Guide 
Rock Diversion Wildlife Manage-
ment Area (WMA).

-- Acquired a 13.31-acre tract of 
land at U.S. Highway 77 and Bluff 
Road in Lancaster County. It will 
be used to consolidate Commis-
sion operations and maintenance 
staff and replace sites that are be-
ing leased.

-- Acquired a 156-acre tract of 
land in Stanton County that will 
be an extension of Wood Duck 
WMA. 

Pheasant Hunting 
season Opens Oct. 31

Nebraska pheasant hunters 
should look forward to a good sea-
son of wing shooting in 2009 when 
the opener arrives Oct. 31.


