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Dailey said efforts are under-
way to remedy some habitat 
deficiencies. These efforts include 
initiatives and partnerships with 
organizations, such as Pheasants 
Forever, Quail Forever, Quail 
Unlimited, and the National Wild 
Turkey Federation. The Conser-
vation Department also is help-
ing develop a National Pheasant 
Conservation Plan through the 
Midwest Association of Fish and 
Wildlife Agencies.

Those efforts will take time, 
says Dailey. Besides supporting 
organizations involved in habitat 
restoration, hunters can hope for 
better weather.

-Jim Low-
North Dakota

Game and Fish Stresses 
Safety during Pheasant 

Season
North Dakota’s pheasant hunt-

ing season opens Oct. 10, and 
approximately 100,000 hunters 
will participate in the upcoming 
season. With that many hunters, 
it’s important to take proper safety 
measures in the field.

Jon Hanson, hunter education 
coordinator for the state Game and 
Fish Department, said 10 hunting 
incidents were reported in 2008, 
and six were shotgun related.

“The majority of shotgun-related 
hunting incidents reported in 
North Dakota each year are caused 
by hunters swinging on pheasants 
and not seeing other members 
of their hunting party,” Hanson 
said. “And typically, they are not 
dressed in orange.”

While wearing orange clothing 
is not required for upland hunt-
ers, it is strongly recommended. 

“Each year, most incidents could 
have been avoided if the victims 
were wearing orange,” Hanson 
said. “The importance of being 
visible cannot be underscored, 
especially with so many hunters 
in the field.”

Hanson suggests mapping out 
the hunt so all members of the 
hunting party know each other’s 
route.

Accidental discharge of a firearm 
in or near vehicles or along fences 
also happens in most years. “This 
is a matter of common sense,” 
Hanson said. “A shotgun should 
always be unloaded in these situ-
ations.”

Another important recommenda-
tion Hanson stresses is to let others 
left behind know your destination. 
“Let someone know where you are 
going and how long you will be 
gone,” Hanson said.

Pheasant limits are three roosters 
daily and 12 in possession. Shoot-
ing hours are 30 minutes before 
sunrise to sunset.

Hunters, regardless of age, must 
have a fishing, hunting and fur-
bearer certificate and general game 
and habitat license. In addition, 
hunters age 16 and older need a 
small game license.

For further season information 
and regulations, hunters should 
consult the North Dakota 2009-10 
Small Game Hunting Guide.
Youth Pheasant Weekend 

oct. 3-4
North Dakota’s two-day youth 

pheasant season is Oct. 3-4. Le-
gally licensed residents and non-
residents ages 15 and younger 
may hunt roosters statewide.

Resident youth hunters, regard-
less of age, must possess a fishing, 
hunting and furbearer certificate 
and general game and habitat li-
cense. Nonresident youth hunters 
from states that provide a recipro-

cal licensing agreement for North 
Dakota residents qualify for North 
Dakota resident licenses. See the 
2009 North Dakota Small Game 
Hunting Guide for details.

Shooting hours are one-half hour 
before sunrise to sunset. Youth 
ages 12 and older need to have 
passed a certified hunter educa-
tion course. The daily bag limit 
and all other regulations for the 
regular pheasant season apply.

An adult at least 18 years of age 
must accompany the youth hunter 
in the field. The adult may not 
carry a firearm.

Waterfowl Season 
outlook Promising

Prospects for North Dakota’s 
upcoming waterfowl season are 
much improved over last year 
due to recharged water conditions 
across the state, according to Mike 
Johnson, game management sec-
tion leader for the state Game and 
Fish Department. Opening day for 
North Dakota residents is Sept. 26 
for ducks, coots, mergansers and 
geese. Nonresidents may begin 
hunting waterfowl in North Da-
kota Oct. 3.

Johnson said the fall flight of 
ducks from North Dakota is ex-
pected to be up about a third 
from 2008 and similar to 2004. The 
brood index from the Game and 
Fish Department’s annual mid-
July survey was down 2 percent 
from 2008, but was twice the long-
term average. The water index 
observed during the survey was 
up 132 percent from last year and 
63 percent above the long-term 
average.

Prospects for the continental 
fall duck flight are good, Johnson 


