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anyone born on or after Jan. 1, 
1967, must complete an approved 
safety and ethics course before 
buying hunting permits.

The results have been unmistak-
able. From 1980 through 1989, Mis-
souri averaged 16.8 firearm-related 
deer-hunting incidents per season. 
Over the past 10 years, the average 
has been 8.6. Last year Missouri 
recorded just five firearms deer-
hunting incidents. Two of those 
incidents involved self-inflicted 
injuries. None was fatal.

The contrast is even more strik-
ing when you consider that Mis-
souri had a nine-day firearms 
deer season in 1986 and hunters 
killed 103,000 deer. Last year fire-
arms deer hunting, including the 
muzzleloader season, spanned 
38 days, and the harvest topped 
237,000.

Hunter education has achieved 
significant safety improvements 
in other types of hunting, too. A 
study of injury rates of various 
sports conducted by American 
Sports Data, Inc., in 2005 showed 
hunting 29th in frequency of inju-
ries. Other activities not normally 
considered dangerous, such as 
cheerleading, baseball, volleyball, 
tennis and aerobics showed higher 
injury rates than hunting.

“I certainly appreciate the dif-
ference between a sprained ankle 
and a gunshot wound,” said Tony 
Legg, hunter education coordina-
tor for the Missouri Department 
of Conservation. “But the fact 
remains that more than 400,000 
hunters spent millions of hours 
hunting deer in Missouri last year 
with only five gun-related inci-
dents. That is a remarkable safety 
record.”

The Conservation Department’s 
Protection Division works to 
ensure that hunting is ethical, as 
well as safe. Conservation agents 
rely on a wide range of techniques 

– from old-fashioned legwork to 
high technology – to accomplish 
the difficult task of patrolling hun-
dreds of square miles of territory.

With deer season fast approach-
ing, conservation agents have 
been making use of the agency’s 
aircraft to identify bait sites where 
poachers are likely to be found 
on opening day of the November 
Portion of Firearms Deer Season. 
Bait sites are surprisingly easy to 
spot from the air, and each year 
dozens of poachers get unpleasant 
surprises when they are greeted 
by agents with citation books at 
the ready.

How do agents know where to 
look? Law-abiding hunters and 
disgusted neighbors who do not 
appreciate game cheaters tell them 
exactly where to look. In addi-
tion to citizen tips, conservation 
agents know poachers’ habits well 
enough to predict the location of 
bait sites.

The lesson: Obey the law against 
baiting. If you have been distrib-
uting corn or other food to attract 
deer to an area, don’t hunt there.

Ethical hunters can learn another 
lesson: Report known or suspected 
baiting or other illegal hunting 
and fishing activities by calling 
the toll-free Operation Game Thief 
hotline: 800-392-1111.

-Jim Low-
Late nesting helps 

quail hold their own; 
pheasants still losing 

ground
Field reports suggest bobwhites 

regrouped after a wet spring and 
put a strong effort into second nest 
attempts.

Another cold, wet spring made 
nesting difficult for Missouri’s 
quail, but a break from the weather 
in August may have enabled be-

leaguered bobwhites to stage a 
limited comeback.

Quail continue to struggle against 
odds that seem stacked against 
them, but hunters in some areas 
may find more bobwhites than 
they might expect from this year’s 
weather. Missouri’s youth quail 
hunting season is Oct. 24 and 25. 
The regular season runs from Nov. 
1 through Jan. 15.

QUAIL OUTLOOK
Resource Scientist Beth Emmer-

ich, the Missouri Department of 
Conservation’s lead quail biolo-
gist, said the agency’s annual road-
side quail count Aug. 1 through 15 
found 7 percent fewer quail this 
year than in 2008. The statewide 
count, which is conducted by 
conservation agents, was down 
19 percent from the average over 
the past five years and 26 percent 
from the last 10.

Good news includes the fact 
that the number of quail chicks 
observed this year was the same 
as last year. Emmerich said infor-
mal observations since the August 
survey also provide some reason 
for optimism.

“I have been hearing a lot of re-
ports of people seeing more birds 
this year over last,” said Emmer-
ich, “and I’m assuming we may 
have had a late hatch not captured 
by the survey.”

Quail begin laying eggs as soon 
as early May. Depending on con-
ditions, some may still be laying 
their first clutches in early June. 
Cold weather and heavy rainfall 
during this time can chill eggs and 
cause nest failure. Quail are very 
persistent about nesting. Those 
that lose eggs to cold or predators 
make repeated attempts, renesting 
as late as September.

Even after hatching, however, 
chicks remain extremely vulner-
able to wetting and hypothermia 


