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Wetland Initiative to replace aging 
infrastructure and ensure maxi-
mum productivity of the state’s 
premier waterfowl areas.

Hunting and other uses continue 
at Duck Creek and Montrose CAs 
during the initiative. However, 
renovation and construction work 
necessarily limit areas available 
for waterfowl hunting.

Work currently under way at 
Duck Creek prevents using water 
from the Castor River to flood 
wetland units, but water pumps 
permit flooding of Units A and B. 
Ten to 12 positions will be avail-
able to hunt at the beginning of 
the season. Depending upon con-
struction progress, rainfall and the 
amount of water in Pool 1, parts 
of Pools 2 and 3, including blinds 
for handicapped hunters, might 
be available for hunting later in 
the season.

For more information about 
hunting opportunities at Duck 
Creek, visit www.MissouriConser-
vation.org/2446, and click on the 
Duck Creek CA Updates link.

Ongoing work at Montrose CA 
involves replacing water-control 
structures with state-of-the-art 
structures and changing the slope 
of levee faces to make them easier 
to maintain and enhance wetland 
habitat. The project was estimated 
to require 90 working days. How-
ever, heavy rains severely reduced 
the number of days workers could 
get into the area, so the project 
continues into the fall.

As a result, Blinds 15, 16 and 17 
will not be available at the start 
of the season. Blind 15 is the dis-
abled-hunter blind. Construction 
work and heavy rain could reduce 
the number of hunting spots at 
Montrose by two more positions, 
leaving hunters with 10 to 12 po-
sitions early in the season. More 
positions could be available later 
this year, depending on weather.

Daily draw procedures 
for hunting at both areas 

remain unchanged.
Partners in the Golden Anniver-

sary Wetland Initiative include 
the University of Missouri, Ducks 
Unlimited, Missouri Waterfowl 
Association, the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, Big Muddy Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge, the North 
American Wetlands Conservation 
Council, the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture and Kansas City 
Power & Light Company.

-Jim Low-
Lessons for a safe, 

pleasant hunting season
Hunting season turns out better 

for those who follow these rules.,
At this time of year, hunters’ 

daydreams are apt to involve 
front-page photos of themselves 
with whitetail bucks whose antlers 
sport more points than a porcu-
pine. However, hunters who pur-
sue their dreams heedless of safety 
or ethics risk making headlines in 
less pleasant ways.

Hunter stumbles, loses big toe 
when shotgun discharges

A 49-year-old squirrel hunter in 
Texas County shot his left big toe 
Oct. 14 when he stumbled over 
a log, causing his 12-gauge shot-
gun to go off accidentally. Lesson: 
Never walk with a firearm with 
the safety off or your finger on 
the trigger.

Fall from tree likely cause of 
hunter’s death

On Oct. 8, a friend found the 
30-year-old hunter on the ground 
beneath his tree stand in Oregon 
County with a broken neck. Les-
son: Wear a full-body safety har-
ness while climbing to and from 
tree stands, as well as when sitting 
in them.

Judge socks swan killers with 
penalties topping $13,000

Seven hunters in three different 
parties fired on a flock of trum-
peter swans in Boone County last 
year. The trumpeter swan – North 
America’s largest waterfowl and 
a species of conservation concern 
– is much larger than any other 
similar waterfowl. Lesson: Iden-
tify your target positively before 
raising your firearm.

Hunter injures relative 
in hunting incident

Some version of this occurs 
almost every year. The victims 
are parents, children, siblings, 
husbands, wives, aunts, uncles, 
nephews and nieces. The results 
are awful, even when not fatal. 
Some of the shooters are novices, 
but many are experienced hunters. 
The causes are diverse, including 
victim mistaken for game, care-
less swinging on game, carrying 
loaded firearms in vehicles and not 
knowing if the line of fire is clear 
to the target and beyond.

Most firearms-related hunting 
incidents involve carelessness, 
often coupled with excitement. 
These incidents are far less fre-
quent than in the past, thanks to 
thousands of volunteers who teach 
Missouri’s mandatory hunter edu-
cation classes, stressing safety and 
hunting ethics.

As recently as 20 years ago, Mis-
souri often recorded more firearms 
deer-hunting incidents in one day 
than occur now during a much 
longer hunting season.

The worst year was 1986, with 26 
incidents, including one fatality. 
Opening weekend alone saw 10 
firearms-related hunting incidents 
that year. It is more than coinci-
dence that Missouri’s worst year 
for hunting accidents occurred just 
before hunter education became 
mandatory in 1988. Since then, 


