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Department and the FWS have 
levees, water-control systems and 
high-capacity pumps that allow 
managers to maintain optimum 
water levels under all but the most 
extreme weather conditions. Most 
privately owned wetlands de-
pend more on nature. This year’s 
weather has been nearly ideal for 
creating waterfowl habitat on pri-
vate wetlands.

“I have talked to some private 
club owners and they are very 
excited,” said Graber. “They say 
they have good food conditions 
this year, and they have reasonable 
water levels going into the hunting 
season.”

Even with plenty of ducks and 
habitat, a third variable – weather 
– can cut short an otherwise 
promising season, or make for 
challenging hunting conditions. 
Asked how the weather for an 
ideal season would unfold, Graber 
said moderation is the key.

Graber said the ideal hunting 
season would start with the ar-
rival of a cold front just before the 
season opened.

“A cold front at this time of year 
will bring peak numbers of early-
season migrants, such as green-
winged teal, gadwall, wigeon 
and the first mallards,” he said. 
“We already have more ducks in 
Missouri than our previous five-
year average due to the unusually 
cool October.” Then you would 
want that weather to stay cool 
with periodic cool fronts and rain 
moving through to keep pushing 
new ducks into Missouri and keep 
them moving around.

“Late in the season, I personally 
like to see the temperature drop 
into the 20s in December, so wet-
land areas kind of freeze up during 
the night and then thaw out dur-
ing the day. That keeps the birds 
off-balance, moving around. Once 
the cold weather arrives, shallow-

water areas freeze up, and the 
river and reservoir hunters have 
a better crack at them.”

Worst-case scenarios, he said, are 
when lots of calm, warm, overcast 
days make hunting difficult. Ex-
tremely mild conditions can delay 
migrations and cause hunters to 
experience the mid-season lull of 
having to wait for new ducks to ar-
rive. Similarly, severe cold weather 
early in the season can cause ducks 
to move on south before hunters 
have much opportunity to pursue 
them.

This year’s waterfowl seasons 
dates are:

North Zone:
Youth days – Oct. 24-25
Regular season – Oct. 31-Dec. 

29
Middle Zone:
Youth days – Oct. 31- Nov. 1
Regular season – Nov. 7 -Jan. 5
South Zone:
Youth days – Nov. 21-22
Regular season – Nov. 26-Jan. 

24

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice recently approved a new type 
of nontoxic shot for waterfowl 
hunting. Effective immediately, 
hunters may use tungsten-iron-
fluoropolymer shot, along with 
other nontoxic shot previously 
approved. More details about bag 
limits and other waterfowl hunt-
ing regulations are available in the 
“2009-2010 Waterfowl Hunting 
Digest,” available wherever hunt-
ing permits are sold or at mdc.
mo.gov/hunt/wtrfowl/index.
htm.

-Jim Low-
Waterfowl hunting 
opportunities still 

limited at Duck Creek, 

Montrose CAs
Work continues to ensure the 

future of waterfowl hunting at 
two of Missouri’s oldest and most 
popular wetland areas.

Continuing renovations at Duck 
Creek and Montrose conservation 
areas (CAs) will limit waterfowl 
hunting opportunities there this 
fall, but hunters will find some of 
their favorite spots open for busi-
ness again.

Duck Creek CA in Bollinger, 
Stoddard and Wayne counties is a 
small remnant of the bottomland 
hardwood forest that once covered 
vast portions of the Mississippi 
Embayment in southeastern Mis-
souri. The area went into service 
in the 1950s, with seasonally 
flooded forest and wetland pools. 
It quickly became popular for 
waterfowl hunting and viewing. 
Many veteran Missouri waterfowl 
hunters have vivid memories of 
splendid drake wood ducks and 
mallards splashing down among 
decoys there.

Similarly, the Montrose CA in 
Henry County opened its doors 
to waterfowl hunters around 1960. 
Its four management units are 
above the normal level of Truman 
Reservoir and were designed to be 
flooded and drained at will. This 
permitted managers to grow crops 
and native vegetation during the 
summer and then flood those areas 
slowly throughout the fall and 
winter to create ideal feeding and 
resting habitat for migrating ducks 
and geese.

Over the decades, however, 
water-control structures at both 
CAs have worn out. Furthermore, 
improved knowledge of wetland-
area design and management 
has rendered some of the area’s 
original infrastructure obsolete. In 
2005, the Missouri Conservation 
Commission approved a 10-year, 
$16 million Golden Anniversary 


