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The Apalachicola Shooting Range 
in the heart of the Apalachicola 
National Forest will be closed for 
repairs Nov. 16-17.

The range, open to those who 
want to shoot pistols and rifles, is 
located next to Forest Road 305.  
The U.S. Forest Service, U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service and Florida 
Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission cooperatively make 
the range available for use by the 
public.

In addition, the range is normally 
closed to public use the fourth 
Saturday of each month for hunter 
safety classes. In November, how-
ever, the range will also be closed 
the third Saturday, Nov. 21.
FWC offers hunter safety 

course in Bay County
The Florida Fish and Wildlife 

Conservation Commission (FWC) 
is offering a free hunter safety 
course in Bay County.

The course will be at Gulf Coast 
Community College in the Student 
Union East building, 5230 West 
U.S. Hwy. 98 in Panama City. In-
struction will be from 6 to 9 p.m. 
Nov. 6 and 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Nov. 7.  
The range portion of the class will 
be Nov. 8.

Those who have taken the Inter-
net course and wish to complete 
the classroom portion must bring 
the online-completion report and 
attend only the Nov. 6 class from 
6 to 10 p.m. and the Nov. 8 range 
day.

An adult must accompany chil-
dren under age 16 at all times.  
Students should bring a pencil and 
paper with them to take notes.

The hunter safety course is re-
quired before anyone born on or 
after June 1, 1975, can purchase 
a Florida hunting license.  The 
FWC course satisfies hunter safety 
training requirements for all other 
states and Canadian provinces.

People interested in attending 
this course can register online and 
obtain information about future 

hunter safety classes at MyFWC.
com/Safety or by calling the 
FWC’s regional office in Panama 
City at 850-265-3676. 
Huntmasters needed for 

youth hunts
The Florida Fish and Wildlife 

Conservation Commission (FWC) 
is seeking volunteers to help 
run its Youth Hunting Program 
of Florida - a program aimed at 
providing quality hunting expe-
riences for 12- to 17-year-olds to 
increase the number of youths 
involved and to help preserve the 
sport’s future.

Interested in becoming one of the 
program’s huntmasters?  All you 
need is your hunter safety certifi-
cation, and good communication 
and people skills.

If you fit the requirements, and 
you would like to give back to 
your community and the sport of 
hunting by instructing tomorrow’s 
hunters in firearm safety, outdoor 
ethics and wildlife management, 
plan to attend the FWC’s next 
huntmaster class. The class is of-
fered Oct. 24 from 8 a.m. - 4:30 
p.m. at Camp Mack’s River Resort 
in Lake Wales.

With limited FWC staff, the Youth 
Hunting Program depends on the 
work and 
resources 
of its dedi-
cated vol-
unteers to 
help plan 
and facili-
tate these 
safe, educa-
tional and 
memorable 
hunting ex-
periences.

I f  y o u 
would like 
to receive 
huntmaster 

training at the Oct. 24 class in 
Lake Wales, contact Laura or Tom 
McWatters at 561-644-8020 or by 
e-mail at buckfeathers@bellsouth.
net.

The program also is always look-
ing for landowners and hunting 
clubs willing to donate weekend 
youth hunts and other volunteers 
to be trained as hunter safety in-
structors, cooks and guides.

For more information on Flori-
da’s Youth Hunting Program, or to 
learn about how you can become 
involved, visit MyFWC.com/
HunterSafety.

IoWa
Iowa Pheasant Season 

opens october 31
Iowa’s pheasant and quail hunt-

ing seasons open on October 31, 
with an estimated 80,000 people 
expected to pursue upland game 
birds this year, which is down 
more than 100,000 hunters from 
1999.

Todd Bogenschutz, upland wild-
life research biologist for the Iowa 
Department of Natural Resources, 
recommends pheasant hunters 
take a look at the August roadside 
survey counts as counts were vari-
able across the state. The counts 


