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opportunities for early season 
hunters.”

Population surveys in North 
Park and the San Luis Valley—
Colorado’s primary breeding 
areas for native waterfowl—
indicate duck production was 
good although somewhat de-
layed this year due to unusually 
cool spring weather.   Resident 
Canada goose populations re-
main healthy; however, spring 
production may have been 
negatively impacted by cool 
weather resulting in a poor-to-
average year for gosling pro-
duction in some areas.  

Across the Continental U.S 
and Canada, ducks fared well 
in 2009 and populations soared 
to the highest numbers in a 
decade. Heavy runoff and fre-
quent spring precipitation in the 
Great Plains states and portions 
of central Canada improved 
wetland habitat and bolstered 
waterfowl populations.

According to the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, the total breed-
ing duck population estimate 
in traditional survey areas was 
42 million birds—up 13 percent 
over last year and the fifth-
largest total since surveys be-
gan in 1955.  Mallards, the most 
popular duck among Colorado 
waterfowl hunters, showed 
a 10-percent increase and a 
breeding population of 8.5 mil-
lion birds—the largest estimate 
since 2000.  Canvasbacks, gad-
walls, and pintails also posted 
significant improvements over 
last year’s numbers.

Because the vast majority 
of ducks that winter in Colo-
rado are migrant birds from the 

north-central U.S. and south-
ern Canada, improved duck 
populations in these key areas 
should translate into excellent 
late-season opportunities for 
Colorado hunters. 

“We could see a good number 
of migratory ducks in Colorado 
this winter but, as always, the 
key variable is weather,” said 
Gammonley.  “Hunters need to 
be watching for cold-weather 
systems to push birds south 
from southern Canada, Dako-
tas, Montana and Wyoming, 
and plan their hunting trips 
accordingly. The good news is 
that when migrating ducks and 
geese arrive, water is plentiful 
in most areas which will help 
to keep birds here.”  

In contrast, Canada geese in 
the western Arctic had a poor 
production year and hunters 
may see fewer of these migrants 
this season.  Snow geese remain 
far above population objectives, 
and liberal bag limits and ex-
tended seasons apply.  

The DOW encourages hunters 
to have a safe and successful 
waterfowl season and reminds 
hunters of the following regula-
tions and changes for the 2009-
2010 seasons:  

Licenses, Stamps and 
Other Requirements

All waterfowl hunters must 
purchase and have in their pos-
session a small game license, 
youth small game or combina-
tion fishing/hunting license.

Hunters 16 or older need a 
Federal Migratory Bird Hunt-
ing Stamp (duck stamp) and a 

Colorado Waterfowl Stamp to 
hunt waterfowl.  Federal and 
state duck stamps are available 
at most post offices, DOW of-
fices, license agents and online 
at: http://wildlife.state.co.us/
ShopDOW/AppsAndLicens-
es/

In addition, Colorado water-
fowl collector’s stamps and art 
prints are now available. This 
year’s stamp features the bril-
liant artwork of award-winning 
wildlife artist Craig Fairbert.  
Prints and stamps make great 
holiday gifts and can be pur-
chased from the Colorado Wild-
life Heritage Foundation online 
(www.cwhf.info/shopOnline/
index.asp), or by contacting 
Terrie DeLoria at: (terrie.Delo-
ria@cwhf.info).

All waterfowl and small game 
hunters must register with 
Colorado’s Harvest Informa-
tion Program (HIP).  The HIP 
is a joint effort between the US-
FWS and the DOW, designed to 
improve small game and wa-
terfowl harvest estimates.  HIP 
numbers are available by call-
ing 1-866-COLOHIP (265-6447) 
or by going to the Colorado HIP 
Web site: www.colohip.com .   
HIP numbers must be written 
in the space provided on small 
game licenses.

A Colorado Wildlife Habitat 
Stamp is required of people 
ages 19-64 who buy hunting or 
fishing licenses.  With a license 
purchase, the stamp is $5 and 
required on each of the first 2 
licenses purchased annually 
($10 total).  Habitat Stamps are 
available at any DOW office, 
license agent or online on the 
Division’s Web site.


