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for wildlife conservation in our 
state.”

The CCAA program in the 
Gunnison area was started 
three years ago by the Division 
of Wildlife and the Fish and 
Wildlife Service as a voluntary 
arrangement under the ESA 
designed to prevent the need 
for listing through preventative 
conservation efforts. The DOW 
has worked closely with the 
Service to develop the program 
and to assist landowner partici-
pation. Some 100 landowners 
submitted initial applications 
for properties that represent 
about 100,000 acres.

The DOW has conducted 
on-site inspections of about 30 
properties so far to determine 
if they are located in important 
habitat areas that would aid 
Gunnison sage-grouse. DOW 
and Fish and Wildlife Service 
officials expect to sign up more 
landowners in 2009.

Under the agreement, Al-
len will continue to maintain 
and manage water and range 
resources on the property to 
benefit both livestock produc-
tion and Gunnison Sage-grouse 
brood rearing. The enrollment 
will be in effect until the CCAA 
expires in 2026.

“Allen’s property is a key 
parcel because it allows the birds 
to move around the Ohio Creek 
valley,” said Gary Skiba, senior 
wildlife conservation biologist for 
the DOW in southwest Colorado. 
“He also utilizes rotational graz-
ing for livestock that allows for 
development of a great variety of 
grasses and forbs which provide 
critical cover and food for sage 
grouse,” Skiba said.

Allen’s management 
proves that ranching and 
wildlife management are 

compatible.
“The Service believes there is a 

need for these kinds of agreements 
which provide incentives for land-
owners to help conserve species 
of concern, candidate species, or 
listed species on their property.  
These types of incentive-based 
programs go a long way to con-
tributing to species conservation 
and recovery,” Guertin said.

The Gunnison Sage-grouse cur-
rently exists in seven popula-
tions, six in Colorado and one 
in Utah. These include the Gun-
nison Basin, San Miguel Basin, 
Monticello-Dove Creek, Pinon 
Mesa, Crawford, Cerro Summit-
Cimarron-Sims Mesa and Poncha 
Pass populations. The Gunnison 
Basin population is the largest.

The Gunnison Sage-grouse is 
designated as a species of con-
cern by the Colorado Division of 
Wildlife and a sensitive species by 
the Utah Department of Natural 
Resources.

Improved Population 
Numbers Mean Good 

News for Pheasant and 
Quail Hunters

There continues to be good news 
for pheasant and quail hunters as 
both populations have improved 
numbers this year. The seasons 
for pheasant and quail began on 
November 14. Please check Small 
Game Season Dates and Fees page 
for end of season dates.

The wet spring and summer 
through much of Colorado’s core 
pheasant range improved nesting 
habitat. As a result, pheasant pop-
ulations have reached the highest 
numbers in years, especially in 
Colorado’s eastern plains.

Scaled QuailSoutheast Colorado 
scaled quail populations are in the 
process of recovering from the 
2006 blizzard and several years 
of drought. Quail populations 
should be higher than last year, but 
remain below long-term averages 
despite good nesting conditions 
in 2009.

Due to the delayed corn harvest, 
hunting will be difficult early in 
the season since pheasants and 
quails may concentrate in corn 
fields. Hunters are advised to 
look for areas where corn has been 
harvested and places where winter 
wheat is the predominant crop. 
Quail hunters in particular should 
look for these areas near river cor-
ridors. Please read the full press 
release for further details. 

The DOW Walk-In Access pro-
gram offers approximately 220,000 
acres of small game hunting access 
on private lands across the state.  
Many of these areas provide op-
portunities for pheasant and quail 
hunting. Check out the Walk-In 
Access page for more information 
on these areas.

Improved Duck 
Populations, Hunting 

Access Await Colorado 
Waterfowl Hunters

Abundant duck populations, 
liberal bag limits, diverse sea-
son structures and increased 
land access have set the stage 
for what could be an excellent 
year for Colorado hunters. 

“We are anticipating good 
things this year,” said Jim Gam-
monley, DOW waterfowl bi-
ologist.  “We had an unusually 
wet spring which created good 
breeding and nesting habitat 
for ducks in Colorado breed-
ing areas.  Locally produced 
ducks should provide good 


