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with final development of the 
management plan.” 

“Conservation strategies are 
the core of any recovery plan.  
We are focusing on strategies 
intended to reverse the current 
decline of lesser prairie-chick-
ens,” Odell said.  “We hope to 
protect the remaining birds we 
have left and to create habi-
tat conditions that will allow 
populations to recover.”

Lesser prairie-chickens (Tym-
panuchus pallidicinctus) are a 
native grassland grouse species 
that are about the same size 
as domestic chickens.  Lesser 
prairie-chickens prefer san-
dy grassland areas that have 
an abundance of midgrasses, 
sandsage, and yucca.  They 
currently occupy grasslands in 
Texas, Oklahoma, New Mexico, 
Kansas, and Colorado.  Biolo-
gists estimate there are fewer 
than 40,000 breeding birds left 
range-wide.

Although lesser prairie-chick-
ens were widely distributed 
throughout southeast Colorado 
prior to European settlement, 
the bird’s occupied range is 
much smaller today.  The state 
officially lists the lesser prairie-
chicken as “threatened” in 
Colorado. 

Recent counts estimate there 
are fewer than 300 breeding 
birds remaining in the state.  
Most of the remaining lesser 
prairie-chickens are on private 
ranches in the extreme south-
eastern corner of Colorado, 
and on the Comanche National 
Grassland near Campo.

As with the other prairie 
grouse species, scientists at-
tribute population declines to 

the conversion of undisturbed 
open prairies to agricultural 
and other human use.

The DOW office in Lamar is 
located at 2500 S. Main St.

Anyone interested in par-
ticipating should contact Mike 
Smith at (719)336-6606 or (mi-
chael.smith@state.co.us).

Gunnison Landowner 
Helps Conserve 

Gunnison Sage-Grouse
A Gunnison County rancher 

will be the first landowner in 
Colorado to participate in a 
voluntary conservation pro-
gram aimed at preserving the 
Gunnison sage-grouse. The 
Colorado Division of Wildlife 
has been working closely with 
landowners in the Gunnison 
Basin and other areas to help 
manage implementation of 
this conservation program ad-
ministered by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service.

By agreeing to conservation 
measures, landowners who 
participate in the program are 
guaranteed that no further land-
use restrictions or conditions 
will be required from them if 
the Gunnison sage-grouse is 
ever listed as a threatened or 
endangered species under the 
federal Endangered Species Act 
(ESA). The agreement, known 
as a Candidate Conservation 
Agreement with Assurances 
(CCAA), outlines conservation 
measures to benefit the Gun-
nison sage-grouse while still 
allowing the landowners to use 
their lands. 

Curtis Allen operates a 4,200-
acre ranch that is located in the 
Ohio Creek Valley, just north 
of Gunnison. A sage-grouse 
mating area, known as a lek, is 
located on his property and the 
ranch provides excellent year-
round habitat for the birds. Al-
len enrolled 2,700 acres in the 
CCAA program. The ranch is 
also adjacent to other ranches 
that have excellent grouse 
habitat. For several years Allen 
has worked with the DOW to 
develop a wildlife management 
plan on the property conducive 
to sage-grouse, other wildlife 
species and his cattle opera-
tion.

“With the CCAA program, the 
Division of Wildlife is working 
cooperatively with landowners 
so that they can continue their 
activities in a way that enhances 
the survival of Gunnison sage-
grouse,” said Tom Remington, 
director of the Colorado Divi-
sion of Wildlife. “These kinds 
of partnerships are critical for 
maintaining adequate habitat 
for the bird.”

The Fish and Wildlife 
Service also sees 

great value in CCAA 
partnerships

“We commend Mr. Allen for 
being the first landowner to 
sign up under this Agreement 
and for his commitment to the 
conservation of the Gunnison 
Sage-grouse, said Steve Guer-
tin, the Service’s Director of 
the Mountain-Prairie Region. 
“This type of voluntary coop-
eration of ranchers and other 
rural landowners is essential 


