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resting areas. Mornings after 
big winter storms and severe 
cold snaps are often an excel-
lent time to check desert stock 
ponds for ducks,” Babb said.

Decoys will prove useful on 
central Arizona lakes, rivers, 
and ponds. “If you are decoy-
ing, you’ll want to start early. 
Have your decoys set and your 
blind built before legal shooting 
time comes. Once again, a little 
scouting will be a big help in 
finding a productive shooting 
spot,” Babb said.

Ducks tend to congregate in 
backwaters, slow runs on riv-
ers, and sheltered areas on lakes 
such as coves and the mouths 
of rivers and creeks.

“With some scouting you 
will discover that though there 
may be several spots that seem 
to look good and are used by 
ducks, there is one or a few 
spots that they prefer. Set out 
your decoys and build your 
blind while it is still dark so you 
will be situated at legal shoot-
ing time,” he advises.

Typically the best shooting 
is in the first couple of hours 
of the day, so it is important 
to be ready by legal shooting 
time. “On a typical duck hunt, 
shooting is usually over by 10 
or 11 a.m. Geese generally fly a 
little later than ducks, but you’ll 
still want to be prepared by first 
light,” Babb said.

Ducks will tend to move more 
in inclement weather, so shoot-
ing often lasts longer on these 
days. “Ducks have excellent 
eyesight and color vision, so 
keep this in mind when hunting 
them. Camouflage is recom-

mended. It is also very impor-
tant to remain motionless while 
birds are working the decoys 
or coming in,” said the veteran 
waterfowler.

To retrieve downed birds from 
stock tanks, try using a fishing 
rod rigged with a topwater 
plug. Cast over dead birds 
and reel them in. The same rig 
fitted with a diving plug will 
retrieve decoys in deep water 
by snagging the anchor line. Re-
member, only non-toxic or steel 
shot may be used for ducks and 
geese.

Early waterfowl – the 
appeal is mountain teal
The appeal is usually blue-

winged, cinnamon, and green-
winged teal for the early moun-
tain-zone-only waterfowl hunting 
starting Oct. 9, but you’ll likely 
find some resident mallards as 
well.

“Blue-winged teal are usually the 
first waterfowl we see move down 
the flyway,” said Migratory Bird 
Biologist Mike Rabe. “But there 
will often be some cinnamon and 
green-wings a little later and there 
are also resident waterfowl popu-
lations, such as mallards.”

Rabe added that most blue-wings 
will have already passed through 
the state by the time waterfowl 
season opens. “However, we have 
had quite a few blue-wings stay 
in the state long enough to show 
up in the harvest the last year or 
two.”

The Mountain Zone for water-
fowl is from Oct. 9, 2009 to Jan. 
16, 2010 and includes units 1-5, 7, 
9m 11M, 12A and those portions 
of Units 6 and 8 within Coconino 
County.

Keep in mind that the desert 
zone waterfowl season doesn’t 

open until Oct. 23 and then closes 
on Jan. 31, 2010.

“We have split zones for water-
fowl to provide hunters a longer 
season if they want to take advan-
tage of it,” Rabe said.

Colorado
Conservation of lesser 
prairie-chickens will 

be the subject of a 
workshop at the division 

of Wildlife Office in 
lamar Nov. 12, from 4-8 

p.m.
The workshop is open to any-

one interested lesser prairie-
chicken conservation. 

“Local citizens interested in 
lesser prairie-chicken manage-
ment will be briefed on preser-
vation options and the identifi-
cation of specific management 
actions that will be most effec-
tive at the local level,” said Seth 
McClean, a wildlife conserva-
tion biologist with the DOW.

“By working with local stake-
holders we can discuss coop-
erative conservation solutions 
and develop a workable and 
effective management plan,” 
said McClean.

“The DOW has identified 
some potential strategies that 
might be implemented in part-
nership with local landown-
ers, land managers, and other 
stakeholders,” said Eric Odell, 
the Grasslands Species Con-
servation Coordinator for the 
DOW.  “However,” he added, 
“the agency would like to meet 
with any affected stakeholders 
to gather comments and answer 
questions before we proceed 


