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tion of mesquite-
lined washes, 
hackberry bush-
es, desert brittle 
brush, catclaw, 
varieties of des-
ert cacti, (prickly 
pear is a good 
indicator) and 
desert grasses 
between 1,500-
4,500 feet in el-
evation.

No. 6 shot is 
recommended 
during challeng-
ing seasons. The same shot is 
suitable for rabbits and doves 
flushing through cover too. So 
load up, be safe and enjoy the 
great American hunting tradi-
tion.

For more reports on the up-
land hunting season, tips, sea-
son dates and more, visit the 
Arizona Game and Fish Depart-
ment’s Web site at www.azgfd.
gov/hunting.

Dig out the deeks – the 
full waterfowl season is 

taking flight
Dig out the deeks and limber 

up those duck calls – the desert 
zone waterfowl hunting takes 
flight on Oct. 23 and closes on 
Jan. 31, but the best hunting 
may still be in the high coun-
try.

A lot of waterfowl hunters 
have already been taking ad-
vantage of the mountain zone 
waterfowl opportunities. Now 
the season has shifted to the 
lower elevations as well.

Randy Babb, an Arizona Game 
and Fish biologist and veteran 
duck hunter, said waterfowl 

reproduction estimates for this 
year are good in North Ameri-
ca, with most species showing 
an increase in numbers. Sum-
mer surveys this year indicated 
nesting was generally up.

“A common problem we ex-
perience in Arizona, despite 
nesting success, is warm winter 
weather. Often warm winters in 
the western states will ‘short-
stop’ much of the migrating 
waterfowl before they make it 
to the southern U.S. So while 
states north of us (Utah, Ne-
vada, etc.) enjoy fantastic hunt-
ing, we experience sporadic 

shooting at best,” 
Babb pointed 
out.

 On the other 
hand, he said, if 
warm weather 
keeps Arizona’s 
h igh  country 
waters  open , 
many ducks and 
geese will spend 
the winter there 
rather than mi-
grating to lower 
elevations.

“Simply put, many migrating 
waterfowl species go no farther 
south than they have to. If we 
have a warm winter, our state’s 
high elevations will likely offer 
the best hunting,” Babb said.

The early part of the season 
offers the best opportunities 
for some of the early migrants 
like cinnamon and blue-wing 
teal. November is usually when 
waterfowl hunting in the desert 
areas really picks up.

”At this time free water at 
northern latitudes typically 
becomes scarce, forcing birds 
southward to seek feeding and 


