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State News

ArizoNA
Dove season opens 

Friday, Nov. 20 Most 
popular game bird 

offers bountiful autumn 
harvest

Hunters can be thankful even 
before the big Thanksgiving 
feast, because Friday, Nov. 20 
marks the return of dove sea-
son.

Late season dove hunting of-
fers all day hunting (the early 
season is primarily half-day 
hunting). Along with the full 
days, the season is liberal and 
open for just over six weeks, 
allowing plenty of hunting op-
portunity.

The season runs from Nov. 20, 
2009 – Jan. 3, 2010. The bag limit 
is 10 birds per day.

The late season is a great time 
to enjoy cooler temperatures, 
and little to no hunting pres-
sure, when compared to the 
early season.

Another great thing about the 
late season is the chance to hunt 
quail and rabbits in the same 
uplands that dove inhabit, of-
fering a mixed bag bonanza.

Each of these game animals 
make great table fare, but com-
bined it is an autumn harvest 
smorgasbord.

Happy hunting, and be safe.

To download the 2009-10 Ari-
zona Dove and Band-tailed Pi-
geon Regulations, and to learn 
more about how small game 
hunting can be big fun, visit 
www.azgfd.gov/hunting.
Take advantage of small 

game opportunities
With small game season in 

full swing, now is a great time 
to get out in the field and do 
some hunting and scouting for 
your upcoming hunt. Most of 
the habitat that javelina occupy 
is also good habitat for quail 
(Gambel’s, scaled and Mearns’), 
cottontail rabbits, jackrabbits, 
dove, squirrel and even ducks. 
Not to mention, all of these spe-
cies make great table fare when 
cared for properly.

Young hunters can hone many 
of the same skills needed to 
hunt javelina when pursuing 
rabbits and squirrels with a 
.22 rifle, including using their 
binoculars to discover game, 
identifying habitat, stalking, 
marksmanship, and proper 
field care for dressing harvested 
game.

Small game season offers big 
fun, with plenty of pursuits 
and long seasons. Season dates 
are:

    * Year-round – cottontail 
rabbits and jackrabbits

    * Oct. 2, 2009 – Feb. 7, 2010 – 
Gambel’s and scaled quail

    * Oct. 2 – Dec. 31, 2009 – 
squirrel season

    * Oct. 9/23, 2009 – Jan 
17/31, 2010 – waterfowl season 
(mountain/desert zones)

    * Nov. 20 2009 – Jan. 3, 2010 
– dove season

    * Nov. 27, 2009 – Feb. 7, 2010 
– Mearns’ quail

Ben Avery Shooting 
Facility sets winter hours 

and new late arrival 
check-in

Recreational shooters are 
reminded that the Ben Avery 
Shooting Facility is operating 
on winter business hours as of 
Oct. 15.

In addition, shooters arriving 
near closing time are required 
to check-in 30 minutes before 
closing time to allow shooters 
and archers ample range time. 
Arriving with less than 30 min-
utes could leave customers in 
the middle of a cease- fire, of-
fering little to no opportunity 
to shoot.

Ben Avery Shooting Facility 
winter business hours are:

    * Monday – CLOSED
    * Tuesday – CLOSED
    * Wednesday – 8 a.m. to 8 

p.m. (7:30 p.m. last check-in 
time)

    * Thursday – 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
(7:30 p.m. last check-in time)

    * Friday – 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
(2:30 p.m. last check-in time)

    * Saturday – 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
(7:30 p.m. last check-in time)

    * Sunday – 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
(2:30 p.m. last check-in time)

Winter hours are in effect until 
May 14, 2010.


