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Buy The Book Communication
Since you can’t tell a book from its cover we offer 
you seven pages from this book to decide if you 
want to do buy the book! 

“Dog Days of Summer”
by

Ken M. Blomberg

The month of August has 
always been a month 
of ritual for me.  With 

hunting seasons knocking at the 
door, there is much to be done 
in preparation – not the least 
of which involves the dogs.  
First of all, my truck needs to 
be straightened out and reor-
ganized – after all, last spring’s 
turkey hunting “stuff” must be 
put away and my upland hunt-
ing gear stored.  The dog trailer 
requires to be pulled out of the 
weeds, cleaned and organized.  
This year, the 10-foot jon boat 
will be strapped on top of the 
trailer – as several duck and 
goose hunting trips are on this 
fall’s agenda.  And last, but not 
least, the dogs need special at-
tention – as summer inactivity 
needs an adjustment.

     The month of August also has 
the dubious distinction of being 
attached to the expression, “dog 
days”.  During summer months, 
the “dog star,” Sirius rises and 
sets with the sun.  Our ancestors 
believed the star’s heat, together 
with the sun, resulted in much 
warmer and muggy weather.  
These hot, humid days of late 
summer are not the best of times 
for dog training, but preparing 
for the upcoming hunting sea-
son may be in order nonetheless.

With the season be-
ginning next month, 
are you ready?  Is 
your dog ready?  All 
too often, you are 
both out of shape, due 
to the lazy days of 
summer that recently 
passed by.   With lit-
tle time to physically 
prepare for some-
what strenuous au-
tumn hunts, we need 
to take stock in our 
dog’s fitness to return 
afield.  Watch your 
dogs closely during 
training and those 
warm, early season 
hunts.   Dogs require 
proportionally more 
air than humans for 
breathing, especially 
when working out 
in summer’s heat.  
In addition, opening 
day weather can be 
summer-like, with 
hot temperatures 
and high humidity.  
This can be a deadly 
combination for any 
dog, but especially 
one that’s not con-
ditioned and in top 
shape.  

Dog training in warm weather 
should revolve around water.  
Preventing heat stroke can be 
accomplished by timing train-
ing activities during the cool 
hours of early morning and late 
evening.  If you must work your 
dog during the mid-day’s heat, 
do it near a body of water, or 
better yet, in the water.  Water 
work and retrieving are great 
conditioning exercises and help 
to maintain normal body tem-
peratures.  Early season hunt-
ing near water - like rivers and 
streams - just makes good sense.

Whether training or hunting, 
carry water afield for you and 
your dog during warm months.  
Water bottles carry well in game 
bags and may be needed in ar-
eas far from a water source.   In 
addition, a small first aid kit and 
dog treats can easily fit in front 
vest pockets and may come in 
handy.   

Maintenance diets may be fine 
for the “dog days” of summer, 
but during times of strenuous 
workouts, or when the hunt be-
gins, a change in dog food with 
higher protein and fat content 
may be in order – specifically 
formulas designed for working 
dogs.   

As the season progresses, you 
should notice a change in your 
dog’s stamina and endurance - 
then make sure their diet chang-
es to meet the nutritional needs 
of an active dog.      

     Late summer and pre-sea-
son is a great time to schedule 
a trip to your vet for an an-
nual check-up.  Weight gain or 
loss, skin or coat problems and 
overall health issues can be ad-
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dressed now – rather than the 
week before a planned hunting 
trip.  If you have scheduled an 
out-of-state trip, vaccinations 
need to be up-to-date.  Crossing 
state lines may require proof, 
so pack your veterinary records 
with your guns.

So, don’t let the “dog days of 
summer” get you down.  Treat 
yourself to August, a month of 
ritual – where hunters and their 
dogs prepare for the season 
they wait for all year long.  Af-
ter all, planning, preparing and 
dreaming of cool, crisp autumn 
days afield is half the fun.

Ken Blomberg hails from Junc-
tion City, WI

     

Have you ever 
thought about 
what you sound 

like to your dog? Unless 
you’re using words you’ve 
already taught your dog, you 
might imagine you sound 
like the teacher in the Pea-
nuts cartoons – just a bunch 
of wah, wah, wahs. But the 
reality is far more interest-
ing as we ponder if dogs can 
understand dif-
ferent languages. 
Recent research in 
the journal Neuro-
Image has shown 
that dogs can dis-
tinguish familiar 
languages from 
unfamiliar ones 
and can even tell 
human language 
from nonsense 
sounds.

Recruiting 
Study 

Subjects
Researchers in 

the Department of 
Ethology at Eötvös 
Loránd University 
in Budapest, Hun-
gary, wanted to 
investigate activity in canine 
brains when dogs heard a 
language they did not know. 
According to the universi-
ty’s Department of Ethology 
newsletter, lead researcher 
Laura Cuaya’s move from 
Mexico to Hungary with her 
dog sparked the idea. Just as 
Cuaya was surrounded by 
a new and unfamiliar lan-
guage, so was her pet Kun-
kun, and she wondered if he 
noticed the change.

So, Cuaya and the scien-
tists in her lab recruited 18 
dogs, including Cuaya’s, and 
trained them to lie still in 
an MRI machine for a brain 
scan. There were six Border 
Collies, five Golden Retriev-
ers, two Australian Shep-
herds, one Cocker Spaniel, 
and four mixed-breed dogs. 

They were all adult animals 
between the ages of three and 
11. Two of the dogs were fa-
miliar with Spanish, and the 
other participants were famil-
iar with Hungarian.

Storytime in the MRI
While the dogs lay in the MRI 

machine, they listened to re-
cordings from the classic chil-
dren’s book The Little Prince 

by Antoine de Saint-Exupéry. 
Female narrators, one a native 
Hungarian speaker and one a 
native Spanish speaker, read 
the story in an engaging tone 
of voice to sound as natural as 
possible. Sometimes the dogs 
heard a recording in Hungar-
ian, sometimes a recording 
in Spanish, and sometimes a 
computer-scrambled record-
ing that no longer resembled 
human speech at all.

While the dogs listened to 
the different recordings, the 
MRI machine scanned their 
brains to measure activity dur-
ing each condition. However, 
the dogs were free to leave the 
machine at any time, and the 
trainer and their owner were 
both in the scanning room to 
help the pet feel comfortable.

Different Brain 
Activity

Then it was time to analyze 
the results. First, the scientists 
looked at whether the dogs 
could distinguish speech of 
any kind from non-speech. 
And they could. The primary 
auditory cortex of the canine 
brains showed distinct activity 
patterns, depending on wheth-
er the subjects heard the scram-
bled passages or the original 
recordings. However, this does 
not necessarily mean canine 
brains are tuned to speech like 
human brains are. It may sim-
ply be that the dogs could tell 
the difference between natural 
and unnatural sounds.

Next, the scientists com-
pared the brain scans from 
when the dogs heard a fa-

miliar language versus an 
unfamiliar one. And again, 
the scans indicated the dogs 
could tell the difference, this 
time in a different area of the 
brain known as the secondary 
auditory cortex. Both these 
brain regions are located in-
side the temporal cortex, and 
the researchers hypothesize 
that they allow dogs to pro-
cess speech in two steps. The 
primary auditory cortex de-
termines whether or not a 
sound is speech; then the sec-
ondary auditory cortex tells 
dogs if this is a language they 
recognize.

Older Dogs Showed a 
Greater Response

It is amazing to think dogs 
can tell Hungarian from 
Spanish, especially from 

words they likely are not fa-
miliar with. After all, the pas-
sages from The Little Prince 
probably were not peppered 
with “sit,” “stay,” and “paw.” 
Amazingly, dogs are the first 
non-human animal to show 
this ability to distinguish be-
tween languages. And they 
did it spontaneously. No 
training was required.

However, we talk to our 
dogs all the time, and even 
when we are not directly 
addressing them, they are 
bathed in our communica-
tion. Surely they absorb the 
patterns and rhythms of our 
speech. That notion was sup-
ported by the study. Interest-
ingly, the brains of the older 
dogs showed more activity 
in their secondary auditory 
cortex. That hints that these 

animals were bet-
ter able to distin-
guish between the 
two languages. All 
those additional 
years spent living 
with people might 
have provided 
them more famil-
iarity with the lan-
guages spoken in 
their homes.

Different human 
languages have 
different sounds 
and patterns, so 
other animals may 
be capable of do-
ing this too. But 
dogs as a species 
have lived along-
side humans for 

thousands of years. Perhaps 
they have evolved a spe-
cial ability to recognize our 
speech. In fact, a recent study 
from the same university on 
the acoustic bases of human 
voice identity processing in 
dogs showed that dogs can 
recognize their owner from 
voice alone – no visuals or 
odors required.

There is no doubt dogs 
want to hear what we have to 
say, but future research could 
explore whether this hu-
man language perception is 
unique to their species. In the 
meantime, it seems that, far 
from sounding like the Pea-
nuts teacher, your voice and 
the language you are speak-
ing are comfortably familiar 
to your dog.

Can Dogs Understand 
Different Languages? New 

Study Investigates
By Stephanie Gibeault, MSc, CPDT


