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Don’t Touch That Weed!
By Dennis Guldan

From the 
Publisher’s 

Desk
Welcome to the June/July is-

sue of Bird Dog & Retriever 
News. "ank you: subscribers, 
advertisers, organizations and 
others.

We are headed into the dog 
days of summer. Some will tell 
you now is when you should be 
scouting new places to hunt.

I on the other hand, HAVE 
those places I know there are 
birds and would suggest you 
turn to page 14, #nd a lake, a 
PBR, a good dog and reinact 
last year in your mind.

We had a fairly dry Memori-
al Day weekend. Which means 
the hatch probably survived 
intact.

Did you hear the Bracs.. 
Bracco Italiano sporting breed 
has been accepted as the 200 
breed in the AKC? A breed we 
just had on the cover of Bird 
Dog & Retriever News a cou-
ple of issues ago. You will now 
start seeing them in the show 
ring and at #eld trials & hunt 
tests. More on the breed & the 
AKC on page four. 

It’s a slow time of year for 
calendar of events so we put in 
dates to the end of the year.

Also on page 4 is a good ar-
ticle on dogs noses.

Almost forgot us gun peo-
ple won one for carry at the 
Supreme Court. Ellen and I 
never go anywhere we feel is 
unsafe. Sad things these days 
those places are more di$cult 
to #nd.

And I have been dedicating a 
few pages to people at events. 
We went out to a Brittany Hunt 
test, a Spaniel Hunt Test and 
Fun day at Game Unlimited 
and you may be pictured in 
BD&RN if you were there. 

Looks like I’m out of space 
again!

See you next issue!
Dennis Guldan

Publisher Bird Dog 
& Retriever News 

E-mail: Publisher@Bird-
Dog-News.com

Worlds largest read hunting/
dog publication 

A great publication that makes 
you smile!

Hunt Safety First class high quality Lab English 
Setter & Pointer breeding and upland 
and waterfowl training programs for 
the novice and the pro. We also host 
monthly training days open to the 
public.
www.goodgoing.com

Recipes
Good Going Sporting Dogs

Jason Gooding Baldwin WI

715-796-2392

Directions
Preheat oven to 325 degrees.
In a large, oven-proof skillet (i.e cast iron fry pan) fry the 
bacon until almost crisp but not overly browned, over 
medium-high heat. Remove bacon and set aside. Leave 1-2 
tablespoons of the bacon drippings in the pan and discard 
the rest.

to the pan. Place the oven-
proof skillet in the preheated 
oven and roast uncovered 
for 45 minutes. When done, 
remove the grouse from the 
pan and keep warm on a 
separate plate loosely cov-
ered with aluminum foil.
Put the skillet on a burner 
over medium heat and whisk 
the flour into the pan juic-
es, stirring constantly until 
thickened. Serve the pan gra-
vy over the grouse breasts. 
This dish tastes excellent 
over wild rice. Serves 4.

Braised Grouse with Bacon and Sage

4 cloves chopped garlic
1/2 teaspoon salt
1 tablespoon chopped 
sage
ground black or white 
pepper to taste
3 tablespoons flour

4 boneless,  skinless 
grouse breast halves
8 slices of bacon
1 cup chicken broth
1 cup white wine
1/2 cup chopped shallot 
(or 1/4 cup red onion)

Ingredients

Place the grouse breasts in 
the pan and brown them 
quickly, about 2 minutes 
per side. Remove the grouse 
from the skillet and wrap 
each grouse breast with 2 
pieces of bacon, securing 
them with a toothpick if 
necessary.
Add the remaining ingredi-
ents to the pan and scrape 
up any bits off the bottom 
of the skillet with a wooden 
utensil. Remove from heat 
and add the grouse back 

Ellen and I were 
out walk ing the 
dogs the other  day 

when Ellen turned to me 
and said I think your dog 
just laid down in Poison 
Ivy. “Great” I said, “Just 
what we need! Are you 
sure?” She was not.

It then occurred to me 
at 50 years of age I still do 
not know what Poison Ivy 
looks like. Though Ellen 
a farm girl did not either. 
And for someone 50+ in 
age that spends a good deal 
of time in the woods, that is 
not a good thing. 

So I thought that might 
be a great topic for my article 
in this months issue. I am far 
from an expert on the topic, 
but I can at least give you 
a few pictures of things to 
avoid. At least next time you 
are in the woods this fall 
and think it may be time 

for a snooze you will 
have a clue what you 
are laying in. 

The Villains
There are three 

common plants that 
will get you in trouble 
in the woods: Poison 
Ivy, Poison Oak and 
Poison Sumac. All have 
sap that will attach to 
unprotected skin and all 
will give you a rash.

Poison Ivy
Poison Ivy grows as a 

vine close to the ground; it 
has a shiny tear shaped leaf 
that changes color in the 
fall. In the late summer to 
fall they will have greenish 
white berries under the 
leaves.  Poison Ivy grows 
almost exclusively east of 
the Rockies. The sap that 
the plant sends out is called 
urshiol. If you scratch an 

infected area 
the urshiol 
m i g h t  b e 
s p r e a d  t o 
your hands 
a n d  o t h e r 
parts of your 
b o d y  b y 
the urshiol 
m o v i n g 
t o  y o u r 
hands upon 
s c r a t c h i n g 
even to other 
p e o p l e . 
Urshiol can 
stay potent 
FIVE YEARS 
after contact 
so wash off 
y o u r  g u n 
or anything 

The Poison Ivy rash is 
read and will go away in 
two weeks. It may blister 
and finally scab over. If you 
get infected first wash your 
hands and the infected spot 
and apply calamine lotion. 
Calamine should help, if not 
you should see a doctor.  

Poison Oak & 
Poison Sumac

Both poison oak & Poison 
Sumac also have urshiol. 
Poison Oak grows as a small 
shrub, tree or vine. The 
distinguishing quality is its 
leaves growing in clumps 
of threes. Poison Oak is 
most commonly found in 

Poison Ivy

Poison Oak

Poison Sumac

you touch so it does not 
come back.

the western states. Poison 
Sumac is a tall shrub with 
leaves seven to thirteen on 
each side of a main stem just 
like sumac.  Poison Sumac is 
most commonly found in the 
Southeast states. 

So next time you have 
a few birds short of a limit 
and the urge to lay down 
for a snooze, perhaps you 
best look before you pick 
your spot. So you won’t 
remember that spot for 
YEARS to come.  

Have a safe hunt!


