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bagged an estimated 375,000 roosters 
in 2021, the most since 2008.

“Our small game survey reflected 
the general reports I received during 
the season that the northern two-thirds 
of the state had really good pheasant 
hunting,” said Todd Bogenschutz, up-
land wildlife research biologist with 
the Iowa Department of Natural Re-
sources. “We had a slight increase in 
the number of hunters, but a 25 percent 
increase in the harvest, which tells me 
that the birds were there and hunters 
did really well.”

And based on the annual pheasant 
nesting outlook, the 2022 season could 
produce similar results.

“Our pheasant population typically 
shows increases following mild win-
ters with springs that are dryer and 
warmer than normal,” he said. “This 
year, the weather model is predicting 
pheasant populations to be stable to 
slightly increasing for the fall 2022 sea-
son, with some regional fluctuations.”

Bogenschutz expects quail and 
pheasant numbers in southern Iowa 
to rebound somewhat after a string of 
bad winters, ice and spring floods, but 
the best pheasant densities will again 
be in the northern and western regions, 
he said.

While the nesting outlook weather 
model offers a population prediction, 
the annual August roadside survey 
provides an actual count of pheasants, 

quail, rabbits and partridge. Re-
sults from the annual August road-
side survey will be posted online 
at www.iowadnr.gov/pheasantsur-
vey around Sept. 15.

Landowners interested in im-
proving pheasant hunting on their 
land are encouraged to reach out to 
staff with the Iowa DNR’s private 
lands program at www.iowadnr.
gov/crp or by going to their local 
Farm Service Agency office to sign 
up for continuous CRP.

KANSAS
OUTDOOR ENTHUSIASTS, 

PET OWNERS ENCOURAGED 
TO AVOID HARMFUL ALGAL 

BLOOMS 
Blue-green algae look much like 

other, more common algae but 
they’re really a type of bacteria 
called “cyanobacteria.” And this 
cyanobacteria, when in high con-
centrations, can cause illness in both 
people and pets. That’s why each 
year, the Kansas Department of 
Wildlife and Parks (KDWP), Kansas 
Department of Health and Environ-
ment (KDHE), U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers (USACE) and the Bureau 
of Reclamation (BOR) work jointly 
to alert the public about potentially 
harmful algae blooms.

The process begins when KDHE 
is alerted to a potential algae bloom. 

IOWA
DNR TO HOST AN OPEN 

HOUSE ON THE TOMAHAWK 
MARSH WILDLIFE AREA 

The Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) is holding an open 
house on July 19, from 3-6 p.m., at the 
Speaker Park Shelter House, 418 Blos-
som Street, in Lake View, to discuss the 
habitat management, recreation use, 
wildlife populations and other topics 
of interest for the Tomahawk Marsh 
Wildlife Area.

This will be a come-and-go open 
house format with staff from various 
programs on hand to answer ques-
tions.

If you have special requirements 
such as those related to mobility or 
hearing impairments, please contact 
the DNR or ADA Coordinator at 515-
725-8200, Relay Iowa TTY Service 800-
735-7942, or Webmaster@dnr.iowa.
gov, and advise of specific needs.

LEARN TO HUNT PROGRAM 
OPENS REGISTRATION 

FOR DOVE HUNTING AND 
WINGSHOOTING WORKSHOP 
 The Iowa Department of Natural Re-

sources (DNR) is offering a program to 
teach skills needed to hunt, field dress 
and cook mourning doves to individu-
als who have little to no dove hunting 
experience.

The workshop will be held on Aug. 
4, from 6 to 9 p.m. at the Butch Olof-
son Shooting Range, near Polk City. 
Participants will learn basic strategies 

for hunting mourning doves such as 
proper equipment, where to hunt, safe 
shooting practices, and how to field 
dress, butcher and cook them.

The workshop also includes shoot-
ing techniques and time on the gun 
range for those looking to improve 
their shooting skills.

“This workshop will provide partici-
pants the skills and knowledge neces-
sary to begin hunting doves, including 
techniques to field dress and cook this 
lean and healthy protein,” said Jamie 
Cook, program coordinator with the 
Iowa DNR.

The workshop is designed for par-
ticipants 18 years of age and older. 
The cost is $35. For information on 
the workshop and to begin the regis-
tration process, go to https://tinyurl.
com/4ks9csjh. Space is limited so be 
sure to register right away. 

The program is provided through a 
partnership with the Iowa DNR and 
Backcountry Hunters and Anglers. It is 
part of a national effort to recruit, re-
tain and reactivate hunters due to the 
overall decline in hunting and outdoor 
recreation.

PHEASANT HUNTERS BAGGED 
375,000 ROOSTERS IN 2021, 

NESTING OUTLOOK PREDICTS 
ANOTHER GOOD HUNTING 

SEASON 
Survey results confirmed what 

Iowa pheasant hunters already knew 
– pheasant hunting last fall was re-
ally good. In fact, it was the best in 
more than a decade. Iowa hunters 

State News You Can Use!Game Unlimited Hunt Club
May 13-15 

New Richmond, WI
By Dennis Guldan


