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of South Dakota, a fact that is 
not lost on volunteers of the 
Fort Randall chapter,” said 
Mike Stephenson, Pheasants 
Forever’s regional represen-
tative in South Dakota. “The 
Fort Randall Chapter of Pheas-
ants Forever is an assembly of 
business owners and upland 
hunters who recognize the im-
portance of pheasant hunting in 
their local communities. I look 
forward to working with these 
individuals to contribute last-
ing positive impacts in Douglas 
County.”

Pheasants Forever and state 
officials have taken steps in 
recent months to safeguard 
South Dakota’s world-class 
pheasant population. Follow-
ing recommendations of the 
Pheasant Habitat Work Group, 
the South Dakota Conserva-
tion Fund was established as a 
funding mechanism for habitat 
improvements throughout the 
state’s pheasant range. In addi-
tion, Pheasants Forever is now 
offering landowners in South 
Dakota a new conservation 
program – the Honey Bee and 
Monarch Butterfly Partner-
ship– designed specifically to 
create native wildflower and 
grassland plots that positively 
influence upland bird, bee and 
butterfly populations.
Fort Randall Chapter of 

Pheasants Forever
• The Fort Randall Chapter 

of Pheasants Forever has elect-
ed Tracy Hinckley of Armour 
as president, Kevin Leonard of 
Armour as habitat chair, Larry 
Wold of Armour as banquet 

chair, Chris Gerber of Armour 
as youth/education chair, and 
Kendall Strand of Armour as 
treasurer.

• For more information 
about the chapter or to become 
involved, please contact chap-
ter president, Tracy Hinckley, at 
(605) 724-2888 / email.

• The chapter will hold its 
next meeting on Monday, June 
15, at 7:00 p.m. at Blue Moon 
Bar & Grill (708 2nd Street - Ar-
mour, SD 57313). Hunters and 
conservationists interested in 
joining the chapter as volun-
teers are encouraged to attend.

Photo Credit: Roger Hill

South Dakota’s 35 Pheas-
ants Forever chapters account 
for over 6,000 members state-
wide. Those chapters have 
spent $4.9 million to complete 
25,163 habitat projects since 
the first South Dakota chapter 
formed in Minnehaha County 
in 1985. Those projects have 
improved 380,000 acres for 
wildlife. For more information 
regarding Pheasants Forever 
in the state or to start a local 
chapter, contact Mike Stephen-
son, regional representative 
for Pheasants Forever at (605) 
651-2716 / email.

M e d i a  C o n t a c t  J a r -
ed Wiklund (651) 209-4953 
jwiklund@pheasantsforever.
org

News From The AKC

Governor McCrory 
vetoed HB 405 on Friday, 

May 29.  
The legislature now has the 

option of overriding this veto 
with a 3/5 majority vote in both 
chambers.  The AKC supports 
this measure and urges North 
Carolinians to contact their 
state senator and representative 
today and ask them support a 
veto override. Visit the Legisla-
tive Action Center and type in 
your address to find the name 
and contact information for 
your state legislators.

A bill to protect private 
property rights in North Caro-
lina has been approved by the 
General Assembly, but not 
without a strong fight from 
animal rights groups.

House Bill 405, known as 
the “Property Protection Act”, 
would expand current law 
to hold a person liable for 
damages when they intention-
ally access a non-public area of 
someone else’s premises and 
“engage in an act that exceeds 
the person’s authority to enter 
those areas….”  In other words, 
if someone accesses a private 
area of another person’s prop-
erty without permission, they 
can be held liable for any dam-
ages. 

This would include employ-
ees entering a private area of a 
business for any reason other 
than a true intent of holding 
employment or doing business 
with the employer and doing 
any of the following without 
permission or authorization:

* Capturing or removing 
data, paper, records, or any 
other documents

* Recording images or sound

* Knowingly/intentionally 
placing electronic surveillance 
or a secret camera on the em-
ployer’s premises and using the 
device to record data or images

* Conspiring in “organized 
retail theft” or

* Committing any act that 
substantially interferes with 
property ownership or posses-
sion.

None of these acts may be 
used to “breach the person’s 
duty of loyalty to the employer.”

So what does this mean in 
practical terms?  Although ani-
mal rights activists continue to 
call the measure “ag gag” and 
vehemently oppose it, the bill 
does not single out agricultural 
businesses or dog breeders.  
Instead, it applies to all private 
properties and protects them 
from corporate espionage, theft, 
and other activities that would 
harm legitimate, legal business.  

The bill specifically states that 
this would not apply to legiti-
mate whistle-blowers, who are 
protected when filing a legiti-
mate complaint, threatening to 
testify or provide other infor-
mation in good faith. 

For North Carolina dog 
owners, someone could not 
come to a kennel appearing to 
wish to conduct business or be 
hired as kennel help and then 
access private areas without 
permission, cause damage, 
steal information or records, or 
plant recording devices.  It also 
protects dog owners from those 
who may attempt to steal dogs 
or access areas such as whelp-
ing boxes that are off-limits to 
the public for health and safety 
reasons. 

In short, House Bill 405 
simply prevents persons from 
accessing areas and documents 
that they do not legally have 
access to, and also from plant-
ing surveillance equipment, 
illegally recording activities, 
and conducting other similar 
actions.  This would protect 
businesses from those who may 
wish to then share information 
with competitors or those who 
wish to shut down legitimate, 
legal businesses. 

The bill has been over-
whelmingly approved by the 
North Carolina General Assem-
bly and will be sent to Governor 
McCrory soon.  
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Do you know a 
deserving fancier or 
dog that should be 

honored with an AKC 
Lifetime Achievement 

Award (LAA) or an AKC 
Humane Fund Award 
for Canine Excellence 

(ACE)? 
Both award programs are 

seeking nominations now, so 
please let us know who you 
think deserves to be recognized.

AKC member clubs can 
nominate fanciers for a Life-
time Achievement Award in 
the categories of Conformation, 
Companion Events and Perfor-
mance. This year’s honorees 
will join the 51 LAA winners 
that have made a long-lasting 
impact on our sport, includ-
ing Dr. M. Josephine Deubler, 
Wendell J. Sammet, Walter F. 
Goodman, Edd E. Bivin and 
Patricia Craige Trotter, among 
many others.

If your member club would 
like to suggest a candidate in 
one, two or all three categories, 
please email your club’s name, 
event category and nomina-
tion choices to Neil Singer at 
nxs@akc.org by May 29, 2015. 
(Current AKC Staff are not eli-
gible, nor are past recipients.) 
Nominees should have made 
significant contributions on a 
national level.

After we receive the re-
sponses, we’ll send out a sec-
ond email to Member clubs 
containing the top three names 
in each category for final vot-
ing, with the winners to be 

announced in the fall. We look 
forward to recognizing three 
more commendable individu-
als with Lifetime Achievement 
Awards.

For our deserving dogs, 
we’re once again seeking ACE 
nominations in the categories of 
Uniformed Service K-9, Exem-
plary Companion, Search and 
Rescue, Therapy and Service.

As we all read through the 
touching ACE stories every 
year, we’re struck once again 
by the overwhelming devotion 
our dogs show to us. It truly 
reminds us why we do what 
we do at the American Kennel 
Club. Read through some of the 
past winners’ inspiring stories 
in the “ACE Files,” a column 
that appears in every issue of 
AKC Family Dog magazine.

Visit the AKC Humane 
Fund by July 1st for a nomina-
tion form. We’ll be selecting 
the five canine heroes for 2015 
later this summer and honoring 
them at the AKC/Eukanuba 
National Championship in Or-
lando this December.

Sincerely,

Dennis B. Sprung

President and CEO

Canine Flu Continues To 
Spread, Cases Reported 

In Michigan
A case of the H3N2 canine 

influenza has affected a dog 
in the Macomb County area 
of Michigan according to the 
Michigan Department of Ag-

riculture and Rural Develop-
ment.

More than 1,000 dogs in the 
Midwest have caught the ca-
nine flu virus since it first broke. 
This case in Macomb County 
and two additional cases in 
Grand Rapids are the first cases 
to be reported in Michigan.

An older strain, H3N8, has 
also been affecting dogs in 
the Midwest. Both strains of 
the virus can cause coughing, 
runny nose and fever in dogs. 
According to our partner or-
ganization, the Canine Health 
Foundation, a small percent-
age of dogs will develop more 
severe symptoms. These strains 
do not impact humans but can 
be contagious to cats.

Like viral flu in humans, ca-
nine influenza cannot be cured 
and must be simply allowed 
to run its course. Like most 
viral diseases, any treatment is 
mostly supportive. If you have 
a dog that has been diagnosed 
with the virus you should iso-
late him from other dogs for at 
least 7 to 10 days. This will help 
to prevent or at least minimize 
infection of other dogs.

If your dog has a mild case, 
you can manage him at home 
rather than a vet hospital. This 
will be more comfortable for 
him. Keep your dog in a quiet, 
calm and familiar environment. 
Keep him well-hydrated, with 
lots of access to fresh water, 
and should be fed a nutritious, 
palatable diet.

In more severe cases, it 
might be necessary to hospi-
talize your dog and provide 
intravenous antibiotic and fluid 
support. We would always 
advise seeking help from your 
local vet if you have any ques-
tions or concerns.

One-size-fits-all Dog 
Tethering Bill Could 
Create Problems for 

Field Trials, Cold-loving 
Breeds

While no dog should ever 
be kept in a situation that en-
dangers its health, wellbeing, 
or safety, there are many dog 
breeds that thrive in cold tem-
peratures. 

A bill is advancing in the 
Pennsylvania Senate that would 
amend the state’s cruelty laws 
to create specific, one-size-fits 
all requirements for tethering 
dogs.

Senate Bill 373 proposes 
prohibiting a dog from being 
tethered outside for more than 
30 minutes if the temperature is 
below 32 degrees. This could di-
rectly impact winter dog sports, 
sledding and other winter 
activities as well as field trials.

While no dog should ever 
be kept in a situation that en-
dangers its health, wellbeing, 
or safety, there are many dog 
breeds that thrive in cold tem-
peratures. Breeds like Alas-
kan Malamutes and Siberian 
Huskies are happy to be kept 
outside in cold weather, even 
unattended. Keeping them hu-
manely tethered outside does 
not harm them in any way. In 

fact, humane tethering allows 
some dogs the best opportunity 
for exercise, socialization and 
acclimatization, especially if 
they are working dogs. In ad-
dition, training for American 
Kennel Club field trials, search 
and rescue, and other activi-
ties may also require a dog to 
be temporarily and humanely 
tethered outside in cold tem-
peratures.

The bill also creates some 
specific standards for shelter 
and bedding for dogs kept out-
doors. Dog owners in Pennsyl-
vania should read the entire bill 
and AKC’s legislative alert to 
see if this will impact your out-
door activities with your dogs 
or how you shelter your dogs.

What do you think? Join the 
conversation by following @
AKCLegAlerts on Twitter and 
feel free to comment below.

Getting a new dog or 
puppy soon?

As a responsible potential 
dog owner, seeking out a good 
breeder or reputable rescue, 
finding a vet, and locating a 
training class are just a few 
of the things you’ll need to 
do before adding a new furry 
member to the family.

One of the most fun tasks? 
Picking out the perfect name! 
If you need some inspiration, 
AKC experts are here to help.

The names below are our 
favorite top 150 dog names, 
inspired by the thousands of 
dogs that have participated in 
AKC sports and events over 
the years. We hope one of these 

names helps you get off to the 
perfect start with your new 
pup!

Do you see your dog’s name 
on the list? Share your stories 
with us in the comments below.

The American Kennel 
Club’s Ultimate Dog Name List

 Abby Ace Addie Adele 
Annie Apollo Aspen Bailey  
Beamer Bear Belle Bella  Birdie 
Bling Blue Bogey  Body Boomer 
Bowen Breeze  Brie Brody Buzz 
Callaway  Casey Cash Catcher 
Chaos  Chase Chili CiCi Cody  
Cole Comet Cooper Cruise  
Crush Daisy Dare Dash

 Dawson Dazzle Demi De-
nali  Diva Dixie Echo Eli  Ellie 
Emmy Evie Finn  Flash Frankie 
Frisco Gator  Georgia Ginger 
Grace Haley  Happy Harley 
Hattie Hope  Hunter Indy Jack 
Jamie  Jax Jazz Jenna  Jersey 
Jet  Jinx JoJo  Josie Joy  Juno 
Karma  Kenzi Kiva  Kona Kyra  
Lacie Lark  Laser Latte  Levi 
Lilly  Linx  Logan  Lucy  Luke  
Max  Mia  Mojo  Molly  Mur-
phy  Nike  Nova  Obie  Ollie  
Peach  Penny  Pepper  Piper  
Prada  Ranger  Raven   Reggie  
Remington  Riley  Ripley   Riot   
River  Roxie  Ruby  Rumor  
Salsa  Scarlett  Scout  Shadow  
Shiloh  Skye  Slater  Sophie  
Spark  Spencer  Spirit  Spring  
Star  Storm  Strider  Summer  
Tally  Tango   Tank  Taylor   
Tease  Tessa   Token       Tori  
Tripp  Trooper  Tucker  Tux  
Whip  Wyatt   Zeke   Zip 

Think you have the perfect 
name in mind? Watch this to 
find the perfect dog to fit your 
lifestyle.
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News from the Enemy Camps & the Good Guys

NSSF’s Annual Boy 
Scouts Grant Program 

Kicks Into Gear
As part of an annual pro-

gram that encourages youth 
participation in the shooting 
sports, the National Shooting 
Sports Foundation (NSSF) is 
once again partnering with 
Boy Scouts of America Coun-
cils. This year ’s program 
makes available $100,000 in 
funding, double the amount 
of previous years. Successful 
BSA Council grant applicants 
can receive a portion of those 
grant funds provided by 
NSSF to develop or expand 
their troop activities in target 
shooting and marksmanship. 
Target shooting programs 
rank among Scouting’s most 
popular activities, teach-
ing marksmanship, firearms 
and range safety, teamwork 
building and fundraising 
skills.

“Now in its fifth year, 
NSSF’s BSA Council Grant 
Program has an enormous 
impact in encouraging both 
local council leaders and their 
troop members to further their 
firearms safety education and 
sharpen their marksmanship 
skills,” said Samantha Ped-

der, NSSF Manager, Outreach 
and Diversity. “These grants 
continue the mutually sup-
portive relationship the Boy 
Scouts of America have long 
shared with NSSF and they 
are yet another way NSSF is 
able to further its mission of 
promoting, protecting and 
preserving hunting and the 
shooting sports.”

BSA Councils wishing 
to apply for grants should 
visit the grant guidelines 
and application procedures 
at nssf.org/bsagrant. Coun-
cils awarded funds through 
NSSF’s BSA Grant Program 
must use those grants for 
the purchase of equipment 
and supplies for their shoot-
ing sports activities from 
an NSSF Member Retailer. 
The full list of these retail-
ers is available at nssf.org/
retailers/find. Examples of 
qualifying purchases are 
ammunition, eye and ear 
protection, firearms, targets 
and shooting vests. For more 
information on this special 
program and qualifications, 
contact Samantha Pedder at 
spedder@nssf.org or 203-426-
1320 ext. 286.

NSSF’s Where To Shoot 
App Helps You Locate 

Ranges
More shooting ranges 

exist in your area than you 
probably realize. Search for 
them and find what they 
have to offer with the pop-
ular Where To Shoot app 
developed by the National 
Shooting Sports Foundation.

Available for free in the 
Apple App Store and Google 
Play, Where To Shoot puts 
North America’s most com-
prehensive directory of 
shooting ranges in the palm 
of your hand. It also includes 
video tips for shooters, news 
and firearm safety informa-
tion.

Users can search for rang-
es by location or zip code 
and find specifics about each 
range, including types of 
shooting supported, accessi-
bility, instruction, directions 
and contact information.

The app is modeled after 
NSSF’s popular WhereTo-
Shoot.org  website and is up-
dated frequently with range 
information in every U.S. 
state and Canadian prov-
ince. New tips for hunters 
and shooters are also added 
regularly.

D o w n l o a d  t h e  a p p 
through the links below or by 
simply visiting www.Where-
ToShoot.org on your iOS or 

Android device. iPhone and 
iPad: http://www.whereto-
shoot.org/iOS 

Android: http://www.
wheretoshoot.org/Android 

Firearms Industry 
Economic Impact

Rises 125% since 2008 
The total economic im-

pact of the firearms and 
ammunition industry in the 
United States increased from 
$19.1 billion in 2008 to $42.9 
billion in 2014, a 125 percent 
increase, while the total num-
ber of full-time equivalent 
jobs* rose from approxi-
mately 166,000 to more than 
263,000, a 58 percent increase 
in that period, according to a 
new report released today by 
the National Shooting Sports 
Foundation, the industry’s 
trade association.

“We have seen contin-
ued dramatic growth in the 
firearms and ammunition 
industry that is the direct 
result of consumer demand 
for our products since 2008,” 
said Stephen L. Sanetti, NSSF 
president and chief execu-
tive officer. “In our nation’s 
economic recovery since that 
year, our industry has been 
a standout, increasing our 
direct workforce by 78 per-
cent, adding jobs that pay an 
average of more than $52,000 
in wages and benefits. Wild-
life conservation is the real 

winner here, as we increased 
federal tax payments by 108 
percent, Pittman-Robertson 
excise taxes that support 
wildlife conservation by 145 
percent and state business 
taxes by 106 percent. And 
gratifyingly, throughout this 
period of growth, both crimi-
nal and accidental misuses of 
firearms continued to drop.”

The Firearms and Am-
munition Industry Economic 
Impact Report: 2014 provides 
a state by state breakdown of 
job numbers, wages and out-
put covering direct, supplier 
and induced employment, as 
well as federal excise taxes 
paid. Access the full report 
here 

*These include jobs in 
companies supplying goods 
and services to manufactur-
ers, distributors and retailers, 
as well as those that depend 
on sales to workers in the 
firearms and ammunition 
industry.
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State News

ALASKA
Avian Flu in Lower 48 
Prompts Reminder for 

Alaska Subsistence 
Waterfowl Hunters to 

Clean Up After Handling 
Birds

Alaska’s subsistence waterfowl 
hunting seasons opened on April 
2 and with spring migration un-
der way hunters are reminded to 
practice routine hygiene when 
handling, cleaning and cooking the 
ducks, geese and other migratory 
birds they harvest.

Two strains of highly pathogenic 
avian influenza (HPAI), or “bird 
flu,” were found in wild birds late 
last year in northwestern Wash-
ington and southwestern Oregon. 
Since then, HPAI has been con-
firmed in waterfowl in11 Lower 48 
states, but not Alaska. Wild birds 
arriving from wintering areas will 
likely carry avian influenza to 
Alaska.

Both HPAI and low pathogenic 
avian influenza occur in wild birds. 
HPAI has never been detected in 
Alaska and currently the risks of 
contracting the virus are negli-
gible to Alaska waterfowl hunters. 
Worldwide, no cases of the HPAI 
viruses recently identified in North 
America have ever been transmit-
ted to people. However, the status 
of highly pathogenic HPAI in North 
America is very dynamic.

“These strains are not believed 
to be easily transmitted to humans, 
but that could change as the viruses 
evolve,” said state Migratory Bird 
Coordinator Dan Rosenberg. “Low 
pathogenic avian influenza has 
been detected in Alaska in the past, 
but has not been known to affect 
people.”

The Alaska Departments of Fish 
and Game, Environmental Con-
servation, and the U.S. Geological 
Survey and U.S. Department of 
Agriculture continue to test wild 
birds for avian influenza and the 
geographic distribution and variety 
of bird species infected with these 
strains will likely expand.

Avian flu concerns have prompt-
ed increased surveillance of wild 
birds in Alaska in the past. Between 
2006 and 2010, nearly 57,000 birds 
were tested for H5N1, and none 
tested positive for the virus. While 
no public health concerns have 
been associated with HPAI, these 
cases serve as reminders that wild-
life can carry pathogens of many 
kinds. As always, Alaska hunters 
should practice routine hygiene 
when handling, cleaning and cook-
ing wild game. The Department of 
Fish and Game recommends the 
following: 

* Do not handle or eat obviously 
sick game.

* Wear rubber or disposable latex 
gloves while handling and cleaning 
game.

* Wash hands and thoroughly 
clean knives, equipment and sur-
faces that come into contact with 
game.

* Do not eat, drink or smoke while 
handling animals.

* All game should be thoroughly 
cooked (meat internal temperature 
of 165 °F).

Fish and game agencies in some 
Lower 48 states affected by the 
recent HPAI outbreak are advising 
falconers to avoid hunting avian 
species, particularly waterfowl, 
since raptors used for hunting are 
susceptible to the viruses. Alaska 
falconers should consider taking 
similar precautions.

Dead or sick domestic birds 
should be reported to the DEC at 
(907) 375-8215; for more informa-
tion, contact Dr. Bob Gerlach bob.
gerlach@alaska.gov in Anchorage 
at 375-8214. Dead or sick wild birds 
should be reported to ADF&G 
Wildlife Health and Disease Sur-
veillance Program, phone: (907) 
328-8354, email: dfg.dwc.vet@
alaska.gov; or to the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service Avian Disease Ho-
tline at 1-866-527-3358.

For questions and answers con-
cerning avian flu, including infor-
mation for owners of domestic birds 
and poultry, see the sheet provided 
by the Alaska Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation at http://
dec.alaska.gov/eh/vet/HPAI%20
2015%20Q_A_4_1_15.pdf.

ILLINoIS

Illinois Hunters and 
Anglers Raise $726,000 

through License 
Purchases Voluntary 

Donation of $5 to 
Illinois Conservation 
Foundation Supports 

Youth Programs  
Illinois hunters and anglers have 

raised $726,000 for youth hunting 
and fishing programs since 2006.  
This year’s license renewals pushed 
total donations past the $726,000 
mark, and well on the way to a 
goal of $1 million raised, hopefully 
sometime in 2019. When licenses 
are purchased, individuals are 
asked to make a $5 donation for the 
Illinois Conservation Foundation. 

“Our long-time supporters know 
that the ICF is a not-for-profit or-
ganization dedicated to educating 
youth about the outdoors,” said ICF 
Executive Director Eric Schmidt. 
“We couldn’t do this without the 
support of so many hunters and 
anglers who have a vested interest 

in making sure our children have 
the same outdoor experiences as 
we did growing up.” 

“Hunters and anglers already 
support our conservation efforts 
through their purchases of licenses 
and stamps,” said Illinois Depart-
ment of Natural Resources (IDNR) 
Director Wayne Rosenthal. “I’m not 
surprised that our sportsmen and 
women have stepped up again to 
fund the Foundation’s important 
work to educate the next generation 
of conservationists.” 

As the charitable partner of the 
IDNR, the ICF serves more than 
6,000 children annually at the 
Torstenson Youth Conservation 
Education Center (TYCEC) outside 
of Rockford, where kids are intro-
duced to hunting, camping and na-
ture observation and sustainability 
on site, often for the first times in 
their lives. 

Youth hunting education around 
the state includes mentored expe-
riences with deer, turkey, duck, 
pheasant, dove, goose and squir-
rel hunts. These hunts are often in 
partnership with other organiza-
tions, such as Ducks Unlimited, the 
National Wild Turkey Federation 
and Pheasants Forever. 

This spring, thanks to several 
donors, the ICF will have a brand 
new fishing pond at the TYCEC. 
The IDNR will help to fully stock 
this pond so children who visit the 
property will have a chance to learn 
about and experience catch-and-
release fishing. Education can also 
be taken off the property anywhere 
in the state with the Torstenson 
Education Station, a mobile class-
room equipped with a myriad of 
hunting and fishing gear available 
for children to get hands-on experi-
ence with. 

With a mission of inspiring the 
next generation of conservation 
leaders and outdoor sportsmen and 
women, the ICF uses all funding 
to support programs such as the 
ones above. You can learn more 
about the ICF at www.ilcf.org. Most 

licenses are renewed in April, May 
and June. When you go online or 
to your favorite retailer to renew 
your fishing license, please consider 
making that $5 donation to the ICF. 

For more information on the ICF, 
or to arrange individual or corpo-
rate support for ICF educational 
and other programs, contact the 
Foundation at 217-785-2003 or on-
line at www.ilcf.org. 

INDIANA
Federal “Duck Stamp” to 
increase from $15 to $25
The Federal Migratory Bird Hunt-

ing and Conservation Stamp, or 
“Duck Stamp,” will increase in 
price for the first time in 24 years. 

The cost will go from $15 to $25. 
The increase adjusts for inflation 
over the last 24 years. Several con-
servation organizations, including 
Ducks Unlimited and Delta Water-
fowl, support the increase. 

The 2005 National Duck Hunter 
Survey showed that 65 percent of 
U.S. duck hunters spent more than 
$250 per season. 

“In terms of expenditures by wa-
terfowl hunters, a $10 increase each 
season is not a huge hit for most 
folks,” said Adam Phelps, DNR 
waterfowl biologist. “This increase 
is equivalent to a half-box or less of 
shotgun shells, three to four gallons 
of gas, or one or two duck decoys,” 

But the revenue will be incredibly 
important for ducks and duck hunt-
ing, according to Phelps. 

Ninety-eight cents of every dollar 
spent on Federal Duck Stamps goes 
toward improving and preserving 
habitat, making it one of the most 
efficient funding sources for wild-
life in the world. 

Money is spent on the National 
Wildlife Refuge System, including 
Waterfowl Production Areas in the 
Prairie Pothole Region, through 

land purchases, leases, and conser-
vation easements that protect wet-
lands. Since 1934, funds from the 
sales of Federal Duck Stamps have 
protected more than 6 million acres 
of wetlands in the United States, an 
area roughly the size of Vermont. 

Unfortunately, the price has 
remained unchanged for so long 
that the Duck Stamp’s impact on 
habitat has diminished. According 
to the Federal Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics, in 2015 it would take $25.74 
to have the same buying power as 
$15 in 1991. 

Though it is called the “Duck 
Stamp,” habitat protected by these 
funds is used by hundreds of other 
species, including birds, mammals, 
reptiles, amphibians, fish, inverte-
brates and plants. 

Any waterfowl hunter age 16 
or older must buy a Federal Duck 
Stamp every year. The Duck Stamp 
provides also allows free entry for 
wildlife watchers into any National 
Wildlife Refuge that charges admis-
sion. 

The Duck Stamp is a good invest-
ment not only for waterfowl hunt-
ers and stamp collectors, but also 
for any conservationist, birder or 
wildlife viewer who wants to en-
sure that wetland wildlife continues 
to have a place to live, Phelps said. 

“The Duck Stamp is vital to wet-
land habitats,” said Phelps. “And 
we hope that this increase does not 
cause hardship to hunters and other 
conservationists. The Federal Duck 
Stamp Program has never been 
more important.” 

The 2015 stamp will be released 
July 1, and can be purchased at 
some Indiana license retailers, 
many U.S. Post Offices, toll-free 
at (800) STAMP-24, and online at 
duckstamp.com. 

Contact Information: Adam 
Phelps, Phone: (812) 334-1137, 
Email: aphelps@dnr.IN.gov
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as food. Pheasants can get a meal 
quickly and limit their exposure to 
predators, maximizing their energy 
reserves. If hens have good fat sup-
plies coming out of the winter, they 
are more likely to nest successfully, 
said Bogenschutz. Planning shelter-
belts and food plots for next winter 
should begin this spring and there 
are a few things landowners should 
keep in mind when designing these 
areas. 

  • Corn provides the most reli-
able food source throughout the 
winter as it resists lodging in heavy 
snows. Sorghum or milo provides 
better winter habitat. Pheasants 
prefer to eat corn. Half-corn and 
half-sorghum plots make the best 
of both worlds.

  • Place food plots next to wet-
lands, CRP fields, or multi row 
shrub conifer shelterbelts that pro-
vide good winter habitat and away 
from deciduous trees that provide 
raptors with a place to sit. 

  • The size of the food plot 
depends on where it is placed. If 
it‚ next to good winter cover, the 
smaller the plot can be with two 
acres being the minimum. If winter 
cover is marginal, like a road ditch, 
then the plots must be larger, in the 
5-10 acre range, to provide cover as 
well as food. 

  • Depending on the amount of 
use, some food plots can be left for 
two years. The weedy growth that 
follows in the second year provides 
excellent nesting, brood rearing and 
winter habitat. Food plots that have 
heavy deer use generally need to be 
replanted every year. 

  • Cost share assistance or seed 
for food plot establishment is avail-
able from most county Pheasants 
Forever chapters or local co-ops. 
For information on how to estab-
lish or design shelterbelts or food 
plots that benefit wildlife, contact 
your local wildlife biologist www.
iowadnr.gov/privatelands‚ Land-
owners with existing cropland who 
want to establish pheasant habitat 
(winter cover, food plots, nest-

ing cover) should consider Iowa‚ 
pheasant recovery CRP practice. 
Acres are limited and enrollment 
is first come, first served. More 
information on pheasant recovery 
CRP is available at www.iowadnr.
gov/habitat 

  
Proposed Waterfowl, 

Deer Regulations 
Approved for Public 

Comment
The Natural Resource Commis-

sion of the Iowa Department of 
Natural Resources approved pro-
posed seasons and bag limits for 
waterfowl and resident deer hunt-
ing during its monthly meeting on 
May 14. 

The proposals were developed 
after a statewide public meeting 
over the Iowa Communications 
Network on March 25 where the 
DNR asked participants what went 
well last fall, what didn’t, and 
what changes hunters and trappers 
would like to see for this fall. 

The proposals will be available 
for formal comment from June 10-
30.  Persons who wish to convey 
their comments orally may contact 
the Wildlife Bureau at 515-725-8200 
or visit the fourth floor of the Wal-
lace State Office Building in Des 
Moines during regular business 
hours. 

Any interested person may make 
written suggestions or comments 
on the proposed amendments on 
or before June 30, 2015.  Written 
comments may be directed to the 
Department of Natural Resources, 
Wildlife Bureau Chief, Wallace State 
Office Building, 502 E. 9th Street, 
Des Moines, Iowa 50319-0034; by 
e-mail at wildlife@dnr.iowa.gov.  

The Iowa DNR will host a public 
hearing June 30, 2015, at 2 p.m. in 
the third floor conference rooms of 
the Wallace State Office Building in 
Des Moines.  

At the public hearing, persons 
may present their views either 

IoWA
Lack of Snowfall 

Benefits Pheasants
  Based on the positive comments 

that filled Todd Bogenschutz‚ email 
and voicemail, Iowa pheasant hunt-
ers saw more birds last fall and after 
last winter‚ below normal snowfall 
that good vibe should continue this 
season.

  Bogenschutz, the upland wildlife 
biologist for the Iowa Department 
of Natural Resources, uses winter 
snowfall and spring rain totals 
along with historic trends to predict 
pheasant population swings. 

  For five years in a row, heavy 
winter snow followed by cool wet 
springs sent Iowa pheasant num-
bers into a free fall bottoming out 
in 2011. But after more favorable 
winter/nesting seasons, including 
most recently in back to back years, 
things are looking up for ringnecks. 
We had a good winter and should 
have had good pheasant and quail 
survival. Every region in the state 
was below normal for snowfall, 
except the east central region and 
it was only one-inch above normal 
so we should be poised for an in-
crease in bird numbers as long as 
we have a good nesting season, Bo-
genschutz said. It will be interesting 
to see the August roadside survey 
results. The two year reprieve to 
more normal winter snowfall is 
encouraging and there are steps 
landowners can take to help ensure 
the trend continues plant shelter-
belts and food plots. Virtually all of 
Iowa‚ winter mortality is attributed 
to persistent snows or blizzards 
with the birds dying of exposure, 
to predators or from the weather. 
Well designed shelterbelts provide 
important cover and food plots 
an additional food source to help 
pheasants, quail and other wildlife 
survive periods of prolonged or 
heavy snow. A food plot associated 
with a shelterbelt likely improves 
survival because food plots provide 
additional winter habitat as well 

orally or in writing. Participants 
will be asked to give their names 
and addresses for the record and to 
confine their remarks to the subject 
of the amendments.

Any persons who intend to at-
tend the public hearing and have 
special requirements, such as those 
related to hearing or mobility 
impairments, should contact the 
DNR and request specific accom-
modations.

Proposed Migratory 
Game Bird Seasons

The proposals adjust the season 
dates to comply with what DNR 
anticipates the 2015-2016 federal 
regulations will be based upon 
meetings with the United States 
Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) 
this year at the Mississippi Flyway 
Council. 

The final regulations are not 
published until July, yet the season 
begins in September, so the DNR is 
obligated to begin the rulemaking 
process before the final param-
eters have been set. The proposed 
amendments also ensure the sea-
sons open on weekends. 

Ducks, Mergansers and Coots
North Zone – Oct. 3-18, and Oct. 

24-Dec. 6; 
South Zone – Oct. 3-7, and Oct. 

17- Dec. 10; 
Missouri River Zone – Oct. 3-7, 

and Oct. 24-Dec. 17
Youth Waterfowl Hunting Days
North Zone – Sept. 26-27
South Zone – Oct. 10-11
Missouri River Zone- Oct. 17-18
Canada Geese and Brant
North Zone - Sept. 26 – Jan. 1, 

2016
South Zone – Oct. 3 – Jan. 8, 2016
Missouri River Zone – Oct. 10 – 

Jan. 15, 2016

White-fronted Geese
North Zone – Sept. 26 – Dec. 8
South Zone – Oct. 3 – Dec. 15
Missouri River Zone – Oct. 10 – 

Dec. 22

Light Geese (white and blue 
phase snow geese and Ross’s geese)

North Zone – Sept. 26 – Jan. 10, 
2016

South Zone – Oct. 3 – Jan. 15, 2016
Missouri River Zone – Oct. 10 – 

Jan. 15, 2016

Special Canada Goose Zones 
– designated areas around Des 
Moines, Cedar Rapids/Iowa City 
and Cedar Falls/Waterloo – Sept. 
5-13

Statewide Light Geese Conserva-
tion Order (white and blue phase 
snow geese and Ross’s geese) Jan. 
16 – April 15, 2016

Statewide Special September Teal 
Season – Sept. 5-20

Proposed Changes to 
Migratory Game Bird Pos-
session Limits

The DNR is also proposing to 
raise the possession limit for com-
mon snipe from 16 to 24 birds, 
Virginia rail and sora from 24 to 36 
birds in aggregate of both species, 
for woodcock from 6 to 9 birds, 
and for doves from 30 to 45 birds. 
The daily bag limits would remain 
unchanged.

This increase is based upon what 
the DNR anticipates the 2015-2016 
federal regulations on possession 
limits will be for these species from 
meetings with the USFWS this year 
at the Mississippi Flyway Council. 

  

  MICHIGAN
  
Wildlife habitat grants 

available through 
Michigan DNR

The Michigan Department of Nat-
ural Resources today announced 
that it will accept 2015 Round 2 
Wildlife Habitat Grant Program 
applications June 1 through July 10, 
giving priority to projects featur-
ing habitat enhancement for game 
species.

The Wildlife Habitat Grant Pro-
gram, funded with a portion of the 
revenue from hunting and fishing 
licenses sold each year, began in Oc-
tober 2013.  The DNR administers 
the program through a cooperative 
effort between its Wildlife Division 
and Grants Management Section. 

The main objective of the grant 
program is to enhance and improve 
the quality and quantity of game-
species habitat. Managing habitat 
for sustainable wildlife populations 
in a changing environment is Goal 
2 in the DNR Wildlife Division’s 
strategic plan, The GPS.

“This is an exciting opportunity 
to partner with others in the state 
to increase the habitat available 
for game species in Michigan and 
to enhance the existing habitat for 
the benefit of hunters, trappers and 
wildlife viewers,” said DNR Wild-
life Division Chief Russ Mason. 

Funding is available for local, 
state, federal and tribal govern-
ments, for-profit and nonprofit 
groups, and individuals through 
an open, competitive process. Mini-
mum grant amounts will be set at 
$15,000, with the maximum being 
the amount of funds available for 
that grant cycle. The 2015 Round 
2 overall available grant amount is 
approximately $1 million. 

The application period will be-
gin June 1. Applications must be 
postmarked no later than July 10 
to be considered for funding. Suc-
cessful grant applications will be 


