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in and in fact now own 
also. They imported the 
Sussex pup from the Czech 
Republic last year.

Ellen & I met Randy & 
Peggy at the Land O Lakes 
Kennel Club in January this 
year. Since we had never 
done a Meet The Breeder 
column on a Clumber OR 
a Sussex, they got 
my attention and 
since they lived 
20 minutes away I 
thought we need-
ed to do an article 
on them and in-
form you about 
the breeds.

Randy & Peggy 
Bebeau are more 
of a show family 
with Peggy also 
showing “Ber-
n e r s ”  B e r n e s e 
Mountain Dogs 
along side the 
Clumber’s & Sus-
sex Spaniel. That 
said Randy uses 
his Clumber & 
Sussex Spaniels to hunt 
pheasant in Minnesota & 
South Dakota.

Randy said, “Clumbers 
hunt like a kid walking 
home after school, they 
don’t always take a straight 
path and like to check 

things out.”  Clumbers 
are not flashy, they work 
at a slower pace but they 
can handle: land, water 
and cold, for late season 
pheasant with the best of 
the sporting breeds. They 
are perfectly designed to 
hunting the thick hedge-
rows of England they were 

bred for.
Clumbers are interest-

ing dogs. They are small-
er dogs about 19” at the 
shoulder yet can weigh 75 
lbs, more then some point-
er breeds. With a field coat 
they are easy to clean after 

fieldwork. 
Though not the big stars 

in their tiny breed Randy 
& Peggy are holding their 
own.  Some of their suc-
cesses are: Timber who won 
the 2008 Canadian Kennel 
Club National Specialty 
also the Eukanuba Clum-
ber Breed Award of Merit 

in 2007 and Gulliver 
who was the number 
four Clumber in the 
country in 2013.  And 
they have the sec-
ond Clumber in the 
country to get a Lure 
(Coursing) Award 
on a Clumber, which 
shows a dogs  drive 
and focus. 

If your interested 
in Clumbers and like 
to talk to some great 
people give Randy 
& Peggy Bebeau of 
Anoka, MN a call. Or 
take a look at their 
website at www.tim-
berrr.com you’ll be 
glad you did!

Training

Preventive measures 
are far better than 
surgery.  When i t 

comes to dog training, learned 
behaviors are far more difficult 
to extinguish or degrade than 
teaching new behaviors cor-
rectly from the start. 

Many of the problems that 
I see at our training schools for 
owners and their dogs would 
never have necessitated a fix-it 
program if they had used some 
fundamental canine train-
ing principles and guidelines. 
Owners most often seek help 
for training issues that fall into 
three categories:

• Obedience and control 
training, or the lack of, is a com-
mon handicap to developing 
a dog that handles and finds 
birds with style and exhibits 
proper field manners. A dog 
that does not “whoa” upon 
command, does not respond 
to the “recall” command or 
ranges farther in the field than 
the owner wishes falls into this 
category.    

• Improper introduction can 
lead to problems involving the 
sound of gunfire or the flush of 
a pheasant or quail.  

• Not adequately preparing a 
puppy before advancing to the 

next grade represents a wishing 
and hoping strategy of canine 
training.  

Other problems owners 
encounter involve the bird 
finding abilities of their dogs. 
I  hear people complain: “My 
dog does not seem to be able 
to find birds”; “My dog does 
not point”; and “My dog does 
not appear to be interested in 
birds.” These issues may be due 
to a lack of strong genetics. Not 
all dogs are born equal.

Obedience training for bird 
dogs should start with yard 
training. Generalization is the 
process of teaching a dog that 
he or she must respond to a 
command in a number of dif-
ferent areas, not just where the 
command was first learned. 
The benchmark for beginning 
the process of generalization is 
when a dog responds with ex-
cellence to a command in yard 
training. It is then time to intro-
duce the command in the field.  

A basic rule of dog training 
is that a dog should never be 
corrected if he does not per-
ceive why the correction was 
given and if the dog does not 
fully understand the solution 
of preventing the correction in 
the future. Additionally, dogs 

have a strong propensity to 
associate positive or negative 
consequences with the place the 
correction or reward occurred. 
By using the benchmark of 
complying with excellence in 
yard training, the trainer en-
sures that the dog has a solution 
of avoiding a correction and 
will not associate the bird field 
as a bad place. 

Unquestionably, the gen-
eralization of the commands 
“here” or “come” will help 
prevent many owners from 
becoming prematurely gray. 
It is no fun to go to the field 
with a dog if you are constantly 
afraid you will lose him or that 
he might be hurt. The solution 
is not to take a dog to the field 
and give the “here” command 
repeatedly while watching the 
dog disappear over the horizon. 
It is better to teach the dog the 
command in yard training and 
be in position to correct the dog 
for noncompliance if he does 
not respond the first time the 
command is given in the field. 

In addition to teaching a 
dog to respond reliably to the 
“recall” command, the point-
ing breeds should be taught to 
“whoa,” and the retriever and 
flushing breeds should learn to 
“sit.” Versatile dogs that will 
serve duty in the duck blind 
or dove field as well as point 
upland birds should be taught 
both “sit” and “whoa.”

I view the teaching of obedi-
ence as a cause and effect pair-
ing. The rule I use for rewarding 
and correcting is as follows: I 
reward the dog for giving an 

A Preventive Edge on Training 
By George Hickox

http://www.timberrr.com
http://www.timberrr.com
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effort to respond in a timely 
manner to a learned command/
cue the first time the command/
cue is given. I correct the dog 
for a lack of effort to respond 
in a timely manner to a learned 
command/cue the first time the 
command/cue is given.  

The optimum word is 
“learned.” If the dog has not 
learned the command, a cor-
rection should not be admin-
istered. I teach the desired 
behavior by identifying the 
behavior – I use clicker training 
and positive reinforcement to 
develop the desired behavior 
of responding to a command/
cue.-- and rewarding before 
implementing avoidance train-
ing and corrections.  

It is important to under-
stand that corrections should 
be used to teach excellent re-
sponse to a known command/
cue. A dog should not be cor-
rected for making a mistake. 
Mistakes are mistakes. On the 
other hand, a lack of effort to 
respond in a timely manner to a 
learned command/cue should 
be corrected if the dog is to 
learn that there is no option 
that is acceptable other than 
trying. Once a dog learns to 
avoid corrections by giving an 
effort, he has become a finished, 
polished performer. Proper ge-
netics and training that meshes 
obedience training are part of 
the formula.   

I am often asked when a 
trainer can stop rewarding the 
dog. The question should be 
when corrections can cease. 
Once corrections are no longer 

needed, the dog is trained. 
However, rewards should al-
ways be part of any successful 
training program.

Gun shyness and appre-
hensions around birds are 
environmentally induced. A 
bold, confident youngster is 
much less likely to develop a 
problem with either the sound 
of a gun or the flush of a bird. 
I begin with pen-raised quail 
and pigeons before bringing the 

pup to the field and exposing 
him to wild birds. A thundering 
pheasant or grouse taking flight 
can scare any pup.  

When introducing a canine 
pupil to the gun or birds, I 
want to control the situation 
and guarantee the outcome. 
The same goes for introducing 
a dog to the check cord. I want 
the dog to be totally comfort-

able running with a check cord 
and feeling me on the other 
end of the cord before teaching 
“heel” or the “recall” command 
with a leash or check cord. It 
is a handicap to try to teach a 
dog bird manners if he is ap-
prehensive when attached to a 
check cord. 

It all starts with genetics. It 
is much easier to be a good dog 
trainer when working with ge-
netically talented dogs. Strong 

genetics are exhibited early. 
Developing a young pup 
that has all the ingredients 
is fun and rewarding. The 
trainer’s job is to maximize 
the genetics of the canine 
hopeful. If the dog associates 
pressure with birds or does 
not have solutions to solve 
and prevent problems, the 
dog may be apprehensive 
in the bird field. This is a 
trainer problem, not a ge-
netic problem. A dog boast-
ing a blue ribbon heritage, 
developed with a realistic 
and sound training program 
and fed top-tier nutrition 
will develop into a dog that 
makes the owner proud. 

A professional trainer 
and handler of pointing 
and flushing dogs, George 

Hickox conducts four-day 
and one-day training schools 
for owners and their dogs. 
For more information on the 
George Hickox School of Dog 
Training or Hickox’s two train-
ing DVDs, “Training Pointing 
Dogs” and “Training the Up-
land Retriever,” please visit 
www.georgehickox.com.

9 tips for training hunt-
ing dogs | Iowa DNRIf 
you’ve brought home a 

new puppy this year or want to 
teach some new skills to your 
hunting companion, check out 
these tips on training dogs for 
hunting.

While there will always be 
variables based on the breed of 
dog, type of hunting and per-
sonal preference, these basics 
should help you prepare for a 
fun hunting season with your 
canine partner.

Also be sure to brush up 
on dog restrictions, found on 
page 35 of the Iowa Hunting 
Regulations, which includes 
information on vaccinations, 
restricted training areas from 
March 15 to July 15, required 
licenses and more.

Puppies
Start with the basics.
Once your puppy is accli-

mated to its new home, start 
training by keeping it simple 
before moving on to more ad-
vanced hunting training – think 

sit, come, stay, heel. Don’t over-
do it – at first, keep training ses-
sions under 10 minutes and just 
a few times a day. Be consistent, 
use repetition, and give lots of 
praise to keep training fun and 
interesting for the puppy.

Be social.
Spend lots of time with your 

puppy, and be sure to introduce 
your pup to other people and 
dogs. Socializing your puppy 
is especially important if you 
plan to hunt with other people 
and dogs.

Think about timing.
Consider what seasons 

you’ll want to hunt with your 
dog and what age you’d like 
the dog to be at its first hunt. 
For example, puppies born in 
the spring are about six to eight 
months old when pheasant sea-
son opens. It also gives plenty 
of time for basic training before 
the season starts.

Dogs and puppies new 
to hunting

Do your homework.
Have a training plan and 

outline the goals you’d like to 
reach with your dog, so you can 
research the best ways to get 
there. By the time the season 
opens, your dog should know 
all the basic commands – like 
sit, stay, come, heel, etc. – and 
have had some work with 
retrieving and have been ex-
posed to the sound of gunfire. 
Introduce the dog to decoys 
and calls long before the sea-
son starts. You may also want 
to have the dog work with live 
pen birds (see page 35 of the 
Iowa Hunting Regulations for 
more information).

Go solo.
Try not to take a dog new to 

hunting out with other hunters 
and dogs at first – let the at-
tention be on your dog so that 
you can give him or her lots of 
praise and time to work out the 
kinks.

Get in the field – a lot.
The best learning for a hunt-

ing dog is by doing. Get your 
new dog on as many birds as 
possible their first season. Ex-
pose new dogs – in a comfort-
able setting – to as many sights, 
sounds, and smells as possible 
for the first few months, so they 
won’t be scared of those situa-
tions in the future.

Be consistent but not 
harsh.

When you give your dog 
a command, give praise when 

Puppy Training

9 Tips for Training 
Hunting Dogs



15
Magazine and web pages ads starting from $120/Yr

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-916914
We are the largest read hunting/dog magazine

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169

June/July 2015                                                             Now in our Twenty Fourth year                                                     www.Bdarn.com June/July  2015                                   We average over a half-million hits a month on the net.                                    www.Bdarn.com 

Stan Bental
Master Sculptor Of The Hunting Dog

www.StanBentall.com 505-986-8623 Studio, 505-670-6796 Cell

they follow through. If not, 
make them follow the com-
mand – too much leeway will 
only make training harder – but 
don’t be too harsh. Be patient 
but persistent.

Keep it real (and 
interesting).

Make training scenarios as 
close to hunting in the field as 
you can. Don’t wait for open-
ing day to take your pup on 
the duck boat for the first time, 
for example. But make sure it’s 
not just the same thing every 
time. Keep your dog guessing 
with different types of hunting 
training sessions so they don’t 
get bored.

Know your dog.
Be sure to keep things fun, 

as dogs can easily key in on 
your emotions. If you’re tired, 
frustrated and had a rough day, 
it’s not a good time to train your 
dog. Be ready to be patient and 
enthusiastic for an effective 
training session. Just as your 
dog can read your emotions, 
be able to know how your pup 
is feeling. If you see signs that 
your dog is scared, frustrated 
or bored, it’s time to wrap up 
training and try again another 
time.

Be sure to brush up on regu-
lations for hunting with dogs in 
Iowa, and check out our Iowa 
Hunting board on Pinterest.

Agression

Each and every pup-
py is born with its 
own unique per-

sonality, just like humans. 
Some are outgoing, some 
are shy, some will love you 
unconditionally, and some 
are angry and aggressive. 
Canine aggression does not 
necessarily come from an 
abusive past, but is usually a 
part of the animal’s person-
ality. Animal aggression is 
a big issue for families who 
have small children in the 
home, because an aggressive 
pet can be especially danger-
ous to children. There are 
several different types of ag-
gression of which pet owners 
should be aware.

Dog aggression in the 
United States is hard to de-
termine because a majority of 
the incidents go unreported. 
It has been estimated that 
numerous dog bites occur 
monthly. Aggression is the 
most frequent reason that 
dogs are relinquished to 
shelters and that owners seek 
advice from veterinarians

“Canine aggression can 
be catalogued in different 
forms,” said Dr. M.A. Crist, 

clinical assistant professor 
at the Texas A&M College of 
Veterinary Medicine & Bio-
medical Sciences. “Aggres-
sion might be fear related, 
and focused at a group of 
unfamiliar people including 
dogs, children, veterinarians, 
or certain events. Conflict ag-
gression is used to describe 
conflict that a dog experi-
ences that will result in ag-
gression. For example, if a 
dog is lying on a sofa and the 
owner tries to get the dog off 
the sofa, a conflict may arise. 
The comfortable spot is a re-
source the dog is protecting 
and responding to the own-
er’s demand is the conflict. 
The owner becomes more 
confrontational and the dog 
may become more threat-
ened and resort to aggression 
to resolve the conflict. Ter-
ritorial aggression can elicit 
aggressive behavior, this may 
be seen where the dog has 
territorial boundaries such as 
fences, doors, cars and yards. 
Pain related aggression can 
be shown with the antici-
pation of pain or a painful 
insult. This can be an act of 
guarding a painful limb or 
self preservation and can be 

secondary to anxiety. Mater-
nal aggression is protecting 
offspring against threatening 
incidents. Predatory aggres-
sion is associated with the act 
of chasing, capturing, killing 
and sometimes consuming 
the kill.”

Some signs of fear related 
aggression can include cer-
tain postures such as ears 
pulled back, tucked tail, ac-
tive retreat, and raised hair 
on the back of neck or dor-
sum. These may occur before, 
during or after the event that 
triggers the aggression. A 
predatory aggression chase 
is targeted toward squirrels, 
cats and fast moving objects 
like bicycles, joggers and 
sometimes cars. Status re-
lated aggression may result 
in aggression over resources.

Pet owners should not 
breed dogs with heritable 
tendencies of aggression. 
Canine aggression must be 
managed properly to help 
prevent further aggressive 
tendencies.  The veterinar-
ian’s role should include in-
tervention advice and to help 
establish a diagnosis if the 
aggression is either abnormal 
behavior, or normal behavior 
that is unacceptable.

“Some of the types of 
aggressions discussed may 
respond to management 
and behavioral modifica-
tion” said Crist. “Some may 

Canine Aggression
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require additional thera-
pies such as pheromones or 
drug therapy prescribed by 
a board certified veterinary 
animal behaviorist. Aggres-
sion can be inherited, but 
many aggressive responses 
are fear based and continu-
ous socialization might be 
preventive against the de-
velopment of aggressive 
behavior. Medical problems 
and chronic diseases can con-
tribute to pain and aggres-
sive responses. These medi-
cal issues may be controlled, 
but the aggression may still 
remain due to learning, fear 
or anxiety. Some studies have 
shown low serotonin levels 
are correlated with increased 
aggressive behavior.”

The first step in training 
is to provide safety from the 
aggressive pet by separating 
it from the individuals. The 
correct uses of leashes and 
head collars, under the direc-
tion of a boarded veterinary 
animal behaviorist, are used 
to create a safer situation. Try 
to keep the pet away from its 
aggression triggers, or block 
visual access of them.

“Behavioral modifica-
tion is not a simple obedi-
ence task,” said Crist. “It 
is attempting to change an 
unwanted behavior with 
calm verbal commands. The 
idea is to change the pet-
owner relationship to have 
a command-response rela-

tionship. The dog is to earn 
all things by performing a 
command to gain access to 
food, play, attention, and 
any other activities. Owners 
should never reach for an 
aggressively aroused pet, but 
should leave the room until 
the dog returns to normal 
non-aggressive state. These 
techniques take time and 
lots of commitment. Sero-
tonin drug therapy or syn-
thetic dog appeasing phero-
mones may be prescribed by 
a boarded veterinary animal 
behaviorist to help treat un-
derlying anxiety and fear 
components.”

ABOUT PET TALK…

Pet Talk is a service of the 
College of Veterinary Medi-
cine & Biomedical Sciences, 
Texas A&M University. Sto-
ries can be viewed on the 
Web at www.cvm.tamu.edu/
news.

With the fall season 
in sight, many of 
us will venture 

to the great outdoors and go 
camping. All kinds of fascinat-
ing creatures can be found in 
the great outdoors, but when 
your puppy is roaming around, 
beware the skunks! Puppies 
especially can become curious 
when they come across these 
foreign creatures, but skunks 
are startled easily and have no 
mercy. The skunk odor, which 
is actually a poison, can some-
times take years to remove from 
a dog’s fur.

Skunks have an incredible 
talent for spraying with accu-
racy. They also have the ability 
to spray multiple times in a row, 
reaching up to ten feet away. 
The spray that a skunk emits is 
a type of oil, accompanied by 
a horrific odor that will seep 
deeply into a dog’s fur. Thank-
fully, there are multiple options 
for getting rid of the odor.

Most people believe that 
tomato juice is the best remedy 
for getting rid of a skunk’s odor, 
but this is in fact, false. Tomato 
juice is not very effective on 
animals and will sometimes 
stain a light-haired animal’s fur. 
Tomato juice is also very acidic 

and is thought to be harmful 
to cats, but it is not known for 
certain just how harmful. Bet-
ter options include hydrogen 
peroxide, lemon juice, dish-
washer detergent, or a variety 
of commercial products that are 
available at local pet stores or 
from your veterinarian. While 
commercial products are more 
costly than home remedies, 
they are often more successful 
at removing the odor on the 
first try.

Dr. Alice Blue-McLendon, 
a veterinarian at the College of 
Veterinary Medicine & Biomed-
ical Sciences at Texas A&M Uni-
versity cautions pet owners to 
always wash their pet outside if 
it has been sprayed by a skunk. 
She also warned pet owners to 
be sure pets do not get loose on 
the way to the bath tub, because 
the odor-causing oil will stick to 
anything it touches.

There are no toxins in skunk 
spray, so it will not harm your 
pet. However, it could become 
uncomfortable for them.

“If your pet was sprayed in 
the face, make sure to clean it 
properly,” said Dr. Blue-McLen-
don. “ Wash the eyes out with 
a saline solution and clean out 

the nostrils with a damp paper 
towel or cotton balls.”

The smelly skunk spray 
should not be the only concern 
to pet owners. Skunks carry 
rabies without showing signs 
of the symptoms. One bite from 
a skunk and your pet could 
become infected with the ra-
bies disease; his life in danger. 
If there is a chance your pet 
has been bitten by a skunk, Dr. 
Blue-McLendon stressed that 
you should take your pet to 
see a veterinarian immediately, 
if there is even a chance it has 
been bitten by a skunk.

Skunks like to hide in dark 
places, so it is a good idea to 
train your pet not to go under 
houses or decks, and always 
have them updated on their 
rabies vaccinations.

“If you own fruit bearing 
plants, remove the fallen fruit 
quickly to reduce food sources 
that may keep skunks coming 
back to your property” said 
Blue-McLendon.

“There is no way to train 
your pet to stay away from 
skunks,” noted Blue-McLen-
don.  Most pets will keep their 
distance after being sprayed 
once, but some pets never learn 
their lesson, and continue to 
be sprayed by the paranoid 
skunks.

ABOUT PET TALK…

Pet Talk is a service of the 
College of Veterinary Medicine 
& Biomedical Sciences, Texas 
A&M University. Stories can be 
viewed on the Web at http://
tamunews.tamu.edu.

Beware the Skunks! – Keep 
your Pet Safe and Odor-Free 

in the Great Outdoors

Skunks!
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Sun Burn

Summer time gener-
ally means vacations, 
water, and a lot of fun 

in the sun. However, the same 
concerns that affect people can 
also cause problems for pets.

As the weather warms up, 
many people take to bathing 
their pets outside. It seems 
like a good idea, as pets may 
dry faster and cause less water 
mess. However, according to 
Dr. Alison Diesel, lecturer in 
small animal dermatology, at 
the Texas A&M College of Vet-
erinary Medicine and Biomedi-
cal Sciences, it is important to 
remember that water coming 
initially out of the hose may be 
very hot.

“One of the problems we 
see related to hot weather is 
thermal burns from hoses that 
have been sitting outside in 
the sun all day,” says Diesel. 
“Make sure to let the water run 
through the hose for several 
minutes before bathing your 
dog. If it is too hot on your own 
hand, it will be too hot for the 
dog’s skin.”

It is well known that staying 
out in the sun too long without 
any type of protection can cause 
sunburns in people. The same 
is true of animals, especially 

those that are lightly pigmented 
or have thinner coats. White 
animals, animals that like to 
spend time sunbathing, and 
even certain parts on every ani-
mal, such as the nose (especially 
pink noses), ears, or abdomen, 
are especially prone to becom-
ing sunburned.

“In order to prevent their 
animals from becoming sun-
burned, one of the things that 
people can do is to apply sun-
screen on lightly pigmented 
or thinly furred areas before 
the animal goes outside or 
lays in a sunbeam to bathe,” 
states Diesel. “As with people, 
the sunscreen will need to be 
applied once every couple of 
hours. Sunscreens that have 
high SPFs (50+) and that are 
safe for infants are safe for a 
dog or a cat.”

“Another thing an owner 
can do,” notes Diesel, “is pre-
vent sunbathing during the 
peak times of the day, or when 
the sun is at its strongest. This 
is typically from the early after-
noon until evening. Cats that 
sit in windowsills particularly 
need to be monitored.”

As with people, one of the 
main concerns with animals 
becoming sunburned, besides 

the initial burn itself, is the pos-
sibility of cancer developing 
from the sun exposure. If you 
notice a change in the appear-
ance of your pet’s skin, includ-
ing increased redness, raised 
skin legions, bumps or wounds, 
your pet needs to be evaluated 
by its veterinarian.

“Actinic keratosis, a condi-
tion that causes raised, red, 
flat-topped areas of skin that 
may have a dry appearance, is 
associated with increased sun 
exposure and may progress into 
cancer in the future if not ad-
dressed,” warns Diesel. “As the 
thinly furred parts of animals 
are the highest risk areas for 
becoming sunburned, these are 
the areas where this condition 
is often noted.”

An additional problem ex-
acerbated by sun exposure is 
discoid lupus, an immune-
mediated skin disease of the 
nose. Some dog breeds that are 
particularly affected by this are 
Huskies, Malamutes, and other 
northern breeds and shepherds.

Explains Diesel, “The nor-
mally dark colored nose loses 
its pigment and turns pink. It 
can also become crusted and 
ulcerate; this may be noted as 
bleeding by the owners. The 
decreased pigment puts the 
nose more at risk for sunburn. 
It is important that dogs diag-
nosed with this condition have 
infant-safe sunscreen applied 
several times daily to avoid 
intensifying the disease.”

While lighter-pigmented 
animals are more prone to de-
veloping burns, darker colored 
animals are not without their 
own concerns.

“According to studies in 
cattle that observed the effects 
of hide color and the risk of heat 
stress, darker pigmented ani-
mals were more at risk for heat 
stress since their coat did not 
reflect as much light as lighter 
colored animals,” explains Dr. 
Diesel. “This does not usually 
cause skin problems; however, 
darker animals are more at risk 
for developing the side effects 
of heat stress, which include 
over-heating and heat stroke. 
These are emergency situations 
that require immediate evalua-
tion by a veterinarian.”

In spite of the many risks 
the rising temperatures bring 
with them, it is possible for you 
and your pets to enjoy the sum-
mer out of doors, provided the 
proper precautions are taken. 
Train yourself to reapply your 
pet’s sunscreen each time you 
reapply yours, and make sure 
your outdoor pets have ac-
cess to fresh water and shady 
places to find some respite 
from the sun’s rays. Check the 
temperature of the water before 
bathing your pet out of doors. 
And remember to enjoy your 
vacations with your best friend!
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