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Meet The Breeder

One of the ques-
tions I regularly 
get from novices 

is: what breed of sporting 
dog they should get? I 
usually ask them about 
five questions and I can 
point them to one of the 
major breeds.

Well Randy & Peggy 
Bebeau of Anoka, MN 
just north of the Twin 
cities did that on ste-
roids. Randy is a big 
guy. He likes to hunt, 
but doesn’t walk real 
fast. Randy wanted a 
dog that would work 
at the same speed he 
walked. To me I would 
have suggested a Wire-
haired Pointing Griffon, 
not a Clumber Spaniel. 
The reason is simple; 
you can’t FIND a Clum-
ber around. Well that 
didn’t stop Randy & 
Peggy, they thought the 
dogs looked great and 

wanted one, so their quest 
started. And it wasn’t easy. 

There are only about 20 
active Clumber Breeders 
in the U.S. and many don’t 

do field work. And with 
small litters of 4-6 pups 
and some breeders taking 
years off having litters, it 
can take YEARS to get a 
$2500-$3500 pup. Randy & 
Peggy got their first Clum-
ber from Mitch Rollins of 
Chequamegon Clumber 
Spaniels, St Croix County, 
WI one of the gods of the 
breed.

The Clumber was almost 
unknown as a breed until 
1996 when the Clumber 

won Westmin-
ster. Over night 
the Clumber was 
the dog everyone 
wanted. 

The Clumber 
is an OLD Es-
tablished breed. 
How old? When 
the AKC was es-
tablished in 1884. 
They started with 
10 breeds, most 
taken from THE 
Kennel Club es-
tablished in Eng-
land 1873. In-
cluded in the first 
ten AKC breeds 
was the Clumber 
and Sussex span-
iel the OTHER 
Spaniel  breed 
Randy & Peggy 
were interested 

Choosing a Clumber was 
no Blunder
By Dennis Guldan


