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world, we can still create and find 
habitat that supports sage grouse,” 
Jewell said during her speech.

The East Walker project is just one 
in a long list of successful projects 
being developed and implemented 
in a partnership with other state 
and federal agencies in the ongoing 
effort to improve or expand habitat 
for the bi state sage grouse. Another 
such project is the Sweetwater Flat 
Pinyon and Juniper Reduction Proj-
ect that took place on the north end 
of Sweetwater Flat in Lyon County. 
NDOW worked with the USFS and 
provided funding for the project that 
removed pinyon trees from around 
crucial sage-grouse lek locations and 
nesting habitat. Also, working close-
ly with USFS in the China Camp 
area near Aurora, NDOW provided 
funding to remove pinyon and juni-
per trees within historic sagebrush 
dominated habitats. NDOW has also 
been involved with several projects 
in the Pine Nut Mountains includ-
ing fire rehabilitation and habitat 
enhancement projects.

“The list goes on,” said Shawn 
Espinosa, upland game biologist 
for NDOW and one of the center 
figures in the fight to save the sage 
grouse. “It’s a testament to what 
people can accomplish when they 
are all working towards the same 
goal. We would not be where we 
are today without all of the coop-
eration and help from our partners 
like US Fish and Wildlife, Bureau 
of Land Management, Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service, Local 
Area Working Group, Sagebrush 
Ecosystem Technical Team and the 
Hawthorne Army Depot.”

While Espinosa was pleased with 
the decision not to list the sage 
grouse, he is also quick to point out 
the fight is far from over. “It is im-
portant for everyone to understand 
this decision can be revisited at any 
time. Challenges will arise and it’s 
up to us to continue to implement 
conservation actions and projects 
that demonstrate a positive effect 
on the Bi-State sage grouse popula-
tion.”

NORTH DAKOTA
Sage Grouse Counts 

Remain Low
  Results from North Dakota‚ 

spring sage grouse survey indicate 
the number of strutting males ob-
served remains well below manage-
ment objectives. Therefore, the sage 
grouse hunting season will remain 
closed in 2015.

  Aaron Robinson, North Dakota 
Game and Fish Department upland 
game bird biologist, said biologists 
counted a record low 30 males on 
six active strutting grounds. Last 
year, 31 males were counted on the 
same leks in the southwest.

  Sage grouse are a long-lived spe-
cies with low reproductive output, 
which makes population recovery 
slow. Currently, Robinson said, 
natural reproduction cannot keep 
up with natural mortality, and 
the densities of active leks may be 
limiting hens from finding males 
to breed.

  It might be that our last chance 
to increase the genetic diversity of 
our population is if another state 
is willing to provide some birds 
for a translocation, but the success 
of such a project is not guaranteed 
either, Robinson said.

  However, Robinson said the 
potential for a successful nest-
ing season is good this year due 
to abundant residual grass cover 
brought about by last summer‚ 
rainfall. The outlook for a favorable 
hatch this year looks optimistic for 
the limited number of birds we 
have in the state, he added.

  Sage grouse management in 
North Dakota follows a specific 
plan developed by a diverse group 
of participants. With the threats 
facing the species and the decline 
in population, Game and Fish De-
partment biologists do not foresee 
a hunting season in the near future.

  Sage grouse are North Dakota‚ 
largest native upland game bird. 

They are found in extreme south-
western North Dakota, primarily in 
Bowman and Slope counties.

Waterfowl Deaths Caused by 
Avian Cholera

  More than 600 waterfowl car-
casses discovered at Nelson Lake 
in Oliver County in March are a 
result of avian cholera, a bacteria 
that is readily spread in areas where 
waterfowl congregate in large 
numbers.

  Dr. Dan Grove, wildlife veteri-
narian for the North Dakota Game 
and Fish Department, said the ini-
tial inspection on March 10 revealed 
the presence of primarily mallards 
and Canada geese, already in vary-
ing states of decay. Based on carcass 
decomposition, it looked like the 
onset was likely weeks earlier, 
Grove said.

  Whole carcasses were shipped 
March 11 to the National Wildlife 
Health Center in Madison, WI, for 
necropsy and disease testing. The 
lake was surveyed a second and 
third time on March 11-12, when 
carcasses were again collected and 
shipped.

  Birds were tested for multiple 
diseases, including avian influenza, 
which came back negative‚ Grove 
said. Typically we do not see die-
offs in wild birds from AC. 

  A midwinter survey in early 
January had indicated 23,000 mal-
lards and 30,675 geese on Nelson 
Lake, which serves as the outflow 
for the Minnkota Power Plant and 
has open water year-around.

  Dead birds on the lake have been 
reported at some degree over the 
last several years, Grove said, with 
several local anglers indicating it is 
a frequent occurrence.

  This is one of two areas in the 
state with open water in winter, so 
waterfowl will congregate in this 
area, Grove added. Whenever large 
numbers are in a confined area, 
the chances of a disease outbreak 
increase. 

  Grove encourages anyone seeing 


