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zens to use, enjoy and learn about 
these resources. Most Missourians 
are within a 30-minute drive of an 
MDC conservation area.

“Missourians care about conser-
vation and use conservation areas 
for many different reasons,” said 
MDC Director Bob Ziehmer. “These 
areas help people discover nature 
through various activities, and 
help make Missouri a great place 
to hunt, fish, and enjoy other out-
door activities. We want to know 
how conservation areas are impor-
tant to Missourians. Encouraging 
public comments on Conservation 
Area Management Plans is part of 
MDC’s ongoing efforts of working 
for and with Missourians to sustain 
healthy forests, fish and wildlife.”

Conservation Area Management 
Plans focus on natural resource 
management and public use on 
conservation areas. The plans do 
not address regulations on hunting, 
fishing and other area uses, which 
are set by the Conservation Com-
mission and enforced under the 
Wildlife Code of Missouri. MDC 
will consider all ideas received and 
will work to balance the issues and 
interests identified with the respon-
sibility of managing areas for the 
present and future benefits to forest, 
fish, wildlife, and people.

Decisions on which ideas to incor-
porate into area plans and on how 
to best incorporate them will be 
based on the property’s purpose, its 
physical and biological conditions 
and capabilities, the best roles of 
the property in its local, regional 
and state-wide context, and on the 
professional expertise of MDC staff.

NEBRASKA

Survey Suggests Good 
Recovery for Many 

Wildlife Species
All wildlife species surveyed 

during the 2015 April Rural Mail 
Carrier Survey appeared to have a 
good overwinter survival heading 
into breeding season. Those species 
also appeared to have rebounded 
from the severe winter of 2009-2010 
and the drought of 2012-2013.

Species surveyed were pheasant, 
bobwhite, prairie grouse, wild tur-
key, cottontail and jackrabbit.

Barring adverse weather condi-
tions during the nesting and brood-
rearing seasons and suitable habitat 
availability, populations appear 
poised for a good production year.

Compared with April 2014, the 
relative abundance of all species 
reported in the survey was higher 
in 2015. Increases in regional and 
statewide numbers for pheasants 
were significantly higher in all re-
gions except the Northeast, where 
the numbers were comparable to 
April 2014. Bobwhites were sig-
nificantly higher in the Southeast 
and West Platte regions, as well 
as statewide, but comparable to 
April 2014 in all other bobwhite 
zones. Cottontails were signifi-
cantly higher statewide and in the 
Central, Sandhills, Southeast, and 
Southwest regions, but compa-
rable to April 2014 elsewhere. Wild 
turkey, although higher, were not 
significantly higher than in April 
2014, regionally or statewide.

The survey was conducted April 
6-9 by 442 rural carriers, who made 
observations of species while trav-
eling 193,688 miles of rural roads in 
88 of Nebraska’s 93 counties.

The survey was conducted before 
the recent heavy rain, unseasonable 
snow and cool temperatures across 
much of the state. It is possible some 
of the breeding population was lost 

to these events, but it is likely that 
the nesting season for most game 
birds was not impacted. The next 
scheduled survey is in July.

NEVADA
New Project Planned 
to Help Bi-State Sage 

Grouse
In a continuing effort to help 

increase the population of Bi-State 
sage grouse, the Nevada Depart-
ment of Wildlife (NDOW) is part-
nering with the U.S. Forest Service 
to address major threats to the 
population within an area located in 
Lyon and Mineral Counties.

The East Walker Landscape Habi-
tat Improvement Project is part of 
the Bi-State Action Plan, a strategy to 
provide for the long-term conserva-
tion of the Bi-State sage-grouse and 
its habitat. The project, in part, calls 
for the removal of pinon and juniper 
trees in a 20,400-acre area located 
approximately 15 miles north of 
Bridgeport, California. NDOW has 
committed to contributing $330,000 
for projects such as this in the next 
year alone.

“This is certainly not the first 
project of its kind to help conserve 
and improve habitat for the Bi-State 
sage grouse and it won’t be the last,” 
said Mark Freese, Habitat Biologist 
for NDOW. “But this project is fairly 
significant in its scope relative to 
prior projects.”

Projects like this and others helped 
convince the U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Service (USFS) that the Bi-State sage 
grouse is not in need of extended 
protections under the Endangered 
Species Act. Secretary of the Interior 
Sally Jewell made this announce-
ment on April 21 at the NDOW 
Headquarters in Reno.

“What this has shown is that 
despite the stresses we feel on the 
landscape here, particularly around 
drought and wildfire and other 
stresses that impact this part of the 


