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announced by Oct. 1. The detailed 
program handbook and application 
are available at www.michigan.
gov/dnr-grants. 

The Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources is committed 
to the conservation, protection, 
management, use and enjoyment 
of the state’s natural and cultural 
resources for current and future 
generations. For more information, 
go to www.michigan.gov/dnr.

  

  MISSOURI
MDC welcomes public 

input on Four Rivers area 
plan 

The Missouri Department of Con-
servation (MDC) wants to know 
your suggestions for the August 
A. Busch, Jr. Memorial Wetlands at 
Four Rivers Conservation Area in 
Vernon and Bates counties. MDC 
is in the multi-year process of 
updating management plans for 

almost 1,000 conservation areas 
throughout the state and invites 
public comments.

MDC is inviting public comment 
at the Four Rivers Conservation 
Area to aid staff in developing a 
10-year management plan for the 
area. Interested persons or groups 
are invited to bring their ideas to an 
open house 6 to 8 p.m. on Tuesday, 
June 9, at the Four Rivers office, 
4347 W. 1625 Road, Rich Hill, Mo. 
MDC welcomes input on the plan 
from recreational users, neighbor-
ing landowners, conservation 
groups, elected officials and gov-
ernment agencies.

The public is welcome to share 
ideas, compliments or improve-
ment suggestions with MDC staff 
at the open house. Staff will an-
swer questions about management 
practices at Four Rivers or about 
conservation in general. Visitors 
will also be able to fill out comment 
sheets. More information about the 
open house is available by calling 

417-876-5226.
The public is also invited to share 

ideas online now through June 15 
at mdc.mo.gov/areaplans.

Four Rivers is a premier wetland 
and bottomland forest destination 
for hunters, birders, hikers, pho-
tographers and naturalists. The 
Marmaton River, Little Osage River, 
Marais des Cygnes River and Osage 
River all run through or border the 
almost 14,000-acre area. Four Rivers 
has four major wetland units and 
is designated an Important Bird 
Area by Audubon Missouri. The 
area includes the Horton Bottoms 
Natural Area. A boardwalk in Unit 
3 adjacent to the Ducks Unlimited 
Presidents Marsh provides easy 
access to view emergent vegetation 
and wildlife.

Statewide, MDC conservation 
areas cover almost one million 
public acres for the purpose of 
restoring and conserving forest, 
fish and wildlife resources, and for 
providing opportunities for all citi-
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