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orally or in writing. Participants 
will be asked to give their names 
and addresses for the record and to 
confine their remarks to the subject 
of the amendments.

Any persons who intend to at-
tend the public hearing and have 
special requirements, such as those 
related to hearing or mobility 
impairments, should contact the 
DNR and request specific accom-
modations.

Proposed Migratory 
Game Bird Seasons

The proposals adjust the season 
dates to comply with what DNR 
anticipates the 2015-2016 federal 
regulations will be based upon 
meetings with the United States 
Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) 
this year at the Mississippi Flyway 
Council. 

The final regulations are not 
published until July, yet the season 
begins in September, so the DNR is 
obligated to begin the rulemaking 
process before the final param-
eters have been set. The proposed 
amendments also ensure the sea-
sons open on weekends. 

Ducks, Mergansers and Coots
North Zone – Oct. 3-18, and Oct. 

24-Dec. 6; 
South Zone – Oct. 3-7, and Oct. 

17- Dec. 10; 
Missouri River Zone – Oct. 3-7, 

and Oct. 24-Dec. 17
Youth Waterfowl Hunting Days
North Zone – Sept. 26-27
South Zone – Oct. 10-11
Missouri River Zone- Oct. 17-18
Canada Geese and Brant
North Zone - Sept. 26 – Jan. 1, 

2016
South Zone – Oct. 3 – Jan. 8, 2016
Missouri River Zone – Oct. 10 – 

Jan. 15, 2016

White-fronted Geese
North Zone – Sept. 26 – Dec. 8
South Zone – Oct. 3 – Dec. 15
Missouri River Zone – Oct. 10 – 

Dec. 22

Light Geese (white and blue 
phase snow geese and Ross’s geese)

North Zone – Sept. 26 – Jan. 10, 
2016

South Zone – Oct. 3 – Jan. 15, 2016
Missouri River Zone – Oct. 10 – 

Jan. 15, 2016

Special Canada Goose Zones 
– designated areas around Des 
Moines, Cedar Rapids/Iowa City 
and Cedar Falls/Waterloo – Sept. 
5-13

Statewide Light Geese Conserva-
tion Order (white and blue phase 
snow geese and Ross’s geese) Jan. 
16 – April 15, 2016

Statewide Special September Teal 
Season – Sept. 5-20

Proposed Changes to 
Migratory Game Bird Pos-
session Limits

The DNR is also proposing to 
raise the possession limit for com-
mon snipe from 16 to 24 birds, 
Virginia rail and sora from 24 to 36 
birds in aggregate of both species, 
for woodcock from 6 to 9 birds, 
and for doves from 30 to 45 birds. 
The daily bag limits would remain 
unchanged.

This increase is based upon what 
the DNR anticipates the 2015-2016 
federal regulations on possession 
limits will be for these species from 
meetings with the USFWS this year 
at the Mississippi Flyway Council. 

  

  MICHIGAN
  
Wildlife habitat grants 

available through 
Michigan DNR

The Michigan Department of Nat-
ural Resources today announced 
that it will accept 2015 Round 2 
Wildlife Habitat Grant Program 
applications June 1 through July 10, 
giving priority to projects featur-
ing habitat enhancement for game 
species.

The Wildlife Habitat Grant Pro-
gram, funded with a portion of the 
revenue from hunting and fishing 
licenses sold each year, began in Oc-
tober 2013.  The DNR administers 
the program through a cooperative 
effort between its Wildlife Division 
and Grants Management Section. 

The main objective of the grant 
program is to enhance and improve 
the quality and quantity of game-
species habitat. Managing habitat 
for sustainable wildlife populations 
in a changing environment is Goal 
2 in the DNR Wildlife Division’s 
strategic plan, The GPS.

“This is an exciting opportunity 
to partner with others in the state 
to increase the habitat available 
for game species in Michigan and 
to enhance the existing habitat for 
the benefit of hunters, trappers and 
wildlife viewers,” said DNR Wild-
life Division Chief Russ Mason. 

Funding is available for local, 
state, federal and tribal govern-
ments, for-profit and nonprofit 
groups, and individuals through 
an open, competitive process. Mini-
mum grant amounts will be set at 
$15,000, with the maximum being 
the amount of funds available for 
that grant cycle. The 2015 Round 
2 overall available grant amount is 
approximately $1 million. 

The application period will be-
gin June 1. Applications must be 
postmarked no later than July 10 
to be considered for funding. Suc-
cessful grant applications will be 


