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in making sure our children have 
the same outdoor experiences as 
we did growing up.” 

“Hunters and anglers already 
support our conservation efforts 
through their purchases of licenses 
and stamps,” said Illinois Depart-
ment of Natural Resources (IDNR) 
Director Wayne Rosenthal. “I’m not 
surprised that our sportsmen and 
women have stepped up again to 
fund the Foundation’s important 
work to educate the next generation 
of conservationists.” 

As the charitable partner of the 
IDNR, the ICF serves more than 
6,000 children annually at the 
Torstenson Youth Conservation 
Education Center (TYCEC) outside 
of Rockford, where kids are intro-
duced to hunting, camping and na-
ture observation and sustainability 
on site, often for the first times in 
their lives. 

Youth hunting education around 
the state includes mentored expe-
riences with deer, turkey, duck, 
pheasant, dove, goose and squir-
rel hunts. These hunts are often in 
partnership with other organiza-
tions, such as Ducks Unlimited, the 
National Wild Turkey Federation 
and Pheasants Forever. 

This spring, thanks to several 
donors, the ICF will have a brand 
new fishing pond at the TYCEC. 
The IDNR will help to fully stock 
this pond so children who visit the 
property will have a chance to learn 
about and experience catch-and-
release fishing. Education can also 
be taken off the property anywhere 
in the state with the Torstenson 
Education Station, a mobile class-
room equipped with a myriad of 
hunting and fishing gear available 
for children to get hands-on experi-
ence with. 

With a mission of inspiring the 
next generation of conservation 
leaders and outdoor sportsmen and 
women, the ICF uses all funding 
to support programs such as the 
ones above. You can learn more 
about the ICF at www.ilcf.org. Most 

licenses are renewed in April, May 
and June. When you go online or 
to your favorite retailer to renew 
your fishing license, please consider 
making that $5 donation to the ICF. 

For more information on the ICF, 
or to arrange individual or corpo-
rate support for ICF educational 
and other programs, contact the 
Foundation at 217-785-2003 or on-
line at www.ilcf.org. 

INDIANA
Federal “Duck Stamp” to 
increase from $15 to $25
The Federal Migratory Bird Hunt-

ing and Conservation Stamp, or 
“Duck Stamp,” will increase in 
price for the first time in 24 years. 

The cost will go from $15 to $25. 
The increase adjusts for inflation 
over the last 24 years. Several con-
servation organizations, including 
Ducks Unlimited and Delta Water-
fowl, support the increase. 

The 2005 National Duck Hunter 
Survey showed that 65 percent of 
U.S. duck hunters spent more than 
$250 per season. 

“In terms of expenditures by wa-
terfowl hunters, a $10 increase each 
season is not a huge hit for most 
folks,” said Adam Phelps, DNR 
waterfowl biologist. “This increase 
is equivalent to a half-box or less of 
shotgun shells, three to four gallons 
of gas, or one or two duck decoys,” 

But the revenue will be incredibly 
important for ducks and duck hunt-
ing, according to Phelps. 

Ninety-eight cents of every dollar 
spent on Federal Duck Stamps goes 
toward improving and preserving 
habitat, making it one of the most 
efficient funding sources for wild-
life in the world. 

Money is spent on the National 
Wildlife Refuge System, including 
Waterfowl Production Areas in the 
Prairie Pothole Region, through 

land purchases, leases, and conser-
vation easements that protect wet-
lands. Since 1934, funds from the 
sales of Federal Duck Stamps have 
protected more than 6 million acres 
of wetlands in the United States, an 
area roughly the size of Vermont. 

Unfortunately, the price has 
remained unchanged for so long 
that the Duck Stamp’s impact on 
habitat has diminished. According 
to the Federal Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics, in 2015 it would take $25.74 
to have the same buying power as 
$15 in 1991. 

Though it is called the “Duck 
Stamp,” habitat protected by these 
funds is used by hundreds of other 
species, including birds, mammals, 
reptiles, amphibians, fish, inverte-
brates and plants. 

Any waterfowl hunter age 16 
or older must buy a Federal Duck 
Stamp every year. The Duck Stamp 
provides also allows free entry for 
wildlife watchers into any National 
Wildlife Refuge that charges admis-
sion. 

The Duck Stamp is a good invest-
ment not only for waterfowl hunt-
ers and stamp collectors, but also 
for any conservationist, birder or 
wildlife viewer who wants to en-
sure that wetland wildlife continues 
to have a place to live, Phelps said. 

“The Duck Stamp is vital to wet-
land habitats,” said Phelps. “And 
we hope that this increase does not 
cause hardship to hunters and other 
conservationists. The Federal Duck 
Stamp Program has never been 
more important.” 

The 2015 stamp will be released 
July 1, and can be purchased at 
some Indiana license retailers, 
many U.S. Post Offices, toll-free 
at (800) STAMP-24, and online at 
duckstamp.com. 
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Phelps, Phone: (812) 334-1137, 
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