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expiring Sept. 30, 2015, will be 
granted an option for one-year 
extensions.

“Today’s Conservation Re-
serve Program news is big 
for upland habitat in terms 
of quantity and quality,” says 
Dave Nomsen, Pheasants For-
ever and Quail Forever’s vice 
president of governmental 
affairs, “General sign-ups, in 
combination with high-value 
continuous enrollments, will 
help keep CRP at its acreage 
cap – 24 million acres – which 
is imperative for pheasants, 
quail, waterfowl and other 
wildlife. And targeted, continu-
ous CRP programs like the State 
Acres for Wildlife Enhance-
ment (SAFE) initiative, Upland 
Habitat Buffers initiative, Duck 
Nesting Habitat initiative, and 
the Pollinator Habitat initiative 
raise the bar for upland habitat 
quality and wildlife while pro-
viding additional incentives for 
landowners.”

“I encourage all farmers and 
ranchers to consider the vari-
ous CRP continuous sign-up 
initiatives that may help target 
specific resource concerns,” 
said Vilsack. “Financial assis-
tance is offered for many prac-
tices including conservation 
buffers and pollinator habitat 
plantings, and initiatives such 
as the highly erodible lands, 
bottomland hardwood tree 
and longleaf pine, all of which 
are extremely important initia-
tives.”

The general sign-up will 
begin the same month CRP – 
regarded as the most success-

ful conservation initiative in 
modern U.S. history – officially 
celebrates its 30th anniversary. 
This milestone is not lost on 
program participants, support-
ers and policy-makers:

“For 30 years, the Conser-
vation Reserve Program has 
supported farmers and ranch-
ers as they continue to be good 
stewards of land and water. 
This initiative has helped farm-
ers and ranchers prevent more 
than 8 billion tons of soil from 
eroding, reduce nitrogen and 
phosphorous runoff by 95 and 
85 percent respectively, and 
even sequestering 43 million 
tons of greenhouse gases an-
nually, equal to taking 8 million 
cars off the road,” said Vilsack. 
“This has been one of most suc-
cessful conservation programs 
in the history of the country, 
and today’s announcement 
keeps that momentum moving 
forward.”
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Pheasants Forever 
Growing and Crowing 
with Chapter Start in 

South Dakota
Pheasant hunters and con-

servationists in South Dakota 
have formed the newest chap-
ter of Pheasants Forever in the 
country. Officially named the 
Fort Randall Chapter of Pheas-
ants Forever, the volunteer 
committee has plans to posi-
tively influence wildlife habi-

tat in Douglas County while 
providing valuable outdoor 
educational experiences for 
area youth.  

“We’re very excited to es-
tablish a new volunteer chapter 
in the heart of South Dakota’s 
pheasant country,” said Kend-
all Strand, treasurer of the Fort 
Randall Chapter of Pheasants 
Forever. “Douglas County has 
a long-standing tradition of 
upland hunting and a wide 
variety of landscapes which 
are conducive to growing ring-
necked pheasants. We look 
forward to hosting a successful 
membership fundraiser this fall 
which will enable our chapter 
to preserve wildlife habitat, as 
well as these important tradi-
tions for future generations.”

Widely  known as  the 
world’s premier hunting desti-
nation for pheasants, establish-
ment of the Fort Randall Chap-
ter of Pheasants Forever follows 
positive news of mild weather 
conditions for the state’s ring-
necked population throughout 
the 2014-2015 winter seasons. 
South Dakota had a “very mild 
winter,” according to Travis Ru-
nia, lead pheasant biologist for 
the South Dakota Game, Fish 
and Parks. Most of the state’s 
primary pheasant range, he 
said, received less than 20 inch-
es of snow through mid-March, 
and seasonal spring rains have 
added moisture to a drought-
stricken landscape – good news 
for nesting hen pheasants.

“Pheasants Forever chap-
ters can play a pivotal role for 
the protection and prosperity 


