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Under the CRP program, 
the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture offers agricultural produc-
ers rental fees and cost-share 
assistance to plant perennial 
grasses on highly erodible land 
to reduce soil erosion, improve 
water quality and enhance 
wildlife habitat. CRP also sup-
ports rural communities by bol-
stering their recreational econo-
mies and diversifying incomes 
for family farms. Participation 
in CRP is voluntary. Typical 
CRP contracts run between 10 
and 15 years. 

John Moe recently put some 
of his land near Fredonia, N.D. 
into CRP. “I believe you can 
do both, farm and take care of 
Mother Nature,” Moe said. “We 
have lots of nesting habitat here 
for birds.” 

The general sign-up period 
for CRP will be Dec. 1, 2015, 
through Feb. 26, 2016. With 
continuous CRP, producers can 
enroll at any time, if there are 
acres available. 

DU biologists volunteer 
for North Dakota 

Envirothon competition
Twenty-two teams of high 

school students braved wind, 
cold and rain at this year ’s 
Envirothon held recently in 
Crystal Springs, North Dakota. 
Envirothon is an annual compe-
tition where teams of five stu-
dents are tested on their knowl-
edge of natural resources and 
the environment. The theme 
for this year’s competition was 
urban and community forestry.

Trail leaders guide each 
team and are responsible for 
getting the teams to each station 
on time, making sure they un-
derstand the rules, and keeping 
them energized and hydrated. 
Ducks Unlimited Farm Bill 
Conservation Specialists Matt 
Shappell and Dane Buysse 
served as trail guides at this 
year’s competition.

The competition lasts all 
day with teams following two 
trails with 14 stops on each. 
One trail had wildlife and for-
estry related questions and the 
second featured aquatic and 
soil-related questions. Most of 
the stops presented multiple 
questions. 

“This is a real feather in the 
hat for North Dakota students,” 
said Diane Olson, competition 
coordinator.

The winners of the North 
Dakota competition receive a 
$500 college scholarship and 
go on to the North American 
Envirothon competition, which 
will be held in Springfield, Mis-
souri this year. 

The competition continues 
into the evening when the stu-
dents hear a presentation by a 
natural resources professional 
about the theme. The teams 
prepare an oral presentation 
based on the presentation and 
theme for the next day. They 
have two and a half hours to 
organize their presentation, 
and then they give it in front of 
a panel of judges. 

“The competition is quite 
grueling and really tests these 

kids’ diversity of knowledge in 
several areas of resource man-
agement,” said Shappell. 

Buysse participated in the 
Envirothon when he was in 
high school. Buysse says his 
motivation for helping at the 
competition was to inform the 
next generation about conser-
vation and develop skills for 
communicating with young 
people. “Our actions today 
will establish the potential for 
tomorrow,” he said. “My dream 
is to ensure the next generation 
can enjoy the great outdoors I 
had when I grew up.”

Shappell guided the Minot 
High School “Super Omnia 
Tectas” team, which took first 
place. The team was coached 
by Joe Super and David Nor-
ton and sponsored by The 
Ward County Soil Conserva-
tion District. Second place 
went to Midkota High School 
“Team 1” sponsored by the 
Foster County Soil Conserva-
tion District. Third place went 
to Bismarck High School’s “E-
Society,” sponsored by the Bur-
leigh County Soil Conservation 
District.


