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9 tips for training hunt-
ing dogs | Iowa DNRIf 
you’ve brought home a 

new puppy this year or want to 
teach some new skills to your 
hunting companion, check out 
these tips on training dogs for 
hunting.

While there will always be 
variables based on the breed of 
dog, type of hunting and per-
sonal preference, these basics 
should help you prepare for a 
fun hunting season with your 
canine partner.

Also be sure to brush up 
on dog restrictions, found on 
page 35 of the Iowa Hunting 
Regulations, which includes 
information on vaccinations, 
restricted training areas from 
March 15 to July 15, required 
licenses and more.

Puppies
Start with the basics.
Once your puppy is accli-

mated to its new home, start 
training by keeping it simple 
before moving on to more ad-
vanced hunting training – think 

sit, come, stay, heel. Don’t over-
do it – at first, keep training ses-
sions under 10 minutes and just 
a few times a day. Be consistent, 
use repetition, and give lots of 
praise to keep training fun and 
interesting for the puppy.

Be social.
Spend lots of time with your 

puppy, and be sure to introduce 
your pup to other people and 
dogs. Socializing your puppy 
is especially important if you 
plan to hunt with other people 
and dogs.

Think about timing.
Consider what seasons 

you’ll want to hunt with your 
dog and what age you’d like 
the dog to be at its first hunt. 
For example, puppies born in 
the spring are about six to eight 
months old when pheasant sea-
son opens. It also gives plenty 
of time for basic training before 
the season starts.

Dogs and puppies new 
to hunting

Do your homework.
Have a training plan and 

outline the goals you’d like to 
reach with your dog, so you can 
research the best ways to get 
there. By the time the season 
opens, your dog should know 
all the basic commands – like 
sit, stay, come, heel, etc. – and 
have had some work with 
retrieving and have been ex-
posed to the sound of gunfire. 
Introduce the dog to decoys 
and calls long before the sea-
son starts. You may also want 
to have the dog work with live 
pen birds (see page 35 of the 
Iowa Hunting Regulations for 
more information).

Go solo.
Try not to take a dog new to 

hunting out with other hunters 
and dogs at first – let the at-
tention be on your dog so that 
you can give him or her lots of 
praise and time to work out the 
kinks.

Get in the field – a lot.
The best learning for a hunt-

ing dog is by doing. Get your 
new dog on as many birds as 
possible their first season. Ex-
pose new dogs – in a comfort-
able setting – to as many sights, 
sounds, and smells as possible 
for the first few months, so they 
won’t be scared of those situa-
tions in the future.

Be consistent but not 
harsh.

When you give your dog 
a command, give praise when 
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