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toric breeding 
ground.

Here’s what 
you’ll see if you 
attend the April 
19 event -- doz-
ens of male sage-
grouse strutting 
for the ladies.

Photo by Scott 
Root

And the expe-
rience is free!

The Division 
of Wildlife Re-
sources and the 
Wild About Birds 
Nature Center will sponsor the free 
field trip on April 19. If you’d like 
to participate, meet at 5:30 a.m. at 
the Wild About Birds Nature Center 
in Layton.

From the center, you’ll caravan 
with other participants to an area 
near East Canyon Reservoir.

“Dress for cool weather and bring 
your binoculars,” says Phil Doug-
lass, regional conservation outreach 
manager for the DWR.

The Wild About Birds Nature 
Center is at 1986 N. Hill Field Road. 
To reach the center, exit Interstate 15 
at Exit 332, and turn east on Ante-
lope Drive. Drive east on Antelope 
Drive until you reach the intersec-
tion with Hill Field Road. The store 
sits at the southeast corner of the 
intersection.

What you’ll see
If you attend the field trip, you’ll 

watch male sage grouse fight for 
dominance and make elaborate 
displays as they try to draw the 
attention of female grouse.

“Our bird walks are a great fam-
ily activity and a wonderful way 
to introduce children to the world 
of nature,” says Bill Fenimore, the 
expert birder who owns the center.

Fenimore and Douglass will lead 
the viewing event.

For more information, call 801-
779-2473 or visit the Wild About 
Birds Nature Center Facebook 
page.

Wisconsin
Early teal season and 
extended dove season 

proposed for Wisconsin
 Wisconsin would be able to of-

fer an experimental early teal-only 
duck hunting season that would 
begin September 2014, under a 
proposal that is open for public 
comment and will be subject of 
upcoming public hearings. 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
established an experimental frame-
work that will require each season 
during the initial three-year period 
to be scheduled in September prior 
to Wisconsin’s regular duck season. 
Throughout this period, the wild-
life biologists would be required to 
monitor and report hunter success, 
which will determine the success of 
the early season. 

During 2013 and early 2014, 
DNR staff presented information in 
public meetings, advisory commit-
tee meetings and special breakout 
sessions at the waterfowl hunter’s 
conference and gathered feedback 
with a waterfowl hunter survey. 

Based on preliminary public 

input and staff analy-
ses, the department has 
proposed the following 
season structure for public 
comment:

•  Early teal season 
would be open from Sept. 
1-7.

•  Only blue-winged 
and green-winged teal 
may be harvested.

•  Daily bag limit of six 
teal. 

•  Shooting hours on 
opening day (Sept. 1) 
would begin at 9 a.m. and 

close at 7 p.m.
•  Shooting hours from Sept. 2- 7 

would begin at sunrise and close 
at 7 p.m.

In addition to the proposed early 
teal season, the USFWS will also al-
low Wisconsin to add an additional 
20 days to the end of the current 
70-day dove hunting season. Public 
comments on this change will also 
be accepted.

Public hearings on the proposals 
will all run from 7 to 10 p.m. and 
will be held:

•  Monday June 2, La Crosse - 
State Office Building, Rooms B-19 
and B-20, 3550 Mormon Coulee 
Road.

•  Tuesday June 3, Rice Lake - 
Days Inn, 1710 South Main St.

•  Wednesday June 4, Apple-
ton - Agricultural Service Center, 
Main conference room, 3369 West 
Brewster St.

•  Thursday June 5, Pewaukee 
- Wildwood Lodge, N14 W24121 
Tower Place.

The DNR will accept public com-
ments on the proposed early teal 
season and extended dove season 
through June 5, 2014. Comments 
may be directed to Taylor Finger, 
Wisconsin DNR, PO Box 7921, 
Madison, WI 53707, by email to 
Taylor.finger@wisconsin.gov, or by 
calling 608-261-6458.


