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see pheasants “ especially hens or 
chicks “ within a WPRA, or calling 
the phone number on leg bands of 
any dead pheasants they might find 
within a WPRA.

People also are asked to leave 
pheasant nests within WPRAs 
undisturbed and to avoid mowing 
grassy or brushy habitat there.

South 
Carolina

landowners learned 
techniques of improving 

quail habitat 
Quail populations have declined 

significantly in South Carolina 
and across the Southeast, but an 
ongoing project of the state natural 
resources agency may help stabilize 
numbers of the bird often referred 
to as the “Prince of Gamebirds.” 
Wild quail management seminars, 
conducted by the Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR) Small 
Game Program and other part-
ners, have been held for the past 
26 years at the Webb Wildlife 
Center in Hampton County. These 
seminars have provided a hands-
on experience at improving habitat 
for bobwhite quail for more than 
1385 men and women. The most 
recent seminar was held March 
6-7, 2014.” Modern agricultural and 
forestry practices have significantly 
changed the way we use the land 
and have had significant impacts 
on both the quality and quantity 
of habitat for bobwhite quail,” said 
Willie Simmons, DNR Small Game 
Program Supervisor. “So it is es-
sential that we provide accurate 
information to landowners and 
land managers on how to manage 
their lands to improve habitat for 
quail.” ”Participants in the seminar 
gain a greater understanding of the 
factors affecting quail populations 
throughout our region. Our goal 
is to improve the knowledge of 
quail biology and habitat improve-

ment for each person attending the 
seminar.” Biologists offer several 
theories for the decline of bobwhite 
populations throughout the South-
east, which the DNR and U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service estimate as 
high as 4 percent annually. Among 
these theories are: “* Consolidation 
of many small farms into larger 
“clean” farms and the resulting 
loss of “edge” habitat such as field 
borders between field and for-
est”* Increased use of agricultural 
pesticides/herbicides”* Forestry 
practices that emphasize single 
species plantations of fast-growing 
pines”* Increased use of introduced 
pasture grasses rather than native 
warm season grasses”* Increased 
development and urbanization of 
rural land”* Increased populations 
of other wildlife species that prey 
upon quail or compete directly with 
quail for available foods “To help 
offset some of these limiting factors, 
DNR wildlife biologists teach par-
ticipants how to create optimum, 
year around bobwhite quail habitat 
by using prescribed fire, discing to 
stimulate native quail foods, and 
establishing suitable nesting and 
brood rearing habitat. During the 
seminars, speakers from DNR, the 
S.C. Forestry Commission, and the 
Natural Resource Conservation 
Service address topics such as the 
proper use of fire and beneficial 
forestry practices, federal cost-share 
assistance programs, and individ-
ual conservation programs.”Plans 
are underway for the 27th annual 
wild quail management seminars 
in 2015. The registration fee covers 
overnight accommodations, meals 
and seminar materials at the Webb 
Wildlife Center. For more informa-
tion, write SCDNR Small Game 
Program, P.O. Box 167, Columbia, 
SC 29202, call (803) 734- 3609 or 
check the DNR website for updates 
on the 2013 Quail Management 
Seminar.

South Dakota

GFP Commission 
Finalizes Several 

Waterfowl and Mourning 
Dove Season

The South Dakota Game, Fish and 
Parks Commission finalized several 
waterfowl hunting seasons at their 
April meeting in Oacoma.

Hunters will be able to have three 
times their possession limit of sand-
hill cranes and mourning doves in 
2014. The mourning dove hunting 
season will be Sept. 1- Nov. 9 and 
the sandhill crane hunting season 
will run from Sept. 27 - Nov. 23.

Commissioners did not pro-
pose any changes in the number 
of waterfowl licenses available 
to nonresidents from 2013. There 
will be 4,000 special waterfowl 
licenses; 2,000 early fall Canada 
goose temporary licenses; 2,000 
fall 3-day temporary licenses and 
10,000 spring snow goose licenses 
available for nonresident hunters.

The number of special Canada 
goose licenses will also be un-
changed from last year. The Ben-
nett County season will run from 
Oct. 18 - Dec. 21 and will have 800 
3-tag licenses available for residents 
and 25 2-tag licenses available for 
nonresidents.

The 2014 South Dakota tundra 
swan hunting season will run from 
Oct. 4 to the end of the light goose 
hunting season and was finalized 
with 1,100 resident and 200 nonresi-
dent single tag licenses available.

utah
Watch sage grouse strut, 

april 19 
Watch sage grouse during free 

field trip on April 19, 2014
East Canyon Reservoir “ You’ll 

have to get up early, but if you do, 
you’ll see something few people 
have ever seen “ male sage grouse 
strutting and vocalizing on a his-


