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Hunting Club of Las Cruces, to 
qualify youths to receive donated 
hunting licenses and permits. 

At its May 15 meeting, the com-
mission amended a rule in January 
that allows those who cannot use a 
hunting license or permit to trans-
fer it to youths 17 years of age or 
younger who have been qualified 
through an approved nonprofit 
organization that promotes youth 
hunting. The change allows those 
who cannot use a hunting license 
to donate it to the Department of 
Game and Fish so it can be trans-
ferred to a youth. 

The club is the first nonprofit to 
be approved under the new rule. 
The original rule restricted transfers 
to individuals identified by wish-
granting organizations. Frequently 
these organizations were unable to 
locate appropriate recipients who 
could use the licenses and potential 
donations were left unused. 

For more information about how 
to donate a hunting license or to 
learn how nonprofits can be ap-
proved by the commission, please 
contact the department at (888) 
248-6866

 

North 
CaroliNa
Public invited to 

Comment on Early 
Migratory Game Bird 

Seasons
 The N.C. Wildlife Resources 

Commission is inviting public com-
ments beginning June 2 on the early 
waterfowl and webless migratory 
game bird hunting seasons. 

The seasons include dove, wood-
cock, rail, snipe and those water-
fowl seasons beginning prior to 
Oct. 1. Input on extended falconry 
seasons for webless species also will 
be taken at this time. Comment on 
proposed dates for the seasons by 
going to www.ncwildlife.org and 
clicking on “Submit Your Com-

ments!” 
Comments will be accepted June 

2-22. 
Every year, the U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service provides frame-
works from which state fish and 
wildlife agencies select their respec-
tive hunting season dates. After re-
viewing public comments, Wildlife 
Commissioners will select season 
dates for North Carolina during the 
July 10 Commission meeting. 

North Dakota
Sage Grouse Counts 

remain low
Results from North Dakota’s 

spring sage grouse survey indicate 
the number of strutting males ob-
served remains well below manage-
ment objectives. Therefore, the sage 
grouse hunting season will remain 
closed in 2014.

Aaron Robinson, North Dakota 
Game and Fish Department upland 
game bird biologist, said biologists 
counted a record low 31 males on 
six active strutting grounds. Last 
year, 50 males were counted on 11 
active leks in the southwest.

“South Dakota and eastern Mon-
tana witnessed a similar decline this 
year,” Robinson said. “The last time 
we saw such a drastic decline in the 
region was because of West Nile 
virus in 2007-08. We may have had 
another outbreak in the region, but 
at this point it is only speculation.”

Sage grouse are a long-lived spe-
cies with low reproductive output, 
which makes population recovery 
slow. Currently, Robinson said, 
natural reproduction cannot keep 
up with natural mortality.

“We may also have reached a 
genetic bottle neck in terms of re-
production potential that may be 
a factor in the struggling popula-
tion,” he added. “Also, there are 
only six active leks for roughly 
460,000 square acres of core sage 
grouse area. The densities of active 
leks may be limiting hens from 

finding males to breed.”
Robinson said if another state 

is willing to provide some birds 
for a translocation, it may be the 
last chance to directly impact the 
population in North Dakota. “The 
success of such a project is not guar-
anteed, but it is our only option to 
increase the genetic diversity of our 
population,” he said.

The potential for a successful 
nesting season is good this year due 
to abundant residual grass cover 
brought about by last summer’s 
rainfall. “We have learned from 
recent research in North Dakota 
that sage grouse rely heavily on re-
sidual grass cover for concealment 
during nesting season,” Robinson 
said. “Without grass cover, mor-
tality of females on nests increases 
and the probability that the nest 
will be depredated also increases. 
The outlook for a favorable hatch 
this year looks optimistic for the 
limited number of birds we have 
in the state.”

Sage grouse management in 
North Dakota follows a specific 
plan developed by a diverse group 
of participants. With the threats 
facing the species and the decline 
in population, Game and Fish De-
partment biologists do not foresee 
a hunting season in the near future.

Sage grouse are North Dakota’s 
largest native upland game bird. 
They are found in extreme south-
western North Dakota, primarily in 
Bowman and Slope counties.

ohio
Wildlife Watchers asked 

to report Wild turkey 
and ruffed Grouse 

Sightings
The Ohio Department of Natu-

ral Resources (ODNR) is asking 
the public to participate in the 
surveying of wild turkeys and 
ruffed grouse by reporting sight-
ings of these two iconic Ohio 
game birds.”Every year, the ODNR 


