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prairie chickens will survive.”

Montana
FWP to Seek Sage 

Grouse Hunt Closure 
Due to Continued 
Population Decline

With preliminary results from 
Montana’s spring surveys showing 
a continued population decline of 
the state’s largest native upland 
game bird, wildlife officials will 
seek to close sage grouse hunting 
for the 2014 season.

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks 
will propose the season closure at 
the Fish & Wildlife Commission 
meeting in Fort Peck, Thursday, 
May 22.

Jeff Hagener, FWP director in Hel-
ena, said state biologists counted 
an average of 14.9 males per sage 
grouse strutting ground, or lek, 
last year and noted that prelimi-
nary indications show little or no 
improvement this year. Last year’s 
count was the lowest recorded since 
1980. Montana’s long term lek-
count trend is about 30 males per 
lek on about 90 pre-selected sage 
grouse strutting grounds.

“Last year’s counts dropped to 
48 percent below the long term 
average,” Hagener said. “Our 
preliminary 2014 numbers show 
no improvement across all three 
of Montana’s sage grouse manage-
ment zones.”

Here’s a rundown on Montana’s 
sage grouse lek surveys as they 
compare to the long term average 
since 2008:

•  2013: 14.9 males per lek; or a 48 
percent below long term average

•  2012: 19.1 males per lek; or a 34 
percent below LTA

•  2011: 19.2 males per lek; or a 34 
percent below LTA

•  2010: 20.5 males per lek; or a 31 
percent below LTA

•  2009: 23.3 males per lek; or a 23 

percent below LTA
•  2008: 22.9 males per lek; or a 24 

percent below LTA
Similar declines are being re-

corded in North Dakota where sage 
grouse hunting has been closed 
for the past several seasons. Final 
Montana counts for 2014 will be 
complete by the end of May and 
will be available for commission 
review at its July meeting.

For the past 10 years, the “Man-
agement Plan and Conservation 
Strategies for Sage Grouse in Mon-
tana” has guided sage grouse 
management decisions. The plan 
requires a hunting season closure 
when lek counts are at least 45 per-
cent below the long term average 
for three consecutive years.

Based on this spring’s field ob-
servations, however, FWP will seek 
to close the sage grouse season 
for 2014 due to the uninterrupted 
downward trend in sage grouse 
populations that began in 2010 and 
the broad range wide scale of low 
numbers.

“Based on the declines FWP bi-
ologists are documenting on the 
ground, FWP recommends that the 
most responsible course of action 
at this time, which is consistent 
with FWP’s management plan, is to 
remove hunter-harvest mortality,” 
Hagener said.

The sage grouse, North America’s 
largest grouse, is best known for its 
distinctive spring mating rituals on 
breeding grounds called ‚Äòleks.” 
Sage grouse are a long-lived spe-
cies with low reproductive yields, 
which makes population recovery 
slow. Biologists estimate that sage 
grouse once could be found in 13 
western states and three Canadian 
provinces. Today, sage grouse are 
found in 11 states and in southern 
Alberta and Saskatchewan. The na-
tive prairie bird’s remaining strong-
holds are in Montana, Wyoming, 
Idaho, Nevada, and Oregon.

Pheasants Wasted and 

Dumped East of Great 
Falls

State game wardens are seeking 
information regarding the dumping 
of nearly two dozen dead pheasants 
east of Great Falls.

Wardens were notified May 7 
of a pile of dead pheasants at the 
intersection of U.S. Highway 89 
and Hastings Road. They found 20 
roosters and three hen pheasants.

Anyone with information about 
this incident is urged to call Fish, 
Wildlife and Parks game wardens 
Kqyn Kuka, 750-3574, or Tegan 
Winters, 788-8552, or 1-800-TIP-
MONT. Informants are kept con-
fidential and maybe eligible for a 
reward.

nEbraSka
Volunteers needed to 

Clean Up branched oak 
Sra May 3

Volunteers are invited to Branched 
Oak State Recreation Area (SRA) on 
May 3 to clean the area for spring 
on Take Pride in America Day. Vol-
unteers will paint sign posts and 
tables, pick up litter and do some 
landscaping around a new play-
ground area.

Registration will begin at 8 a.m. in 
the park office. Work will begin at 
9 a.m. and conclude at 4 p.m., and 
lunch will be provided.

Call the office at 402-783-3400 
to register. The area is located at 
12000 W. Branched Oak Road near 
Raymond.

nEW MExiCo
nEW MExiCo YoUtHS 

Can rECEiVE 
DonatED HUntinG 

LiCEnSES
The State Game Commission has 

approved the nonprofit organiza-
tion, the Donald R. Kemp Youth 


